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Redbird baseball and softball win big 

By Brooke Beans 

As Loudonville spring 

sports have come into full swing, 

it’s time for a sports update on our 

softball and baseball teams. Our 

softball team just came off of a 15 

to 0 victory against Central Chris-

tian. After that 

large victory 

against the Com-

ets, our girls’ rec-

ord improved 

to an 

even .500 at 2-2. 

Erika Leiten-

berger, a senior 

who plays 1st 

base, 3rd base, 

and occasionally 

pitches, drove in 

3 RBI’s. Senior 

Tiffany Hedrick 

led the Redbirds 

with 2 hits and an 

RBI, Junior Morgan Leedy drove in 

4 runs, Junior Maddy Leedy plated 

2 runs, and sophomore Courtney 

Hollinger had a RBI.  

“I think our biggest 

strengths are defense and communi-

cation, while our biggest weakness 

would probably have to be hitting. 

Our goals for the season are to win 

the MBC, and beat our biggest 

competition which would be Lucas 

and Crestline, and we also want to 

achieve a winning record,” said 

senior Erika Leitenberger. The soft-

ball squad is led by seniors Kacey 

Spreng, Erika Leitenberger, Bri 

Christine, and Tiffany Hedrick.  

 Our baseball team just came 

off of a 14 to 3 victory against Cen-

tral Christian as well. After that 

large victory against the Comets, 

our boys’ record improved to a just 

over .500 record of 3-2. Senior Jay-

son Mitchell doubled twice and had 

one RBI, junior Garrett Fry, who is 

playing DH currently, had 2 hits 

and 3 RBI’s, junior Dylan Polen 

had a double, sophomore Hayden 

Brightbill and senior C.J. Schachel 

each had 2 RBI’s, senior Logan 

Fisher and juniors Nolan Portz and 

Andrew Truax each had one RBI as 

well.  

“Our biggest 

strengths are 

defense and 

pitching, 

while our 

biggest 

weakness 

would prob-

ably be hit-

ting. Our 

goals for the 

season are to 

win the 

MBC, and 

beat our big-

gest compe-

tition 

which 

would be Lucas, and we also want 

to improve our record, and then win 

the district,” said junior Garrett Fry.  

 The baseball squad is led  

by seniors Logan Fisher, Kaleb 

Shriver, Jayson Mitchell, Dakota 

Cutlip, and CJ Schachel.   
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Editorial: What are the true depths of reality and existence 

I’m back to answer a differ-

ent philosophical for the start of the 

beautifully average month of April. 

Now obviously my answer is going 

to be completely my opinion, and if 

you find yourself in disagreement 

with my opinion, take the Redbird 

and answer the same question with 

your own opinion. The 

question I’ve asked my-

self, and are asking any-

one who’s reading this, 

is it possible for a human 

to fathom the true depths 

of reality and existence?  

Now usually 

when I hear questions 

like this I think about it 

for about 2 minutes and then decide 

that any further thought is going to 

make my brain explode. But, one 

of the main reasons why I’m writ-

ing these articles is to break that 

habit. Figuring out why we exist is 

pretty open ended. Some people 

trace it back to religion, some trace 

it to science, and some honestly 

don’t care. It’s hard for me to wrap 

my mind around how we got 

placed on this ball of rock, going 

around a ball of fire, so I kind of tie 

in the whole element of science 

with a sprinkle of my own religious 

views. When I think of the depths 

of reality though, that’s when my 

brain kind of turns to static. I think 

of a universe that’s always expand-

ing, I think of how much we don’t 

know. We don’t know everything 

to know about our solar system, 

which is the smallest speck in the 

universe. There are so many things 

we have yet to explore, and will 

probably never explore in our lives. 

Human life, extraterrestrial life, 

earth-like planets, are just a few 

things that have to exist outside of 

our little solar system. In a universe 

that’s always expanding it’s almost 

impossible to think there isn’t life 

somewhere else. But bringing this 

all back around to the grips of reali-

ty and existence, what we know as 

our reality and existence could be 

completely altered in another gal-

axy. Our whole lives as we know it 

could just be a simulation, just 

think how weird it would be to 

know that some alien is using a 

controller, playing our 

lives like a game. 

Overall, I think a human 

can have grips on the 

depths of reality and ex-

istence, but I don’t think 

with our current brain 

power we will ever be 

able to grasp the true 

depths of the two. This 

also comes back to our knowing 

very little of the universe around 

us. I believe the more we under-

stand the universe, the more 

knowledge we gain about other gal-

axies, and maybe communication 

with another species will only fur-

ther the grasp on reality and exist-

ence. Or maybe my thought pro-

cess is all wrong, but I guess that’s 

to be determined.  

By Brooke Beans 
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Editorial: Is College Really Worth It? 

By Grace Scarberry 

From the very first day of 

school, every child starts planning 

for their future without even 

knowing it. They develop their 

own interests in school subjects 

and extra-curricular activities. 

Every single moment they spend 

running around the play-ground or 

reading fairy-tales influences their 

decisions later on in life. By the 

time their senior year comes 

around they have to plan their fu-

ture goals. One of their major deci-

sions is whether or not they want 

to go to college. All across Ameri-

ca, teens struggle with that idea. 

Some are smart enough and have 

the drive to succeed, while others 

may benefit more to get a job di-

rectly out of high school. There 

are pros and cons to both choices. 

Some individuals struggle 

through school. In the end, they 

believe it is more beneficial to 

start working and earning money 

directly out of high school rather 

than spending eight years in col-

lege, and in the end still not earn-

ing a diploma. But, others, even 

though they feel they are unpre-

pared, still think they should enroll 

in order to prove themselves, and 

others that they can get a degree. 

Marty Nemko, author of “We Send 

Too Many Students to College,” 

says “it’s not surprising that when 

you hop into a cab or walk into a 

restaurant, you’re likely to meet 

workers who spent years and their 

family’s life savings on college, 

only to end up with a job they 

could have done as a high school 

dropout” 

 Do not, under any circum-

stance go to college if this is how 

you feel, for you will either drop 

out or fail. It is okay to just gradu-

ate high school and start your ca-

reer if that seems to be most bene-

ficial for you personally.  If you 

are able to attend a trade school or 

do an internship in order to pursue 

your career, then that is the most 

logical thing to do. 

 On the other hand, many of 

you should attend college. A lot of 

us get lazy or worry about debt so 

we start to wonder if college is tru-

ly worth the time and money. But 

stop right there, because it is. 

 David Leonhardt shares the 

benefits of attending college by 

presenting a study that claims the 

cost of a college degree is actually 

negative $500,000, almost double 

what it used to be three decades 

ago: “That’s right,” he says, “Over 

the long run, college is cheaper 

than free. Not going will cost you 

about half a million dollars.” In 

other words, even if it does cost 

you a lot of money throughout the 

schooling process, your job oppor-

tunities eventually over pay that 

debt. 

 Although some believe col-

lege is a waste of time and money, 

earning a college degree can also 

lead to a cultural experience which 

is something we all need to consid-

er coming from a small town like 

Loudonville. 

Lois Buttlar claims “The 

fundamental reason that diversity 

is important is that we are a di-

verse country, and our leadership 

is necessarily going to have to be 

drawn from a spectrum of ethnic, 

religious, and racial groups if we 

are to be successful as a democra-

cy. And so, for me, the role that 

colleges play in educating the fu-

ture leaders of the United States is 

closely tied to their success in 

bringing diverse student bodies to 

their campuses” 

 Overall it is your decision, 

but just be cautious and take your 

time throughout the process. Col-

lege can be the most beneficial 

time of your life, but it can also be 

the worst decision you ever make. 

Choose wisely. 
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LHS Robotics Advances to Worlds 

Q:  What exactly are Worlds? 

A: The Vex World Champion-

ships are where the top 545 Vex 

Robotics teams in the world com-

pete for the world championship 

in Louisville, Kentucky at the Ex-

position Center there. To qualify, 

teams must place high enough at 

their respective state champion-

ships at state. Our team placed 

2nd in the State of Ohio.  

Q: When is the competition? 

A: The competition will be held 

from April 25-April 28. 

Q: What other teams will be 

there? 

A: The best teams from around 

the world including teams from 

Australia, Canada, Mexico, Ja-

pan, China, Europe, etc.  

Q: Is there anything after 

World's this year? Competi-

tions? Town projects? etc. 

Lots of things! We are going to 

host the second annual "Battle of 

Loudonville" with Team B vs. 

Team A later this year. Also, we 

continue to work on sponsor engi-

neering projects throughout the 

year including the NASA Lunar 

Rover wheel design project, a pro-

ject for Gorman-Rupp pump com-

pany, and Mansfield Plumbing 

projects as time allows. We will 

also be getting out to our district's 

elementary and middle school, as 

well as community retirement 

homes to demonstrate the robots. 

It's important to us that we get out 

into the community to share what 

we're doing!  

Q: Did you think you were go-

ing to make it to world's this 

year? Why? 

A: Obviously you never know 

what the state championships 

hold, the best 75 teams in the 

State of Ohio competed two week-

ends ago, and Loudonville repre-

sented well. Team B placed 2nd in 

the State and Team A placed 47th 

at the end of the day.  

Q: What has been your biggest 

struggle so far this year? 

A: Time; never enough time to get 

everything that you want done in a 

day. I will say, however, that our 

teams have been great at budget-

ing this commodity and working 

together toward a common goal.  

Q: What changes have you seen 

in the team this year? 

A: LOTS! We've probably been 

through about 4 different design 

changes, entirely rebuilding the 

robots at times throughout the 

year. You have to adapt and 

change in this game to win, and 

constantly adjust your robot to 

make it more consistent and effi-

cient. A match is only 2 minutes, 

every second counts!  

Continued on page 6 

By Grace Scarberry 
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Senior Spotlight: Eric Bailey 

Question: What are you planning 

on doing after high school? 

Answer: I’m going on a road tr ip 

with a couple friends and then 

when we’re on the other side of the 

country I will get out and backpack 

and I’m not sure if I’m going to go 

straight home or go somewhere 

else; I really don’t have it planned 

out yet. 

Question: What inspired you to 

do that? 

Answer: I had absolutely no idea 

what I was going to do so I’m basi-

cally just using that so that I’m not 

doing nothing, I guess, just really 

for the experience.  

Question: What are your  fears 

once your friends drop you off and 

leave? 

Answer: That I’m going to get 

picked up by a serial killer… or the 

wildlife around me such as moun-

tain lions and wolves and stuff. 

Question: Do you have any plan 

at all? 

Answer: I plan to walk either  

South or home, depending on the 

weather, or hitch hike if I can. 

Then there’s also this app that I 

have called couch surfing, so basi-

cally people open up their homes to 

you and you can have a place to 

stay.  

Question: Are you planning on 

ever attending college? 

Answer: Yes I am 100%  going to 

college, I just don’t know what for 

yet and that’s a big part as to why 

I’m going on the trip.  

Question: What’s the best case 

scenario that could come out of this 

trip? 

Answer: That I just live 

that part of my life learning 

as much information from as 

many people as I can so that 

I can get an accurate depic-

tion on life. 

Question: How does your  

family feel about this? 

Answer: It’s a mixture of them 

being nervous and thinking that 

I’m dumb. 

Question: What happens if there 

is an emergency, what are you go-

ing to do? 

Answer: It depends on what kind 

of emergency it is. Like, if it’s an 

emergency on my end then I’ll just 

figure out a way to resolve it as 

best as I can. Now, if it’s an emer-

gency at home then I guess I’ll just 

rush home as fast as I can. 

Question: What are teacher’s 

opinions on this? 

Answer: Um I’ve had teachers 

tell me they like the idea as long as 

I’m safe about it, I’ve had teachers 

say they love the idea, and I’ve also 

had some say they absolutely hate 

the idea. Pretty much every differ-

ent opinion there is to have about 

it. 

By Mckenna Haggerty 

Senior Tomas Sanchez 

Eric Bailey as he climbs a cliff on  

his adventure 
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Urinetown Performance Review 

By Bailey Polen 

 March 15th
 through the 18th, the play you’re 

in town, more famously known as urine town, 
rocked the stage with their performances at the Ohio 

theatre. 

What is Urinetown? URINETOWN takes 
place in a time of desperation and desolation. A mas-
sive water shortage (caused by a twenty year 
drought) means that private 
toilets have been outlawed 
and the public now have to 
pay “for the privilege to 

pee.”  

These public ameni-
ties, as they’re known, are 
run by the evil Urine Good 
Company (or UGC) headed 
up by the villainous Cald-
well B. Cladwell. If citi-
zens relieve themselves in 
public or refuse to pay the fee, they’re sent to the 
infamous Urinetown. Being sent to Urinetown 

means being thrown off the roof and killed. 

I had attended the Friday showing of the mu-
sical and was pleasantly surprised with the outcome. 

As far as I could tell, the audience around me en-

joyed the show as well.  

When first hearing about the musical, I’ll ad-
mit, I was taken aback. I thought, “Why would 
someone create a musical about pee?” After hearing 
more about the storyline, I was intrigued. It was 
clear when the show started that this show would be 

filled with witty satire. 

 I was impressed with the casting of 
the show. Each actor/actress was per-

fect for his or her role. 

“When we first found out what the 
show was, I’m going to be honest and 
say that I didn’t like it. But after 
spending several months working on 
the show, I grew to love the show. It’s 
really funny and I really liked working 
with the cast, crew, pit and directors,” 

said junior Gwyneth Hollenbach. 

Gwyn Portrayed Miss Pennywise 
in the play. She collected the citizen’s money at 

amenity 9. 

“The show couldn’t have gone any better. It 
went so well and I’m so proud of how much every-

one grew,” said Gwyn. 

Cast strikes a final pose to  end the performance. 

By Grace Scarberry 

Q: If you could tell the students 

one thing about robotics, what 

would it be? 

A: Consider it! It's hands down the 
most fun program that I've ever 
been involved with in education, as 
well as being one of the most bene-
ficial to the students' futures. Cou-
pled with a well-rounded education 
including math, writing skills, com-
munication skills, athletics and the 
arts; it makes our high school an 
even better place to be! Loudon-
ville has quickly claimed its place 

with some of the top robotics pro-
grams in the state, and even coun-
try, it's all about the daily hard 
work by our students that gets us 

there!  

Q: Is there anything else you 

would like to say about the team 

or the program? 

A: It's been an absolute joy to 
coach/facilitate this team through-
out the year. These students come 
into the STEM program in year 1, 
and then have POE class in year 2 
with me, and then can choose to 
take Robotics if they would like to 

apply. It's an amazingly grueling 
schedule, with 11 regular season 
tournaments, daily work in the 
classroom, after school work, and 
many weekends. We start our year 
the first day of school, and the 
competition never really ends until 
mid-April with the World Champi-
onships if we are lucky enough to 
make it back, and even then we are 
still doing projects and outreach 
until the end of the year! It's been a 
fantastic and rewarding experience 
for all involved! ......and 
#JustSendIt to Worlds LHS Robot-

ics! 

LHS Robo&cs Con&nued... 
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Interview: Lorena Nogueira 

By. Bailey Polen 

Q: What is your favorite subject? 

A: Biology, math, and chem. But 

mostly biology. 

Q: What are you going to college 

for? 

A: Biology or some sort of science. 

Q: What is your favorite animal? 

A: I love all animals. 

Q: What is your opinion of the 

weather here? 

A: I liked the snow at first but now 

I hate the cold. Its summer in Brazil 

and I miss the warm. 

Q: What have you enjoyed most 

about your time here so far? 

A: Everything especially the girls 

in cheerleading. They took me in 

and really made me feel at home.  

Q: What has been your biggest 

struggle? 

A: Missing my family which is es-

pecially hard right now. I want to 

go back to Brazil but I also want to 

stay here because they are my fami-

ly too. 

Q: Do you get home sick very of-

ten? 

A: I’ve only been really home sick 

once and it was during my dad’s 

birthday. It really just depends on 

the person on how homesick some-

one gets. It varies. 

Q: What is the largest difference 

between schools here and the 

schools in Brazil? 

A: In Brazil we have 12 subjects all 

year. You have the same subjects 

all year but the schedule is always 

changing. So one week you could 

have your math on Monday and the 

next could be on Friday. Also you 

can leave for lunch where here you 

have to stay. 

Q: Do you have any animals? 

A: Yes. A fluffy white dog named 

Bob. 

Q: What did you think of 

Loudonville being such a small 

town? 

A: well I didn’t have much time to 

look it up before I came here. I was 

placed late and they also sent me 

the wrong name of the town so I 

didn’t know until I got here. It was 

weird that everything is so far 

away. In Brazil I can just take a bus 

whenever I want to go somewhere. 

Here I can’t drive so I have to rely 

on others to take me places. 

Q: What were you most excited 

about? 

A: The experience of it all. I ex-

pected it to be just like the movies 

and I figured out it wasn’t. It is 

good that is not. I really enjoy be-

ing here. 

Q: What it difficult to under-

stand English when you came? 

A: kind of. I had 5 years of regular 

English classes and private but it 

was hard at first because some peo-

ple talk really fast. 

Q: what is your opinion of the 

food here? 

A: I’ll just say I prefer the food in 

Brazil. In Brazil we eat a lot in the 

morning, a little bit for lunch, and 

almost nothing for dinner. If we do, 

it’s like a snack. Here I eat almost 

nothing for breakfast, something 

for lunch, and a lot for dinner. I got 

used to it though. 

Q: What would you do during a 

zombie apocalypse? 

A: I watch A LOT of movies so I 

know what I’m doing. I would try 

to find a good place to hide in a 

high place that had food and water. 

  The Brazilian Flag 
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Kickin’ it with Kenny 

By McKenna Haggerty 

 Hello my loves! Your girl 

is back for another round of this 

terrible article, which I choose to 

put out every couple weeks so I 

don’t have to write about some-

thing completely boring. School 

still sucks, I’m still absolutely 

100% ready to graduate. Have any 

of you guys also received 

“truancy warning” letters in the 

mail? Yeah, well upon receiving 

that letter, I thought of at least 3 

more days where I won’t be com-

ing to school. Whoops. So for this 

week’s newspaper article I will be 

telling y’all about my trip to the 

NYC (whether u actually wanna 

hear ab it or not, I don’t really 

give a crap bc I just needed some-

thing to write ab). 

 So we drove to Akron and 

left Loudonville at around 8 p.m. 

Once we got to Akron we boarded 

this charter bus (it was old but it 

was low key comfortable), then 

we stopped to pick up other pas-

sengers from random places like a 

Walmart. Thennn, we transferred 

to a brand new charter bus and at 

first I was like “heck yeah, lit.” So 

then the long 9 hour trip to New 

York City started and I suddenly 

discovered that the bus was an-

noyingly uncomfortable (lol L). 

Magically I was able to fall asleep 

and I pretty much woke up as we 

were approaching the city. Before 

we went deep into the big NYC 

we stopped at this sketchy trucker 

station where we were able to 

change and put makeup on (praise 

the lorddd). We then begin to 

drive through the city and I’m im-

mediately amazed, then the bus 

dropped everyone off at Grand 

Central Station and from there on 

out until the bus picked us up at 8 

p.m. we were on our own.  

 Our first stop after we 

walked around Grand Central was 

Mcdonalds because we were hun-

gry af and it was the first thing we 

saw. We finished eating and then 

walked (it was early so it was 

completely freezing out) to Times 

Square. Times Square was super 

awesome and there were lights 

and billboards everywhere, its 

honestly overwhelming because 

how much there is to look at. 

From Times Square we boarded 

this double decker bus to take us 

around the city, I’m glad we de-

cided to do that because one, it 

was freezing and 2, it was a good 

way to learn about and become 

more familiar with the city.  

 We then stopped at ground 

zero to see the 9/11 memorial and 

that was really chilling. The pools 

which the waters in are massive 

and it’s a kind of surreal experi-

ence when you think about what 

happened in that exact location. 

The next destination was to see 

the new world trade building and 

we went to the observation room 

at the top of the tower; that had to 

have been my favorite part of the 

whole trip because you could lit-

erally see the entire city.  

 After that we went to Chi-

na Town and found a really cool 

artisan pizza shop and we ate. 

Then, we went to Madame 

Tuss’auds wax museum which 

was fun (but actually it was sorta 

creepy). By that time it was get-

ting late so we hit a couple shops 

and bought some souvenirs then 

went and ate dinner in Times 

Square at Bubba Gumps. It was 

my first time there and the food 

was bangin. Since the bus was 

uncomfortable, you already know 

the ride home sucked plus we 

were all so tired. Overall the trip 

was amazing and I’m glad to cross 

it off the bucket list but I really 

wish we could’ve spent a few 

nights there just to experience 

more that New York has to offer. 

Don’t worry though because I def-

initely plan on owning a pent-

house there someday when I hit it 

big and make hella stacks. 


