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By Annie Johnson 

 Many Americans favorite sea-

son is coming up with some of the 

most beloved holidays, Thanksgiv-

ing, Christmas, and New Year’s.                           

Of course first up is Thanksgiving, 

one of the warmest and coziest holi-

days of all.     

 You spend it with your fam-

ily cozied up around a table with 

delicious food and many traditions.               

Many people’s celebrations are not 

complete without a ham or turkey. 

Although that was not always done, 

it became a tradition in the 17-

1800’s.        Another very known 

tradition in a lot of families is break-

ing the wishbone.   

 The wishbone, also known as 

the furcula, is taken from the carcass of 

the turkey and dried out. Two people 

hang on to each side of the wishbone 

and crack it apart and whoever gets the 

bigger piece supposedly will get their 

wish granted.                                    

 That tradition dates back thou-

sands of years and it was passed down 

through many ancient civilizations and 

eventually to Americans.                               

 A more recent tradition is Ma-

cy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. The 

parade features floats and balloons as 

they march in front of Macy's depart-

ment store in New York City.                 

 Since its first appearance in 

1924 it has become a classic 

Thanksgiving tradition.   Millions of 

people line the street in NYC and 

watch it on TV in the morning.   

 In fact this year LHS sopho-

more Allison Heimberger is in it 

marching in The Great American 

Marching Band.       

 Anxious young children 

await Santa's appearance as the last 

float of the parade and he always 

appears with his reindeer at noon-

time to mark the beginning of the 

Christmas season. 

What different people do for Thanksgiving 

Black Friday: Consumer’s epic holiday 
By McKenna Haggerty  

 After your third plate of 

mashed potatoes, gravy, and turkey 

you better let the turkey work its mag-

ic and fall asleep until at least 9:00 

pm. Make sure to wake up early 

enough to get some Starbucks and 

drive at least a half hour to get to a 

location that has, even then, only half 

decent stores. It is always a require-

ment to dress warm because in order 

to get the deal you want, standing in 

line may be required. 

 Why is black Friday called 

“black Friday” anyways? This long 

awaited day is termed “black Friday” 

because in the 1950s, police Philadel-

phia used the term to describe the cha-

os on the day after Thanksgiving. 

Masses of suburban shoppers and 

tourists would flood into the city in 

advance of the big Army-Navy foot-

ball game held on that Saturday every 

year. Not only would the cops not be 

able to take the day off, but they 

would have to work extra-long shifts 

dealing with the additional crowds 

and traffic. As a result of the chaos, 

shoplifting would also occur adding to 

the law enforcement headache.  

 What is the obsession with 

black Friday? Last year alone, 101.7 

million people ventured out into the 

hordes of people seeking the deal they 

were after. Some consumers attend 

black Friday as a consumption ritual 

that is practiced and shared by multi-

ple generations of family members 

and close friends. Others may enjoy 

the competitive aspect while shopping, 

such as racing to the back of the store 

to make sure what you need hasn’t ran 

out. One study done showed that hap-

piness, courteousness, and calmness 

ranked more common with shoppers 

than anger related emotions.  

 Fellow students, teachers, and 

staff; when traveling and driving all 

over the state on Friday, please be sure 

to drive safely and avoid fighting with 

other shoppers! 

  



 2 

Many reasons to be thankful 
By McKenna Haggerty 

 It should not be one day in 

November that you reflect on what 

you are thankful for. You may not 

even consider to be thankful for some 

things; when considering what other 

people do not have or are going 

through, you will find a reason to be 

thankful for nearly everything in your 

life… perhaps even life itself. To truly 

identify what you are thankful for, 

look beyond the objects and inanimate 

things.  

 Of course, I am thankful for 

the usual things such as: shelter, food, 

health, family, etc. However, I am 

thankful for all of the negative experi-

ences in my life because, though at 

those moments I was not grateful, I 

can appreciate how they have shaped 

me into the person I am today. I am 

thankful for a healthy relationship 

with my parents (including the fact 

that they discipline me). Also, I am 

thankful for my education and the 

teachers who have taught me through-

out these past 12 years. Those teachers 

have not only prepared me for college 

and future success, but they have also 

taught me valuable life lessons.  

 I am thankful for the freedoms 

within this country and the brave, cou-

rageous souls willing to sacrifice eve-

rything to keep our liberty. I am 

thankful for all of the intelligent peo-

ple in the world who help develop 

cures and create such great medical 

and technological advancements. I am 

thankful for living and growing up in 

the area that I do; Loudonville is a 

beautiful and safe town and I’m happy 

to call it my home.  

 This Thanksgiving when you 

are taking turns sharing what you are 

thankful for with your parents, really 

reflect on something you truly are 

thankful for instead of blurting out an 

answer because you cannot wait an-

other second for that savory turkey 

sitting in the kitchen. 

 

 

 By Annie Johnson 

 Many people think very tradi-

tional and do not think that people 

should dye their hair funky colors. 

They believe that it’s a distraction and 

disrupts learning along with shoulders 

and belly buttons and jeans with holes. 

Most innocent ways of self-expression 

are frowned upon in school. 

  In a lot of school dress codes 

they ban dying ones hair an unnatural 

color. They say that its too distracting 

and causes too many problems. Tex-

ting and driving is distracting. It’s the 

cause of 23% of all car crashes. How 

many car crashes has unnaturally dyed 

hair caused? 0%. What have students 

said are distracting? Netflix, social 

media, phones, etc. But you will never 

hear about somebody being distracted 

for an entire class period by some-

body’s brightly colored hair. 

 Many stories have went viral 

of students getting suspended or pun-

ished because of their unnaturally col-

ored hair. They deem it distracting and 

problematic however it does not dis-

rupt the classroom at all. No student 

has ever said they could not focus be-

cause another student had bright hair. 

It is a way to express yourself and 

should not have an impact on your ed-

ucation or workability. It makes no 

sense that schools and workplaces do 

not allow colored hair or piercings.  

 Does the color of one’s hair or 

the piercings they have affect other 

people? Does it affect the rate at which 

they, or others work or learn? No be-

cause it’s just the appearance of some-

one. It’s not going to change anything. 

It is simply just self-expression and it 

is a right we have as people. If we are 

constantly told to express ourselves but 

punished for doing so, what do we do? 

Do we express ourselves and get pun-

ished? Or do we all dress, act, and look 

the same like we’re programmed ro-

bots?  

 Schools instead of punishing 

people for self-expression, should pro-

mote it or at least be more understand-

ing of it. We are not just a bunch of 

robots. We have differences and we 

like to express ourselves. We should 

be more open to the diversity and dif-

ferences of people and less small 

minded. After all, we’re only human.  

Self-expression should be promoted 

Editorials 
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Winter Sports Preview 

By Brooke Beans 

 As fall fades into winter, 

sports follow suit. After some success-

ful fall sports teams, it’s time to take a 

look at our up and coming winter 

sports teams. With winter sports sea-

sons preparing to start, our first look 

will be into our girls’ and boys’ basket-

ball teams. 

 Our boys’ basketball team will 

feature four seniors this year, including 

Dakota Cutlip, Jayson Mitchell, Logan 

Fisher, and Hunter Martin. Looking to 

improve on their 8-15 season, head 

Coach Kelly Seboe has some things 

he’s excited for.  

“I’m really excited to see how 

hard the boys are going to play and the 

identity they are going to portray. 

Their defense has improved tremen-

dously, and I can’t wait to see how that 

helps us in not only league play, but 

tournament play as well,” said Seboe. 

With every new season, all sports 

teams have goals, things they look to 

improve on from last year to make 

them a more rounded out team.  

“Our goals this season are to 

win the league, go on a tournament 

run, and improve on our 8-15 record. 

As long as the boys continue to work 

hard in practice, and continue to do 

things right and with 100% effort, I 

have no doubt that this goals can be 

achieved,” said Seboe.  

With goals in place for this 

year’s boys’ basketball team, adversity 

follows, trying to make those goals 

harder to reach. Adversity for sports 

teams is usually tough matchups, not 

only on an individual player level, but 

on a whole team level as well. “St. Pe-

ter’s will be a very tough, league game. 

They are a strong team, not only the 

three time defending conference 

champs, but also back to back regional 

finalists as well. The Hillsdale match-

up is always a tough game, being a 

rivalry, the skills of the teams become 

less relevant. Rivalry matchups always 

tend to be competitive,” said Seboe.  

The boys tip off December 2nd, 

2017 at 6 p.m. for their first matchup 

of the season against West Holmes. 

Our girls’ basketball team will 

feature one senior this year, including 

Rachel Weber. Looking to add onto 

their 20-4 season, head Coach Tyler 

Bates has some things he’s excited for 

as well.  

“Our girls have worked very 

hard in the off-season, I am looking 

forward to seeing them in game action. 

It gets pretty old practicing all of the 

time-- So I think we are all ready to 

play some games,” said Bates. Seeing 

improvement, Bates also said, “I think 

that we are a little bit deeper than last 

year. I feel comfortable putting any-

where between 9 and 13 players in the 

game. With that being said—we still 

need to be more efficient on both sides 

of the half, but I think work ethic and 

desire to improve are there—so I am 

excited to see more improvements 

come to fruition as games start.” 

Some may ask what goals 

would be to top off a 20 win previous 

season, but Bates and his team have 

some in mind. “It would be great to 

win 20+ games again, because nobody 

has done that back-to-back years in 

school history. We would also love to 

win our conference outright and make 

a legitimate run in the tournament, 

which is something that hasn’t been 

done in a long time,” said Bates. 

 Adversity for the girl’s team 

comes in a couple of different forms. 

The first, like any other team is tough 

matchups. “Until we can beat Central 

Christian, who has beaten us 4 games 

in a row—I definitely consider that a 

tough matchup. We also have good 

non-league games this year against 

Tusky Valley at the Classic in the 

Country and Big Walnut in The Cage 

at the end of the year. That should be 

very challenging—along with a host of 

other challenging opponents,” said 

Bates. The other challenge they face is 

the loss of starting point guard Nikki 

Weber, due to a knee injury.  

 “Anytime you lose someone 

who does so much for the time—

everyone from the coaches to the last 

girl on the bench needs to step up and 

get a little bit better. Until you see it on 

the court in a real game, there are obvi-

ously concerns there, but I am confi-

dent that we have the group to pick up 

the slack and overcome as many of the 

deficits that losing Nikki leaves us, as 

possible,” said Bates.  

The girls tip off November 

25th, 2017 at 6 p.m. for their first 

matchup of the season against Mans-

field Senior. 
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Parent-child relationships: Not necessarily what they seem 
 By Grace Scarberry 

 Many couples dream about 

starting a family. They pick out the 

perfect name, shop for the cutest out-

fits, and research the safest car seats 

and strollers. They have lots of sleep-

less nights, and go through countless 

diapers. Later down the road, they dis-

cuss what age their child will be al-

lowed to date, when he/she can get a 

cell phone, and what their teenager’s 

curfew will be once he/she learns to 

drive.  

 Many times, when a teenag-

er thinks about starting a family they 

say something to themselves along 

the lines of “I will never be as strict 

as my parents are. They just don’t 

understand what it’s like being a 

teenager.” Unfortunately, the teen-

age population tends to forget that 

their parents were once teenagers 

who made mistakes and they are just 

trying to protect their babies. 

 Originally, this article came 

about when a group of girls were dis-

cussing their relationships with their 

parents. It appeared at the time that 

teenagers don’t agree with their par-

ents, and their parents don’t understand 

that teenagers are trying to go out and 

have fun with their lives. 

 When I dug deeper into this 

topic, it revealed a very different per-

spective from both parents and other 

teens throughout Loudonville High 

School. 

 Some students have very close 

relationships with their parents.  

 “I can talk to them about eve-

rything… my parents have been a huge 

part of my life and I’m gonna be the 

same way for my kids someday. They 

give me rules to keep me safe and I do 

my best to follow them. [I enjoy being 

with] my mom because we can goof 

off and have fun together,” said junior 

Stephanie Kline. 

 Being close with their parents 

has led to students also wanting to be 

like their parents some day when they 

have their own children. 

 “I have a pretty good relation-

ship with my parents most of the time. 

I like my mom better. I’m not sure if 

it’s because she’s been around longer, 

but we seem to get along better than 

my [step] dad and I. She’s also a lot 

easier to talk to. I think I would [be 

like them] for the most part,” said Dai-

sy White. 

 Although it is very stereotypi-

cal that teenagers grow up thinking 

they’re misunderstood and their par-

ents are ridiculous, it turns out the par-

ents at Loudonville did not feel this 

way as kids. 

“… My parents weren’t strict enough,” 

said Mrs. Beck, the freshman English 

teacher. “I always planned to be strict 

with my children and never be ‘that 

parent’ that you see in the store with 

the screaming kids. But that’s exactly 

what I am. It’s not a parenting issue 

though. Young children just have trou-

ble controlling their emotions.” 

 “It’s not necessarily being 

strict. It’s being structured. Parenting is 

a lot like teaching. The more structure 

there is, the smoother things go”, said 

Mr. Drown, the college Algebra and 

Pre-Calculus teacher. 

 Aimee Ross, author, 

teacher, and mother, explained 

that growing up her mom had 

always been really open with her 

and she always planned to be that 

way with her own daughters. 

 Mrs. Burd, the sopho-

more English teacher gives some 

insight to what it’s like actually 

being a parent and one of the 

struggles she faces. 

 “Kids lie sometimes. Par-

ents come in during conferences 

saying ‘well they said they were 

doing their homework.’ You can’t al-

ways trust what they’re saying and I 

plan to be involved and follow up as 

Oliver gets older.” 

 By the end of class that day, I 

came back to talk to these girls again. 

The situations that had fired them up 

earlier finally simmered down and left 

them realizing that although they don’t 

always see eye to eye with their par-

ents they still love them and appreciate 

everything they do. 
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Brazilian teen joining Loudonville High School for the year 

By Brooke Beans 

 In small town Loudonville, 

Ohio, days are typically quiet. In this 

rural area you typically can’t drive 

more than a mile without seeing endless 

rows of corn and bean fields. Students 

at LHS stare out of their classroom win-

dows and see an endless corn field. 

Some of the most notable areas and ac-

tivities this small town are known for 

are the Mohican 

forest, camping and 

canoeing. These are 

the scenes that Lo-

rena Nogueira first 

saw when she made 

it to Loudonville. 

 “Before I 

came to America I 

had this whole vi-

sion, like it would 

be like a movie, 

you know one of 

those classic Amer-

ican movies, but 

when I got to know 

the teachers, the people, and the places 

I realized that it wasn’t the dream I had. 

Sure it’s very different from my 

hometown, but not as intimidating as 

the movies,” said Nogueira. Thinking 

about her future, already Lorena has 

shown interest of coming back to the 

U.S. after her exchange is over. “I plan 

to come back, and if I get into a college 

here I plan to stay and construct a life 

here,” said Nogueira.  

 Lorena’s initial interest to come 

to the U.S. stemmed from her desire to 

have the experience of our culture. “I 

wanted to come to the USA to have the 

experience, grow up as a person, learn 

more about how American students 

learn about other countries and cultures, 

become more fluent in English, make 

new friends, and establish a connection 

with another culture,” said Nogueira. 

Getting a taste of the American culture, 

like many new to here, Lorena’s first 

taste came from none other than 

McDonald’s. “When my friends from 

home asked what it was like here I told 

them about all the fast food, McDon-

ald’s is my favorite. It’s honestly so 

greasy and gross that it’s impossible not 

to love,” said Nogueira.  

 Culturally there are differences 

between Brazil and the United States. “I 

think the differences between the U.S. 

and Brazil are that American people are 

very nationalistic, and are very respect-

ful towards the military and their flag. I 

can also say that the American people 

are more focused on learning about 

themselves and their history, and tend 

to stick in their bubble. I think Brazilian 

people learn more about what happens 

in the world than American people do,” 

said Nogueira. “Sports here are also so 

much more serious. Sports not only for 

me but for most of Brazilian people are 

considered more of a fun thing than 

something that can get you into college. 

Playing a sport in Brazil is not im-

portant or necessary for any future col-

lege success,” said Nogueira.  

 College interests for Lorena 

have been ranging, and she’s still 

bouncing around some ideas. “I hope to 

go to college for biology or veterinary 

and if all goes well, I can get into a col-

lege here in the United 

States, then I hope to stay 

and create my life here. If 

I don’t I’ll go back to 

Brazil to get a job and go 

to the college of biology 

by our military program,” 

said Nogueira. With a 

clear interest in a biology 

field, to no surprise biolo-

gy is one of Lorena’s fa-

vorite classes. “My favor-

ite class would have to be 

biology, I really love the 

subject, and I like my 

teacher too,” said 

Nogueira.  

 Though she scared of coming 

to this new country, Lorena’s initial 

impression of the States has turned 

around. “My first impression when I 

got here was that I was entering enemy 

territory, no one knew about me and I 

would get on very badly here. After I 

got to know people and got involved in 

sports, I started to have more friends 

and more involved,” said Nogueira. 

Although Loudonville is just a small, 

quiet farm town, Nogueira said, “I’m 

starting to feel more at home here, I’m 

becoming a lot more comfortable. Now 

that I’ve become adjusted to this life-

style, I’m starting to fall in love with 

it.”  

HOMECOMING Lorena and I preparing to enjoy some American culture 
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Veteran, screenwriter, and speechwriter speak to LHS Students 

By. McKenna Haggerty 
 On November 9th Kevin 
Samy, Chris Roessner, and Ken 
Harbough came to Loudonville 
High School to talk to students 
about the importance of 
writing as well as the 
importance of civic en-
gagement. One thing all 
three men share in com-
mon is their determina-
tion to help people. 
Through talking about 
their lives and experienc-
es, students were able to 
learn many things from 
these men that will aid to 
their future success.  
 Interviewed be-
low is Ken Harbaugh, a 
former Navy pilot, Ohio-
an, and the president of 
Team Rubicon Global. 
Team Rubicon Global is 
unites the skills and experiences of 
military veterans with first respond-
ers to rapidly deploy emergency re-
sponse teams. 
 Q: How did your writing 
skills benefit your acceptance into 
Duke and Yale? 
 A: The ability to write in a 
way that is both clear and compel-
ling is an essential skill.  Not only 
for getting into college, but for 
life.  So much of how we communi-
cate, even how we speak, depends 
on well-honed writing skills.  We 
have to be able to tell our story. 
 Q: What made you want to 
join the services, especially the 
Navy? 
 A: I joined the military be-
cause I realized, during my Junior 
year in college, that I had not any-
thing to deserve the privileges I was 
enjoying as an American.  I chose 
the U.S. Navy because I wanted to 
become a Navy pilot.  During my 
time in the service, I led signals in-
telligence missions over the Middle 
East and off of North Korea. 

 Q: What are your long 
term goals for Team Rubicon 
Global? 
 A: Team Rubicon exists to 
help disaster victims on the worst 

days of their lives.  We have re-
trained more than 50,000 veterans to 
deploy as humanitarian respond-
ers.  My hope is that, one day, the 
organization is able to respond to 
every request for help that comes in, 
no matter where in the world that 
may be.  
 Also interviewed is writer/
producer of the Netflix movie 
Sandcastle, Chris Roessner. Chris is 
also an Iraq war veteran. 
 Q: How does writing bene-
fit you as a director? 
 A: Writing is beneficial to 
directing.  Some of the best direc-
tors are writers.  You are forced to 
envision your scene very clearly 
when you write and by the time you 
need to communicate things to ac-
tors and department heads you've 
thought extensively about each of 
the 200 scenes in the film. 
 Q: When did you realize 
that you wanted to be a director? 
A: I realized when I was very young 
I wanted to be a filmmaker.  I used 
to rent movies all the time and go to 

the theatre with my family every 
weekend.  When I was in Iraq I 
watched movies all the time to re-
lax.  It's my favorite thing to do.   
 Q: Being an Iraq war vet-

eran, what is it like 
making a movie 
about war? 
A: Making a film 
about my war experi-
ence was very tax-
ing.  It's emotionally 
draining making any 
kind of movie but it's 
even more the case 
when it’s about your 
actual life.  The good 
news is, after making 
the movie, I feel like I 
can put the war behind 
me now.  I've said 
what I needed to say 
about my time in Iraq. 


