
 1 

    

           The origin of Halloween 
Cadence Seffens 

Redbird writer 

 This October 31st, 2015 will be 

Halloween as everyone knows, but do 

you know what started Halloween in 

the first place? Halloween is a shorten-

ing of Hallows’ Evening and is also 

knows as Hallowe’en or All 

Hallows’ Eve. The holiday 

has no definite beginning 

date. It evolved over time 

while being celebrated and 

influenced by several differ-

ent cultures.  

Original traditions 

began from what is believed 

to be the old Celtic festival 

called Samhain. The Gaelic 

word ‘Samhain’ means “end 

of summer.” It is believed that 

the festival was to celebrate 

the end of summer and also 

the end of the harvest season.  

November 1st was the 

Gaelic New Year, a day they 

believed the boundaries and 

borders of the dead and the living were 

to be blurred. To keep Samhain spirits 

out of their homes the Celtic would 

leave food and wine outside of their 

door steps to keep them pleased.  

Masks were worn when home 

owners left their homes so people 

wouldn’t mistake them for spirits. 

Bonfires were held attracting bugs that 

attracted bats originating these things 

to the customs known for Halloween.  

Due to America’s history of 

being mostly protestant, there were not 

many celebrations on Halloween. At 

this time there were many European 

immigrants coming over and along 

with them came their traditions. One of 

these traditions was Halloween. The 

two million Irish immigrants that come 

over in the 1800’s shaped Halloween 

in America to almost what it is today.  

The immigrants taught us cele-

brations such as fireworks, telling 

scary stories, playing games, and mak-

ing trouble. Young women were told if 

they sat in a completely dark room on 

Halloween night and stare into a mir-

ror they would either see the dace of 

their destined husband or a skull. The 

skull represented them dying before 

marriage.  

But in the 1900’s the festival 

and legends shifted into 

more of a celebration. Masks 

turned into full colorful cos-

tumes and guising, the act of 

poor people going from door 

to door and asking for food, 

turned into what is known 

today as Trick-or-Treating. 

Minnesota is known as the 

“Halloween Capital of the 

World.” It was the first city 

to hold an official Hallow-

een to try and keep kids 

from pranking and toilet pa-

pering houses. They spend 

weeks planning a parade and 

making costumes for the 

kids.  

The act by Minnesota was 

very successful. The kids that partici-

pated in the parade were given pea-

nuts, popcorn, and candy. Afterwards, 

they held a bonfire in the town square 

where it began a tradition to do it eve-

ry year since 1920. 

November 2, 2015 
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Wylynn Skelly 

Redbird writer 

 The Trail of Nightmares, lo-

cated on Park Avenue West in Ontario, 

is a very good place to go if you want 

to get scared this fall, at a reasonable 

cost. The trial is open for anyone from 

October 3rd to November 1st, but it is 

only open on Fridays and Saturdays. It 

also is only open from when it gets 

dark out, until midnight. The workers 

of the haunted attraction are very nice 

and polite.  

The admission to get in is only 

$15.00 and it’s well worth it. As if the 

price is not cheap enough, anyone un-

der 4 feet get in for half the cost. Also, 

if you bring a group of 10 or more, the 

price is $5.00 cheaper for everyone’s 

ticket. The trail is outside in the 

woods, making you more scared of 

your surroundings. The trail is long for 

the price that it costs, and there is 

many obstacles to go through on your 

way. It takes about an hour to walk 

through the trail, but it might be differ-

ent for others depending on how slow 

you walk through it!  There are also 

many different monsters and scary 

creatures throughout the trail.  They 

include clowns, wolves, witches, and 

many other things that will give 

you a fright. The makeup artist of 

the trail also makes all of the 

workers of the trail’s make up look 

very gory but very real. 

 The Trail of Nightmares 

also does not permit the workers in 

costumes to touch you, so if that 

would be too much like it is for 

some people, this is the perfect 

place to go. There is no age limit 

on the attraction so you can take 

your children, but you are respon-

sible for knowing if your child can 

handle the trail.  

Frights, fear and fun at Mansfield Haunted Trail 

Melody Rush 

Redbird writer 

 Next week the 9th grade Eng-

lish teacher, Mrs. Beck, will be taking 

students to visit Malabar Farm.  

 Malabar Farm is located in 

Lucas, Ohio and is known for the site 

of the Ceely Rose house and also the 

history of the Shawshank Redemption. 

 Many tourist go to Malabar 

Farm for the many festive activities 

that they offer during the fall. Whether 

it’s going through the maze or making 

fresh cider, Malabar offers fun for the 

whole family.  

 While on the trip all students 

going will be split into 3 groups and 

we will all be rotating throughout loca-

tions on the farm.  

 One group will start at the lo-

cation of the Ceely Rose house, the 

second will start at the farm doing ac-

tivities, and the third will be learning 

about the Shawshank redemption.  

 The whole point of going on 

this trip will be to end off our Haunted 

Ohio Research Projects. Every year 

Mrs. Beck has a haunted Ohio research 

project that students will have to pre-

sent as a Prezi in front of the whole 

class.  

 Beck’s original idea was to 

take us to the Mansfield Reformatory 

but Malabar was the final decision.  

  

Mrs. Beck’s 9th grade field trip 
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Major Ohio haunted attractions 
Melody Rush 

Redbird writer  

 Most every scare fanatic 

knows about all the major haunted lo-

cations in Ohio, even the ones that 

don’t accept visitors.  

 The top 10 most haunted plac-

es are: 

Mansfield reformatory 
(Mansfield, Ohio) 

Ridges asylum  (Athens, Ohio) 

Mudhouse Mansion (Lancaster , 

Ohio) 

Kenyon College (Gambier , Ohio) 

Majestic theatre (Chillicothe, 

Ohio) 

Fudge Road Bridge (Gratis, 

Ohio) 

Lafayette Hotel (Marietta, Ohio) 

Woodlawn Cemetery (Dayton, 

Ohio) 

Civic Theatre (Akron, Ohio) 

Staley Road (New Car lisle, 

Ohio) 

  The top 3 are known as 

not only the most haunted but 

most popular.  

  Being ranked third on the 

list makes Mudhouse Man-

sion a huge hit for tourist, the 

current owner however, will 

have none of that.  

  Mudhouse Mansion, oth-

erwise known as the Hartman 

Place, is an abandoned, sec-

ond empire- style house that was 

built sometime in the mid- 19th 

century and still stands today. 

 The Mansion is currently 

owned by Jeannie Mast, who dili-

gently guards her property and 

presses charges against anyone 

who trespasses. Or who tries to. 

With sheriff deputies and private 

bodyguards guarding the house 

both day and night visitors are ei-

ther stupid or extremely set on get-

ting into that house.  

  Legend has it that the original 

owner of the house treated his 

servants very poorly and locked 

them in the basement. One night 

the servants escaped and killed 

their master and his family.  

  Another tale is that the master 

caught his wife having an affair 

and killed her before committing 

suicide. Another is that the wife 

went psycho and killed her family 

before killing herself.  

  Whichever story you choose to 

believe doesn’t matter. The house 

is believed to be haunted by the 

ghost of the victims, they have 

been reported wandering around 

the property and into the many 

outbuildings.  

  The second highest ranked 

being an Asylum makes this next 

one very popular.  

  The Ridges Asylum is most 

famous for the history of treat-

ments for the patients. The Asy-

lum used to be known as Athens 

Asylum for the Insane.  

  The Asylum opened in 1874, 

this four-story, red brick building 

took 6 years to build. It was built 

on over 1000 acres of land which 

had been previously occupied by 

the Coates family farm.  

  Ridges consisted of two wings 

and one main building. One wing 

for the males and one for the fe-

males. The farthest end of the 

wings were reserved for more vio-

lent patients. The hospital was de-

signed with around 544 rooms, 

when it first became open to pa-

tients it had about 200 patients.  

  By the early 1900’s the num-

ber of residents had risen alarm-

ingly quickly. They went from 200 

to 2000, many of the residents re-

ally had no reason to be there. 

Families would drop off their el-

derly family members when they 

could no longer afford to care for 

them. Parents would drop their 

misbehaving teenagers off to try 

and give them some type of pun-

ishment. 

  Rumors of inhumane treatment 

towards patients by an overworked 

staff were very common. The size 

of the staff hadn’t increased since 

the Asylum had opened and the 

staff wasn’t nearly large enough to 

control or keep track of all the pa-

tients.  

  An example of this is Margaret 

Schilling. She was a patient at the 

Asylum in the 1900’s. In the win-

ter of 1978/79, Margaret be-

came lost in an unused part of 

the hospital. Her lifeless body 

was scraped from the floor 

about 2 months later. Leaving 

a permanent spot on the ground 

that could not be washed off.  

 The #1 place, the top 

of the list haunting, the biggest 

scare place, is. The. Mansfield 

Reformatory.  

 The Mansfield Re-

formatory opened around 

1896. This gigantic structure was 

built within 1896 and 1910. With 

the help of the first admitted in-

mates. Several violent episodes 

rang out here, including the slay-

ing of the superintendent and his 

family at the hands of two former 

inmates. 

  The Reformatory served as a 

detention center for young, petty 

criminals. The 1st inmates were 

admitted in 1896, they helped to 

construct the building. 

  One way of punishing prison-

ers was to send them to solitary 
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confinement, known by the prison-

ers as “the hole”, a dark and claus-

trophobic room where prisoners 

would stay for an intermediate 

amount of time.  

  The reformatory closed in the 

late 1980’s. The superintendent’s 

office has had reports of disem-

bodied voices and is strongly be-

lieved to be haunted by the ghosts 

of Helen and Warden Glattke. The 

basement is haunted by a 14 year-

old boy who was allegedly beaten 

to death.  

  Visitors say that they experi-

ence feelings of tremendous dread, 

anger and fear throughout the insti-

tution.  
  

Redbird varsity volleyball tournaments 
Kaleb Gongwer  
Redbird writer 
 The Redbirds volleyball team 

fell to the power house Orville Re-

driders in a 3-0 sweep to end the 2015-

16 volleyball season at Smithville 

High School on October 20th. Orville 

dominated offensively while 

Loudonville wasn’t able to return 

the favor. 

 Sophomore, McKenna 

Haggerty and fellow redbird hitters 

each evened out to have one suc-

cessful kill per player, while senior 

of Orville, Trinniti Hall lead the 

Red Riders in a double digit kill 

fest. Trinniti will be attending 

Cleveland State University to con-

tinue the path of her volleyball ca-

reer. 

 “We came into the tourna-

ment game knowing how advanced 

Orville is,” said Mckenna Hagger-

ty. “They were probably the most 

intimidating and organized team 

we have played all season right 

beside Sparta Highland. There was 

a lot we could have improved on 

such as responding to the critical 

hits, having stronger blocks and a 

more organized offensive attack,” 

said McKenna. 

 While McKenna and other 

teammates look on to future seasons, 

seniors Katie Kline and Allison Kiefer 

say goodbye to their volleyball careers. 

Allison had ended the season before 

her teammates due to a knee injury and 

Katie Kline finished leading her team 

on the court as the libero. 

 “We are really going to miss 

our senior girls when they graduate. 

There were so many great things the 

two of them taught me on and off the 

court that I will never forget. Though 

we didn’t have a big senior group like 

last year they still made just as big of 

an impact on everyone,” said McKen-

na Haggerty. 

 As the lady redbirds wrap up 

the season with a first round loss, they 

stop at a record of 5-18. The redbirds 

will be returning next season with 

Shayla Edmonson, Kiya Berry and 

Maddy Burgess as seniors.  
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Editorial: The best horror movie ever 
Ryan Odenkirk 

Redbird writer  

 Since the beginning of film 

there have been many great horror 

movies. There are a few however that 

are forever engraved in horror history 

as the greatest of all time. Some of 

these amazing series being Friday the 

13th, Halloween, A Nightmare on Elm 

Street, Scream, and Texas Chainsaw 

Massacre. 

 The original Texas Chainsaw 

Massacre is the best movie in the histo-

ry of the genre. Texas Chainsaw Mas-

sacre is the story of a group of friends 

who go on a trip and along the way, 

they meet an untimely demise by the 

hands of a man called Leatherface and 

his family. Leatherface is a large man 

who runs around with a chainsaw hunt-

ing down the group. In some situa-

tions, Leatherface hangs the people he 

captures on meat hook or keeps them 

in a freezer while they're still alive. In 

the end one girl gets away. 

 This is the greatest horror 

movie of all time because it has so 

many great aspects to it. It has blood 

whenever someone gets chopped open 

by the roaring blades of a chainsaw. It 

has the gore of people getting slung 

onto a meat hook as they wiggle and 

scream in agonizing pain. The eerie 

music that starts quiet and gets louder 

and louder until it just stops. The thrill 

that makes your heart beat faster and 

faster. These are what make a horror 

movie. 

 Texas Chainsaw Massacre is 

the greatest horror film of all time. 

This movie stood the test of time since 

it was first shown in 1974. It's been 41 

years and it still is bought and watched 

by massive amounts of people due to 

its creativity and the fear that is in-

stilled within us due to it. 

Editorial: Safety in the school 
Ryan Odenkirk 

Redbird writer  

Should teachers and other 

workers at school be allowed to carry a 

gun? That question has led to much 

controversy over the years and many 

people have many different opinions 

about it. 

Teachers and workers of 

schools should be allowed to carry 

firearms in certain situations. They 

should be allowed if they have a li-

cense and are trained on how to 

properly use the firearm that would be 

provided to them by the school for the 

purpose of safety and security in the 

class room. 

There are many situations in 

which a firearm would be useful for 

the safety and security of students and 

adults alike. If another student were to 

bring a firearm or weapon to school 

and intended to harm and kill other 

people who are located in that particu-

lar section of the school. If every 

teacher had a weapon, they could all 

attempt to stop that student before he 

hurt a major number of people. This 

would also help in the case of an in-

truder attempting to harm students. 

A major downside to this is a 

lot of people would feel unsafe with a 

teacher who carries a weapon in the 

middle of class. They would be wor-

ried because the firearm could acci-

dentally discharge and harm some per-

son in the room. It could also be a bad 

situation if the weapon happen to be 

stolen by a student and that could also 

cause harm in the school. School is 

supposed to be a safe place and some 

children could be very scared if they 

had teachers with guns. 

There are many instances of 

school shootings that could have been 

stopped if more people on campus 

were to carry firearms. One of the 

more known school shootings that has 

happened recently was at an Oregon 

college. There are other instances such 

as one in Nashville, Tennessee. On 

October 22, 1 was killed and 3 were 

harmed due to a school shooter. On 

October 9, One person died and anoth-

er was injured when a shooter came to 

a Texas Southern University dorm.  

The benefits to having guns in 

the school outweighs the disad-

vantages. This tactic offers a much 

higher level of protection for students 

as compared to just having doors that 

lock and barricading themselves into a 

room waiting to be shot like a helpless 

animal. There should be guns allowed 

if under proper care and use. 
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Browns face off against Cardinals  

Tristin Dahl 

Redbird writer  

 The Cleveland Browns will be 

taking the field Sunday to face off 

against the Arizona Cardinals. This 

game will be held in home territory for 

the Browns this week. With the 

Browns struggling this year a win 

against the Cardinals could energize a 

start of a winning run. 

 The Browns come into Sun-

day’s game with a record of 2-5 and sit 

third in the AFC North division. They 

come off a previous loss to the St. Lou-

is Rams last Sunday. The Cardinals on 

the other hand of had a lot of success 

coming into the game with a record of 

5-2. They come off an impressive win 

against the Baltimore Ravens last Mon-

day night. They will be looking to car-

ry that momentum into the game this 

Sunday against the Browns. 

 Cleveland has been led by their 

starting quarterback Josh McCown. He 

has found some success even in the 

midst of a tough year by throwing for 8 

touchdowns. On the defensive side of 

the ball they are led by their star line-

backer Karlos Dansby. He has record-

ed 54 tackles and 2 interception in the 

previous seven games. They will be 

facing off against some tough players 

for the Cardinals this week though. A 

deadly player for the Cardinals is their 

standout receiver Larry Fitzgerald. The 

Browns will need to keep an eye on 

him because he has already scorched 

previous opponents for 6 touchdowns. 

On defense the Browns will need to 

avoid throwing near Free Safety 

Rashad Johnson who already has 3 in-

terceptions this year. With star talent 

on both squads this game is matching 

out to be a good one. 

 The Browns will looking to get 

their season in check with an underdog 

win against Arizona. They are far be-

hind in their division to this point, but 

one game can make a big difference. 

With Josh McCown leading this team 

on the field the possibility of big plays 

is there. It’s just up to the offense to 

take that talent and produce touch-

downs. All eyes in Cleveland will be 

on the Browns this week to see them 

try to take down a worthy opponent.  
 

LHS drama club performing Murder with Tomato Sauce 

Wylynn Skelly 

Redbird Writer 
 Loudonville High School has 

had the option of taking part in the 

school play for many years. Marissa 

Burd, the sophomore English teacher is 

in charge of the play this year. The 

play is a very good thing to participate 

in. Any students in grades 9-12 may 

participate in the play, although it may 

be very difficult for athletes to partake 

in it.  

 “You need to be able to be 

confident, out, and brave enough to be 

on stage performing in front of people. 

A lot of times, that comes with practice 

though. Also, it is a big time commit-

ment. So, you have to be dedicated to 

learn lines and come to every rehears-

al,” said Burd.  

 The amount of students willing 

to participate is not a problem at LHS. 

There are many kids interested in being 

a part of the play. 

 “There were actually 40 kids 

audition for the play, but the play only 

18 characters are in the play. So, we 

had to double cast the play. One full 

cast of students will be performing the 

Friday performance on November 6th at 

7:00pm, and the other cast of students 

will perform on Sunday, November 8th 

at 2:00pm. Only a couple students per-

form in both,” said Burd.  

 The cast members meet fre-

quently, so you need to have a free 

schedule most days.  

 “We have rehearsals for six 

weeks, about 4-5 days per week, rang-

ing from an hour to two hours a re-

hearsal. The closer we get to perfor-

mance, the more rehearsals and longer 

the rehearsals will be,” said Burd. 

 The LHS Drama Club puts on 

one play in the fall and one musical in 

the spring. The fall play is done by var-

ious directors, but the musical is done 

by Mr. Snyder and the musical depart-

ment. 

 “The fall’s play is called Mur-

der with Tomato Sauce and it’s a co-

medic murder mystery about a crazy 

detective who just escaped from an 

insane asylum to gather a bunch of oth-

er detectives together to solve a mys-

tery and determined who, once and for 

all, the greatest detective in the world 

that is,” said Burd. 
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Ohio Northern representative visits Loudonville 

 The private college of Ohio 

Northern University visited Loudon-

ville High School on October 21st for 

juniors and seniors who find interest in 

being a future polar bear. College rep-

resentative Steve gave booklets of in-

formation on the universities haves and 

statistics. 

 “Ohio Northern University has 

a lot to offer for a small village like 

college” said the representative. “The 

tuition isn’t actually that bad. You’re 

going to a school like Case Western for 

a cheaper price. The school is very ac-

tive with each other and it is tight 

knit.” 

 Many students seem to be in-

timidated by college. Moving away 

from home can be a big deal for most 

people. Being home sick is a very com-

mon thing for freshmen in college. Go-

ing to college can mean making new 

friends which can be hard sometimes. 

 “Our freshmen are welcomed 

by everyone” said Steve Saunier. “We 

have many fun things for them to do to 

make themselves at home. We have 

things like mud volleyball tourna-

ments, track socials and shopping cen-

ter deals. I graduated from Centerburg 

High School much like Loudonville. In 

high school I kept to myself, but Ohio 

Northern cracked my shell.” 

 New coming college students 

are faced with many choices. Many 

beginnings with clubs and activities are 

things that college students can volun-

teer and take part in. 

 “Greek life isn’t a major thing 

at Ohio Northern University but is still 

a great thing to get into” said the repre-

sentative. “We have over 200 clubs for 

students to join of their choice.” 

 Not only are social activities 

important at college, but especially 

academics. Your academics determine 

whether or not you will be able to go 

on with your dream career. 

 “We have 62 majors and 51 

minors” said the representative. “Our 

average ACT score is 26. We have a 

placement rate of 95%. Ohio Northern 

has statistics on academics that speak 

for themselves.” 

 The University of Ohio North-

ern is a tight knit private school com-

munity with much to offer. Ohio 

Northern is located in a safe town Ada, 

Ohio. Ada his home to 5,952 people 

and are home of the Ada High School 

Bulldogs. 

Every Penny Counts competition  

Kierstan Humphrey  

Redbird writer 

Every year LHS does a penny 

race. In every homeroom there is a 

canister for students to fill up with 

coins and dollar bills.  

 All of the money collected 

goes to helping provide funding for 29 

local, nonprofit organizations. 

These organizations support academ-

ics, sports, health, human services, 

scouting, and other recreational activi-

ties or clubs to better our community. 

 The funding’s from the chari-

ties associated with this are all going 

towards preserving the history of our 

town.  

Students have been 

“instructed” to look in every nook and 

cranny to find any loose change lying 

around.  

 Each teacher has contributed 

to filling up their canister and mak-

ing sure that they get the prize.  

 The homeroom with the 

most money collected gets a pizza 

party from Trails End. Every student 

should be rushing to get the most 

money possible. 

 The top two homerooms are 

currently Mr. Rucki and Mr. 

Battaglia. Both history teachers are 

encouraging their students to bring 

in change to try and win the pizza 

party.  

 Trails End have offered to 

provide a pizza party for the winning 

class. 

 Let’s be sure to get in the 

change in order to win that pizza 

party and preserve our town’s histo-

ry! 
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New and upcoming scary movies 

 Halloween is right around 

the corner and we all are ready to 

get scared. When the lines are too 

big at the haunted houses or the 

weather is unpleasant invite some 

friends over to watch these new and 

upcoming thrillers. 

Paranormal Activity: The Ghost 

Dimension 

Released October 23, 2015 

Summary: With the help of a spe-

cial camera that has the ability to 

see spirits, a family has to protect 

their daughter. An evil entity on the 

other hand has other plans and tries 

to take her. 

Crimson Peak 
Released October 16, 2015 

Summary: A woman who goes 

through an awful tragedy seeks 

shelter in an old abandoned house. 

As she tries to escape the ghosts of 

her past a new problem occurs, the 

house. The house doesn’t forget and 

is filled with evil. 

Sinister 2 

Released August 21, 2015 

Summary: A young mother moves 

her family into a new house. The 

new house contains a horror that 

nobody knew about. After the fami-

ly moves in they find things aren’t 

as they should be. Horrific events 

start to occur and the family is 

stuck in the middle of it. 

The Visit 

Released September 11, 2015 

Summary: Two children, Becca and 

Tyler are sent to their grandparents 

to visit while their mom goes on a 

vacation. Becca, the granddaughter 

decides to film their visit. She does 

this to let her mom reconnect with 

the family by showing her their ex-

periences while there. As they stay 

the children start to unfold a dark 

secret about their sweet old grand-

parents. 

Insidious: Chapter 3 
Released June 5, 2015 

Summary: Prequel to the previous 

Insidious movies and the haunting 

of the Lambert family. Elise Rainer 

again uses her ability to contact the 

dead to help a teenage girl Quin 

who is in danger. Quin starts to re-

alize paranormal events happening 

in her life. With the help Elise they 

try to fend away the evil demon that 

haunts her. 

 

Viral 

Releasing February 19 2016  

Summary: A virus has swept the 

planet causing a path of destruction. 

Viral follows the documents of one 

young woman’s family as they try 

to survive in this infected world. 


