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1.   Only for the strong. To become a lineman, you have to have extreme mental and 

physical strength. The mental strength is a main factor when you are working 12 hour 

days six days a week. One wrong move or one miss communication from fatigue or from 

tiredness can cost you your life or many other peoples. Being a lineman will test your 

physical strength too. From hauling gear to pulling thick cable and wire. 

2.  From the ground to the sky.  Linemen must be able to climb and climb all day long. A 

normal Electrical pole is 35 feet tall. Linemen must be able to climb that pole until the 

task at hand is done. Some electrical pole may reach up too 120ft from the ground. If 

you can get over your fear of height, there are high rewards with major scenic views. 

3.  Commitment is the key. Being a lineman isn’t just a job it is a lifestyle. The lineman 

community is like a brother and sisterhood; you all have each other’s back. Being a 

lineman also has consequences for the family too, the long hours a day and the 

unexpected call ins if the power goes out. Some lineman gets called out three times a 

week depending on where you work. This old retired lineman states that most lineman 

work 700 to 1500 hours of overtime a year. 

4.  You need to be handy. You don’t need to have a PhD to become a lineman, all you 

need is to be able to use your hand and have common sense.  Many upcoming linemen 

realize they don’t have what It takes to become a lineman. Only a few high school 

students have what it takes to overcome the 65% dropout rate. Lineman start out with a 

fifteen week starting course then they become an apprentice. An apprentice will be 

taught for at least four years before moving up. 

5.  The fees and the funds. There are fees before you make the big money of becoming a 

lineman. The average lineman school cost around $18,000 to $25,000 it might be on the 

upper side depending on if you take extra classes or not. But an average journeyman 

lineman makes around $40.42 dollars an hour. A high school student that goes to 

lineman school can make over $96,000 a year before they are 25 years old. So most 

lineman can have their school debt paid off before they are 30 years’ old 

6.  Throw caution to the wind. Being a lineman has high risk for the job. A lineman is one 

of the top ten most dangerous jobs in the United States. About 19 line workers in every 

100,000 workers die on the job a year. That’s why safety is one of the most important 

things a lineman should be aware of. Lineman are one of the first men and women to 

get called in to work after a natural disaster. 


