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FFA helps town get ready for fair  
By. McKenna Haggerty 

 On Friday during the FFA class 

periods, students went down to main 

street in Loudonville to help set up for 

the Loudonville street fair. Tasks the 

students helped with mostly consisted 

of se#ng up the livestock tents. “it 

went smoothly. We ran into the regular 

bumps that we always run into,  such as 

which tent overlaps which. Other than 

that it went really well” said FFA stu-

dent Samantha Augens*ne.  

 The FFA also has their own 

produce display in the Paul Bunyan tent 

(located across the street from the C.E 

Budd School) so students were respon-

sible for brining many things such as 

canned goods, pumpkins, and vegeta-

bles. “As an FFA chapter, we don’t really 

do a whole lot because most of us show 

livestock. Some*mes we will help pass 

out awards and announce stuff, mostly 

voluntary things if  they need help” said 

Augens*ne.  

 Students are also entering hay, 

corn, and soy beans to get judged 

through the FFA . The Loudonville street 

fair is free and will be open today, on 

Tuesday, October 3rd. At the fair will be 

rides, games, and lots of different food 

trucks!  

 Other than FFA, Loudonville 

high schools LEO club will be volunteer-

ing in the Lions tent to help serve food. 

Fall sports roundup 

People walking through the fair  

By. Annie Johnson 

 Loudonville’s football team 

lost their last game at 41-47 in Tuslaw. 

This puts them at the record of 0-6. 

Their next game Friday is home 

against Orrville. Coach Rios plans on 

resigning at the end of this season. 

Senior night will be next Friday against 

Cuyahoga Valley Chris*an Academy. 

 The girls soccer team Record 

is 8-1-3. Tying once. Their next game is 

October 7
th

 at Loudonville. Last night 

the girls brought home a win against 

Crestview, the final score was 5-2. 

Stephanie Kline had three goals, Nikki 

Weber had one, and Makalee Zuerch-

er also had one. 

The Boys soccer team record 

is 3-8. Their next game being October 

7
th

 as well against West Holmes. 

The Volleyball team has the 

record of 4-13 with their next game 

being Tonight, October 3
rd

 against 

Temple Chris*an. Senior night for the 

girls will be held next week during 

their last home game against Central 

Chris*an.  
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Slovakian teen temporarily joins small town 
By. Grace Scarberry 

 When you drive through 

the small town of Loudonville, it is 

hard to find an area where there 

isn’t something farm related. As 

the students and teachers pull in-

to the parking lot around 8 a.m. 

Monday through Friday, they 

are surrounded by cornfields. 

This con*nues all throughout 

the whole en*re town. When 17

- year old Slovakian foreign ex-

change student, Jakub Vrbican 

came to Loudonville, this is 

what he would have seen.  

 When he first came he 

says he was very jet legged and 

didn’t pay much aEen*on to the 

area. “When I woke up and felt 

beEer, I looked outside and ac-

tually saw it for the first *me. It 

was beau*ful! The nature re-

minds me of home.” Although 

he says it’s very different, he 

likes it here so far.  

 It’s always been a dream 

of Jakub’s to come to the United 

States. When he was just five 

years old both of his older 

brothers had been sent to the 

U.S. through the foreign ex-

change programs. “One was sent 

to the east, the other to the west-

ern side,” Vrbican said. The travel-

ing of his brothers is what influ-

enced him to also join the ex-

change program. 

 When he found out he was 

coming to the small town of 

Loudonville, Ohio, Vrbican did 

some research. “I didn’t find 

much. Just the number of people 

that lived here and where it’s lo-

cated,” he said. “The school page 

wasn’t even up so I wasn’t sure 

what the school was even like.” 

 So far Vrbican has been 

enjoying football here. It is one of 

the sports they don’t have in Slo-

vakia. “There are no school sports 

back home. Only club teams,” he 

said. If there are ever games 

played at the school they are just 

some students that play on club 

teams that organize a game 

against each other and play back 

and forth. 

 Throughout his *me being 

here, many other students have 

taken him to various fast food, 

and sit down restaurants to eat at. 

He didn’t hesitate to say that Taco 

Bell is by far his favorite, but he 

hasn’t tried chipotle yet, so he 

looks forward to trying that. He 

said he isn’t used to ea*ng so 

much fast food. He misses his 

home cooked meals especially a 

dish called Halusky which he said 

is “Mac and cheese but 

100 *mes beEer!” 

 Although he is not 

quite sure when or what 

he will be doing, Vrbican 

plans on coming back to 

the United States some-

day aJer he leaves. He is 

currently thinking about 

coming back to aEend 

college here. If not, he 

definitely will come back 

for vaca*ons. If he de-

cides to come back for 

college, he isn’t quite 

sure what he will major 

in. “I love sports and mu-

sic, but I really enjoy psy-

chology,” Vrbican said. 

Although, he said his fa-

vorite class he is enrolled 

in here so far is French. 

 Despite the fact 

that, according to Jakub, 

Americans tend to have 

bad manners and are rude some-

*mes, he is having a great *me 

here, and is so glad that this is the 

place he was sent to. 

 

 

 

Jakub will be aEending LHS for one full school year 
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Local Loudonville teen gets connected to the world 
By. Brooke Beans 

 In today’s society everyone 

around us is connected to the 

world, via the internet on some 

sort of smartphone. Landline 

phones have become obsolete, 

and the flip phone is coming next. 

Loudonville High School junior, 

Grace Scarberry, knows a thing or 

two about having an older 

phone and not being con-

nected to the world.  

 “I got my very first 

phone the summer before 

my freshman year,” said 

Scarberry. In a society where 

kids are ge#ng phones at 

younger and younger ages, 

this is also unusual. “I had 

that phone for two years be-

fore I ul*mately upgraded to 

the iPhone 7, aJer months of 

begging,” said Scarberry.  

 A commonly known 

fact about smartphones is 

the cost, the phone itself is 

very expensive, and add on 

the cost of cellular data to 

connect to the internet. 

“Although my parents have 

previously paid for my old 

phone, they did say I will oc-

casionally have to help with 

the payments,” said Scarber-

ry.  

 Smartphones are infamous 

for the variety of applica*ons they 

provide, whether it be Snapchat 

or Instagram. “The first thing I did 

was add my contacts back into my 

phone because none of them 

transferred. Soon aJer that I 

downloaded Instagram and Snap-

chat,” said Scarberry. Most people 

today are on their phones just 

about all the *me. With having an 

old phone you can’t connect to 

the internet, which is exactly what 

happened with Scarberry. “I’d say 

my phone usage has definitely in-

creased. I’d say I use both Insta-

gram and Snapchat quite fre-

quently, but the one I use the 

most is Snapchat,” said Scarberry. 

 In today’s society it has 

almost become a necessity to be 

connected on the Internet, to see 

and know what’s going on in the 

world. “Finally having these apps 

makes me feel so much more con-

nected to the outside world. I did-

n’t have anything to keep me in-

formed before this. I couldn’t even 

check the weather each morning. I 

think nowadays it is crucial to 

have a smartphone because our 

world has advanced to that. It’s 

become a norm. Everyone’s lives 

are posted on the internet and 

since I couldn’t see that I didn’t 

know what was happening even 

within our school. I didn’t know 

even the liEle things, like couples 

at LHS who had star*ng da-

*ng or had broken up.” 

 Having a smartphone 

is becoming more and more 

common today. It’s becoming 

a societal norm. You almost 

need one to be connected to 

the world, whether it be find-

ing out today’s news, daily 

weather, or just finding out 

who is da*ng and breaking up 

at Loundonville High School. 

More people are switching 

over to the smartphone life. 

Grace Scarberry being one of 

those people.  

Grace becoming familiar with her first smartphone 
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Should school start later? 
By. Annie Johnson 

 As students start ge#ng back 

into the swing of things at school it 

brings up a very good ques*on. 

Would it be beEer if school started 

later in the morning? Kids oJen com-

plain about how early they get up 

every morning and how *red they 

are throughout the day.  

 Every day I hear at least 

three students per class say “I’m 

*red,” or “I didn’t get enough sleep 

last night.” The reason being that 

kids stay up into the late hours of the 

night just to get their work done on 

*me. With hours of homework on 

top of school, work, athle*cs, and 

extracurricular, how are we sup-

posed to fit sleep into our schedules? 

We have our days filled with all that 

and are expected to be asleep at a 

decent *me to get up at 6 in the 

morning. At this rate majority of stu-

dents are ge#ng a less than healthy 

amount of sleep. 

 Amy Morin did a study where 

she found out that more than 90% of 

adolescents are chronically sleep de-

prived. She also linked the lack of 

sleep to a reliance on caffeine, alco-

hol, and tobacco. Although you may 

think the students should just go to 

bed earlier, that is not a viable op-

*on. Along with work, homework, 

and extracurricular ac*vi*es, most 

teens cannot fall asleep earlier than 9 

or 10 even if they’re *red. Due to 

hormonal shiJs we cannot go to bed 

sooner than are bodies are typically 

used to. 

 Delaying the start *me as 

liEle as 30 minutes could make a 

huge difference in academic perfor-

mance and over all behavior but 

many school districts refuse to delay. 

They worry if the start *me is de-

layed even by just 30 minutes, it will 

be like a domino effect on every-

thing. It could be problema*c for bus 

schedules, aJer school ac*vi*es, and 

spor*ng events. 

I think that’s just a load of 

excuses. With a two hour late start 

busses have no problem with their 

schedule and that’s longer than just 

30 minutes. AJer school ac*vi*es 

would be shiJed half an hour later or 

could start earlier, like if a prac*ce 

was before at about 4 o’clock, you 

could change that to 4:30 or 3:30 and 

they could get out of 7
th

 period a few 

minutes early to go.  Spor*ng events 

would likely be able to stay the same 

*me considering most games typical-

ly aren’t un*l 6 or 7. Being later in 

the evening makes them easier to 

aEend and a half hour delay should 

not affect any of those things too 

terribly.  

Is college worth it?  
By. Brooke Beans 

 This school year for myself 

and my fellow senior classmates 

brings around a whole new chapter in 

our lives. Everything we have known 

our whole lives will be changing. Then 

the thought arises that some have 

been dreading, and some impa*ently 

wai*ng for, applying to college.  

 With the chapter of college 

approaching it comes the *me for 

people to decide if college is even 

worth it. Some will decide it is, some 

will decide it’s not, and some will go 

to the military. Then there’s the mid-

dle ground, people who can’t decide 

if it’s worth it to go thousands of dol-

lars into debt to get a beEer job. 

 In its most recent survey of 

college pricing, the College Board re-

ports that a "moderate" college budg-

et for an in-state public college for 

the 2016–2017 academic year aver-

aged $24,610. A moderate budget at 

a private college averaged $49,320. 

The things that go into these prices 

can range from tui*on, fees, housing, 

meals, books, supplies, and personal 

and transporta*on costs. Though the 

“s*cker price” of going to college can 

seem scary, people need to keep in 

mind that financial aid and scholar-

ships help tremendously. 

 In 2005, the average income 

for a Bachelor’s Degree holder was 

$54,689 versus an income of $19,915 

for a high school graduate. A Bache-

lor’s Degree holder earns twice as 

much in a life*me as a high school 

graduate (Source: US Census Bureau).  

According to an es*mate, in 2028 

there will be 19 million more jobs for 

educated workers than there are 

qualified people to fill them (Source: 

KnowHow2Go). Sta*s*cs show that 

college grads have beEer health and 

exercise more. Employers oJen offer 

health care plans and wellness pro-

grams. Grads tend to have more job 

sa*sfac*on and *me off for recrea-

*on (Source: College Board, Educa-

*on Pays: The Benefits of Higher Edu-

ca*on for Individuals and Society).  

 Overall the price of college 

can be scary for mostly everyone, but 

the “s*cker price” is oJen not what 

people pay once they get financial aid 

and scholarships. With the benefits 

you can get with ge#ng a degree 

from a college it really makes it con-

siderable and worth going in the long 

run.  

Editorials 
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Fresh air or *mes square 
By. Grace Scarberry 

 Every morning you wake up to 

the bright sun shining through your 

window. In the spring you hear the 

sparrows and robins chirping. When 

you walk outside you are able to in-

hale the sweet smell of fresh air. 

There’s a good chance that as you 

walk around or drive down the road 

there will be fields full of corn and soy-

beans and pastures of caEle. It’s calm-

ing and peaceful, and for a while you 

feel as if the whole world is like this. If 

you live in town, you may hear the 

roar of an occasional train, but nothing 

like the constant honking of a city’s 

hustle and bustle.  

 This is what it is like growing 

up in a small town. Nature wraps 

around you no maEer where you go. It 

is such a small secluded area that eve-

ryone knows everyone. If there is 

news, the whole school knows within 

days. Teachers are friends with your 

parents, and the whole community is 

connected.  

 As you walk down the streets, 

the few places makes it is easy to de-

cide what you want to go do. You can 

get some coffee and visit the library, or 

you can grab some Taco Bell or 

McDonald’s and stroll through the 

jewelry store. In the summer you can 

go swimming at the public pool or hik-

ing through the Mohican Forest. From 

April un*l October, you can take a ca-

noe trip or go mini golfing.  

 Many teenagers wish there 

were more places to hang out. They 

want malls and fancy restaurants. But, 

living in a small town makes it so much 

more exci*ng when you get the 

chance to go into the city and shop or 

have a fancy dinner. 

 Some argue that living in the 

city provides more opportuni*es. In 

reality, small towns have the ability to 

do just as much as big ci*es. The 

downside would be the longer drives, 

but those are experiences in them-

selves, providing even more opportu-

ni*es and memories.  

Although there are small 

amounts of things to do, and few peo-

ple to do ac*vi*es with, small towns 

provide richer memories that s*ck in 

your head forever. Now, instead of 

heading off into the big city, grab some 

friends and make your way down 

through the woods to admire the 

many colors of the falling leaves. You 

will find yourself saying, “yes, this is 

where I want to be.” 

  

Businesses or banjos? 

By. McKenna Haggerty 

 Let’s take a step out of the 

barn, through the cornfields and for-

ests, and focus on the wonderful ben-

efits of the city. For all of you who 

didn’t know, a city by defini*on is “a 

large town.” Living in a city has more 

benefits than living in the country 

such as cultural diversity, opportuni-

*es, and more entertainment.  

 Face it, you sit in a classroom 

and see a room full of people whose 

en*re ancestry also aEended 

Loudonville High School. Not saying 

there is not ANY cultural diversity in 

our school, but the student popula-

*on is certainly predominately white; 

it is not our school’s fault because it 

is a small rural-town. Cultural diversi-

ty makes up ci*es. In most ci*es the 

percentage of white people is usually 

slightly above or some*me under 

50%. Diversity can teach people how 

to accept and communicate with oth-

er cultures, as well as make them 

beEer ci*zens. 

The opportuni*es in ci*es is 

greater than in rural towns. Ci*es are 

composed of many businesses of var-

ying sizes, meaning there is a greater 

amount of jobs. Most people even 

commute from their rural towns eve-

ry day to go to work. Where? In the 

city. The opportunity to even start up 

your own business is best in the city 

because of the higher popula*on.  

Entertainment in the city is 

endless. In some larger ci*es there 

are enough restaurants to be able to 

go to a new one every week. Culture 

comes in to play again with the fact 

that some restaurants will serve for-

eign dishes. Usually in ci*es there are 

history and art museums and live the-

atre performances every weekend. 

Right now you are probably thinking 

“well what about nature and the out-

doors?” Ci*es actually put in lots of 

money to create nice parks, some-

*mes even including ponds to fish in. 

Also found in ci*es are malls and 

movie theatres; this is great because 

in order to see the most recent mov-

ies or shop for clothes, one must 

drive at LEAST 30 minutes.  

The city can provide just as 

much, if not more, than the country. 

You have more diversity, more busi-

nesses, more stores, more jobs… and 

you can s*ll enjoy nature and fresh 

air in a park (or even by walking 

since city traffic can be slightly cra-

zy). 

Editorials 



 6 

Kickin’ it with Kenny 
By. McKenna Haggerty 

 Hello everybody! This is 

your fellow student McKenna 

(aka: Kenny, kenners, kenna, 

mack). I am very excited to an-

nounce that I will be having my 

own feature story in each print of 

The Redbird. Here, you guys will be 

able to hear all of my rants and 

share my experiences with me.  

 So, as everyone knows it’s 

homecoming season, and I had 

the chance to aEend Mapleton 

High School’s homecoming. I just 

want to let everyone know now, 

that you should appreciate the 

homecoming we are blessed with 

here at LHS. Mapleton’s home-

coming was garbage. Walking into 

their “new-ish” building, my ex-

pecta*ons were  already higher 

than they should’ve been. All the 

students had to pay at the door 

because their school did  not sell 

*ckets, so it took forever to even 

get into the dance. Also, because I 

am a “foreigner” and do not 

aEend MHS, an applica*on signed 

by our principal was needed in 

order to have permission to 

aEend the homecoming. If you 

guys didn’t know, LHS does not 

require a permission form of any 

type, your date just can’t be 21 or 

older.  

 Anyway, I walk past the 

*cket table and am immediately 

disappointed. The dancing area 

was small, and it had three levels 

to it. They might as well turned 

the lights on because it was not 

even dark. The chaperones 

watched everyone like a hawk and 

would actually weave in between 

the sweaty, dancing students and 

tell them to “keep it upright”.  

 There was also a police 

officer there the en*re *me, just 

standing and watching the crowd. 

Nobody was going to cut loose 

and dance with a police officer 

prac*cally standing over their 

shoulder. The DJ was a teacher at 

Mapleton and he mainly played 

early 2000’s dance/hip hop songs. 

You would think that if he played 

lame songs he would at least 

make it loud… no. Probably 

around seven slow songs were 

played (boringggg), and they most 

certainly did not play Bodak Yel-

low.  

 Honestly, I thought that 

our homecoming was going to be 

preEy lame and average com-

pared to a different schools, but,  

like 99.99% of the *me, I was 

wrong. LHS homecomings are 

turnt. I am also proud to say that 

we have way beEer dancers at our 

school! We go hard at homecom-

ing, and there were probably two 

*mes more students than at 

Mapleton’s. At our homecoming 

we also are provided with super 

awesome punch and  tons of 

cookies. Mapleton had some ge-

neric lemonade (which they ran 

out of Styrofoam cups for) and NO 

cookies. One good thing that came 

out of aEending their homecom-

ing was mee*ng new people  and 

making more high school memo-

ries. 

 AEending another school’s 

homecoming opened my eyes and 

revealed to me that liEle, old 

Loudonville conquers the world of 

high school dances.  

Taking pictures at the Kingwood Center 


