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 It's beginning to look a lot 

like Thanksgiving. The weather has 

turned cold. The leaves create a car-

pet over the summer grass. Depart-

ment stores are hanging their Christ-

mas decorations and radio stations 

are starting to play Jingle Bells. As 

the rest of the world eases into 

Christmas, the people behind the 

Macy's Day Thanksgiving Parade 

have been preparing for its 87th 

parade for months. 

 “Since I was a little girl 

I've enjoyed watching the Macy's 

Parade while Thanksgiving dinner 

was prepared,” said Nila Woodard 

long time parade enthusiast. 

 In 1924 the parade began. 

It was originally called Macy's 

Day Christmas Parade. Now the 

only Christmas aspect of the parades 

are the Rockettes Performance and 

Santa and Mrs. Claus bringing up 

the rear of the parade. 2,000 to 3,000 

volunteers participate every year in 

the parade as balloon handlers. 

 “When I was younger I 

really liked the floating balloons. I 

used to want to be one of the balloon 

volunteers, especially Kermit the 

Frog and Snoopy, but as I've gotten 

older I look forward to the Broad-

way performances in front of the 

Macy's Store,” Woodard said 

 On the first year of the 

Macy's parade only three floats went 

down the route pulled by horses. 

Following the floats were zoo ani-

mals. The current parade also con-

tains animal acts that perform down 

the route. New York Mounties 

march down the street and Native 

American horses come with their 

riders to walk in the parade. All that 

occurs in the parade is an integral 

part. Without any one component, 

the parade would not be the same. 

 “It just doesn't feel like 

Thanksgiving without the parade 

playing in the background,” 

Woodard said. 

 The Macy's Day Thanksgiv-

ing Parade is as much a Thanksgiv-

ing staple as the turkey. It holds a 

special place in its viewers hearts.  

 “Someday I hope to see it in 

person,” she said. 

Macy’s Day extravaganza! 

By: Maria Vermilya 

Written by: Shana Esselburn 

 
 This past Thursday, the jazz 

band/choir preformed at a benefit con-

cert for a young boy from the Goines 

family to help out with the medical 

bills. He is a preschooler at the 

McMullen school who has Hodgkin 

disease. Hodgkin disease is a cancer of 

the lymph tissue. The benefit concert 

took place at the Ohio Theater and the 

entry fee was donation only. The con-

cert raised $1,000 said band director 

Joe Barone. 

  “Donations would raise more 

and it was a good positive thing to do” 

Barone said. 

 The jazz band performed 

many types of genre's which included: 

blues, funk, swing, latin, etc. As for 

the choir, they sang religious songs. 

This idea was brought up by Sharon 

Syler, a teacher at the McMullen 

school, when she came to a music 

booster meeting and said it would be a 

great experience and better than writ-

ing a big check. Choir teacher Mike 

Snyder thought of the full idea and 

also thought that it would raise more 

money. 

 Senior band student, Madison 

Mosher said that it felt really great to 

help out a family in need. 

 “I thought it was a great and 

positive thing that the community 

came together to not only watch us, 

but most importantly help out the fam-

ily” Mosher said. 

 Mosher said it was just like 

any other concert, but it was really 

awesome that there was a big meaning 

behind it, to help out fellow commu-

nity members. 

 

Jazz band plays for benefit concert 



 LHS sophomore, Bala 

Fodor, is set to go off on an ad-

venture that most people don't 

ever even think about, cycling 

solo from Loudonville all the way 

to the west coast. 

 Long distance cycling has 

become a fun and sometimes 

challenging adventure for many 

people that like to ride bicycles. 

 “I will be riding my bike 

from Loudonville to Redwood 

National Park in California,” said 

Fodor. “I'll be leaving around 

June first.” Fodor's bike is a Surly 

Long Haul Trucker. 

 The trip will be about 

three-thousand miles and will take 

around sixty days with stops to 

see landmarks along the way in-

cluded. He will be flying back to 

Ohio from California because of 

the lack of time. 

 Bala will be traveling 

from Ohio up through Michigan 

over to Wisconsin where the 

mouth of the Mississippi River 

and across Minnesota, North Da-

kota, Montana, and then down 

through Wyoming, Idaho, Ore-

gon, and finally to California. He 

will be stopping though several 

national parks along the way be-

fore he reaches Redwood such as 

Yellowstone, Crater Lake, Theo-

dore Roosevelt, and Craters of the 

Moon National Monument. 

 “I won't be staying in ho-

tels, I'll be camping. My budget is 

$2,000 which goes into thirty to 

thirty-five dollars a day for food,” 

said Bala. 

 “I've been “serious” cy-

cling for three years,” Fodor said. 

“I first decided to do this two 

years ago. Before then I was into 

cycling but then I started going 

long distance. That got the ball 

rolling. I told my mother a year 

ago and she said no. This summer 

I went to Kelly's Island and down 

to southern Ohio by myself and 

now shes okay with it. I was in-

spired to go on this trip by my 

desire to see the world and travel 

along with my love for cycling.” 

 A big part of this cycling 

trip for Bala is not just the dis-

tance but catching sight of the 

nature that he will be passing 

through. 

 “It's not just the destina-

tion that's important, its whats in 

between California and Ohio. 

There is so much culture and 

natural beauty in North America 

that the whole trip has been 

planned to see everything that I've 

ever dreamed to see. The only 

reason I'm stopping in California 

is because there is an ocean,”he 

said. 

 Bala will be documenting 

his trip along the way. 

 “I will be taking lots of 

pictures and possibly have a jour-

nal online,” said Fodor 

 For some people, this trip 

might seem challenging but not to 

Bala. 

 “You just have to treat it 

like sixty, solo, one day bike 

rides,” said Bala. 

 Some people might think 

that Bala is too young to go on 

this trip alone. At the time of his 

departure, he will be seventeen. 

 “You sometimes have 

seventeen year old graduating 

from high school and going to 

college causing them to decide 

what to do with their lives and I'm 

just riding my bike,” said Bala 

 Cross country cycling can 

cause a distant relationship with 

family members and sometimes 

good friends. 

 “Well figuring I don't see 

many friends over the summer, 

the only person I'm going to miss 

is my boss, Dave, because I'm his 

right hand man,” said Fodor. 

 Bala has future plans of 

taking even more long distance 

cycling trips. He plans to ride 

across Europe, Alaska, Columbia, 

New Zealand, and maybe some 

other places. 

 “I don't think that I will 

be the same person when I re-

turn,” said Fodor, “There will be 

difficulties but the point of adven-

ture isn't meant to be a walk in the 

park.”  

Pedaling across the country: 
Bala’s journey  

Written by: Draven Beans 



Black Friday: On your marks, get set, stay at home with your family 

 

 Black Friday is arriving 

and so are all the crazy shop-

ping addicts that come with it. 

Black Friday has become al-

most like a holiday to many 

people. These people treat it as 

an event where they can spend 

more money that they have to 

get things at a much lower 

price. 

 The trick about this 

whole day is that it is set up to 

boost the economy, because 

people love discounts on items. 

They will do anything to have 

something at the lowest price 

possible. People have even 

died from being trampled by 

the large masses of people try-

ing to get products first. 

 To wait in line for the 

deals Black Friday is just ri-

diculous. Some people spend 

days and nights waiting in line 

to get the deals the night of 

Black Friday. They waste their 

days and nights to get a good 

deal on a toaster that will be 

the same price later. 

 Black Friday is Novem-

ber 29th, this weekend, and I 

recommend not risking your 

life to have a discount on 

something that will be the 

same price sooner or later. 

Black Friday: On your marks, get set, shop! 

Written by: Draven Beans 

 

 Black Friday is coming 

up this weekend which means 

all of the bargain hunters are 

going to be out and about. 

Black Friday has become a 

holiday over the years. It is a 

time when people get their 

hands on the newest and most 

popular items of the holiday 

season. 

 Black Friday exists to 

give people a chance to secure 

their holiday gifts or to get 

themselves something good at 

a discount price. In some cases 

people get in fights, get injured 

or even killed but most of the 

time people are pretty civi-

lized. Sure there might be a 

couple fights in a few stores 

like Walmarts in Ohio but 

when there are over a hundred 

Walmarts in Ohio and the same 

goes for Kmart, Target, and 

other such stores. 

 Many people in Amer-

ica often wait in lines at stores 

that open their doors at mid-

night. For some people that is 

half of the Black Friday experi-

ence. This year many stores are 

opening early to late evening 

on Thanksgiving Day. Starting 

at six Walmart has incredible 

deals that are only guarenteed 

for an hour like a 32'' LED 

flatscreen TV for only $98. 

Deals like that are not usually 

found until after Christmas. 

 Employees at stores are 

receiving good deals from their 

employers at many of these big 

box stores. Walmart employees 

that work on Thanksgiving and 

Black Friday will receive em-

ployee discounts closer to-

wards Christmas time, an extra 

days worth of pay. Target is 

giving their employees bonuses 

and time and a half. These of-

fers entice many of these stores 

employees and get them ex-

cited to work Thanksgiving 

Day and Black Friday open-

ings. 

 Black Friday is surely a 

holiday that you don't want to 

miss. If you want some great 

deals on christmas gifts or are 

looking for this seasons top 

items, then hit the stores. 

Written by: Caelin Young 



By Jordan Wright 

 

 When comparing sports, 

which can be described as the most 

difficult to play? Is it football, 

baseball, softball, volleyball, soc-

cer, or wrestling? In this list the 

one that should stick out the most 

should be wrestling. Wrestling is 

one of the most difficult, exhaust-

ing, and physical sports out there. 

Wrestling is one of those sports 

where drains or wears a wrestler 

down mentally and physically. 

Wrestlers put a lot of sweat, blood, 

and hard work into the sport and 

no one knows that more than the 

Loudonville Redbirds. 

 Yes, wrestling is begin-

ning to start again here at Loudon-

ville High School, and the Red-

birds are coming back stronger 

than ever. 

 “I'm excited about the sea-

son starting because the amount of 

returning of returning leader ship 

we have, and the about of return-

ing state placers we had from last 

year. But the most important of all 

that is that theirs more people go-

ing out for wrestling in the Jr. High 

and High school,” said Coach Per-

etti. 

 The Redbirds are returning 

with state placers “Rhinoceros” 

Ryan Weber, Colton Ullman, and 

Josh Weber, but lost a valuable 

wrestler, Austin Cary. Also return-

ing are Blake Cary, Cody Dellen-

bach, Tristan Bender, Tucker 

Bender, AJ Beran, Drew Lowery, 

Jacob Kline, Max Butler and 

Micheal Ischner. Theirs new faces 

as well in Thomas Forbes, Mason 

Johnson, Caitlyn Walton, Cole 

Keene, and Heath Snyder, CJ 

Stanton, and Sam Wittel. 

 “I think this year is the 

best group of wrestlers I have be-

cause of the leadership they have 

and because of the work ethic they 

have as well,” said Peretti. 

 To go throughout the sea-

son without any goals would be a 

let down with as much leadership 

the team has. Coach Peretti already 

has a few goals in mind when it 

comes to thinking about the wres-

tlers and their abilities that they 

have to help the team succeed. 

“As of goals for the team I want to 

finish in the top two at regionals, 

districts, sectional, and to be MBC 

champs. Most important though I 

want my athletes to carry them-

selves as scholars, and to be hum-

ble as well,” said Peretti. 

 The Redbirds can do just 

that. Loudonville has three state 

placers returning from last year 

and this year the list is possibly 

going to grow. With as much train-

ing and preparation they do to get 

to that point, the list is bound to 

grow. 

 “In practice we do a lot of 

drilling dealing with the feet and 

hands. We also work on technique, 

situational purposes like stand ups, 

and stand outs. Also we do a lot of 

conditioning whether it's running 

or lifting weights,” said Peretti. 

 So if you're interested in 

watching the wrestling team start 

off their season, their first meet is 

December 6th at 6:00P.M, in Lou-

donville. 

Holding into submission: Wrestling preview 

The Scarlet Extremes: Drill team preview 

Written by: Madison Mosher 

 

 The Loudonville High 

School Drill team is now 

known as the Scarlet Extremes. 

This decision was made by 

their new coach Haley Barnett. 

 “I wanted their name to 

be flashy,” said Barnett. “I 

wanted it to show that we 

mean business. We are an ex-

treme group.” 

 There are currently ten 

girls on the team. At every 

home game of boys basketball 

the Scarlet Extremes will be 

performing, just like they have 

been for years. They are very 

prepared to perform at these 

games. They are expecting to 

attend competitions, but they 

are currently raising money to 

do so. 

 “Everyone is very tal-

ented and we all work hard to 

achieve,” said Sophomore 

Devin Nyhart. “I couldn't be 

any happier with the girls. We 

never have problems and we're 

bonding every day.” 



By Kendall Pegani 

 

 The 2013-2014 lady red-

birds basketball team hopes to 

have a successful season. With the 

new season coming up with a new 

coach they expect a lot of great 

things to come. 

 “We are hoping to bring 

out a way better season than last 

year and to show everyone how 

hard we have been working” said 

sophomore junior varsity player 

Sarah Wickline. 

 The Lady Redbirds have a 

new coach, Mr. Tyler Bates, who 

is also the geometry and pre-

algebra teacher. 

 “I expect us to play hard 

and hopefully show everyone what 

we got. We also hope to bring a lot 

of energy and passion for the 

game,” said Bates. 

 The girls played their first 

game on Friday, they played at 

Smithville. The varsity score was 

47-27. The JV team lost their 

game. 

 The returning seniors are 

Ashley Vansickle , Cheyenne Bry-

son , Elena Hoover, Kayla 

Jamieson, Shelby Vansickle, 

Tanna Stricklen. Bekka Leitenber-

ger a senior , has also joined the 

team playing her first year. We 

wish the lady redbirds a very suc-

cessful season. 

By Maria Vermilya 

 

Loudonville Swim Team season 

has begun. The two members 

drive to Wooster for practice. 

The swim coach is Matt Arm-

strong. Senior Krista Matteson 

and Junior Vanessa Byers prac-

tice with the Wooster High 

School Swim Team. Since the 

girls don't have enough mem-

bers to have a relay, they each 

compete individually. 

“I want to break more school 

records and hopefully make it to 

state. At the least I just want to 

improve my times,” said Byers. 

“The Wooster practices are a lot 

more difficult than they were 

last year. And I've definitely 

been putting more work into the 

off season.” Vanessa Byers 

hopes to swim in college and 

earn a scholarship. 

This swim season hopefully the 

swimmers will accomplish the 

goals they set to achieve. 

Swimming laps around the competition: Swim team preview 

Dunking over the rest: Girls basketball preview 



By Carson Chipner 

 

 Whoever thought this 

month would come: The month 

when next-generation video game 

consoles are finally released. 

With millions of gamers flocking 

to their local game stores, a sim-

ple question arises: Which should 

I buy, Playstation 4 or Xbox 

One? While I can't say de-

finitively which console is 

better since they haven't 

come out yet, I can still share 

my preference of the Play-

Station 4 over the Xbox One. 

 Upon reveal of 

Sony's new console, massive 

hype has surrounded the 

Playstation 4. Questions on 

whether the console will out per-

form Microsoft's new console, 

which wasn't announced yet. 

While Microsoft kept tight lips on 

the processing power and how the 

Xbox One worked, Sony was 

more than happy to gut the Play-

station 4 and show how every-

thing comes together in the con-

sole. 

 The Playstation 4 also has 

a multitude of features that will 

probably make Sony veterans 

very happy. 

 One feature includes the 

ability to play PS1, PS2, and PS3 

games on the new console, but no 

in the way you think. To play the 

games, you don't have to have the 

disc. The games are streamed 

wireless over the internet. This 

allows gamers to relive their 

youth and find hidden gems in the 

Playstation's massive library of 

games. 

 The Playstation 3 is pretty 

impressive with the graphics that 

we have seen the machine capable 

of now, just imagine what Sony 

could accomplish with their next-

generation console. Plus if you 

take a look at the earlier games of 

the seventh-generation consoles 

(Xbox 360, PS3, Wii, etc.), they 

pale in comparison to today's 

games in terms of graphics and 

game-play. 

 Unlike the Xbox One, the 

Playstation 4 has kept true to what 

the console is for: gaming. While 

Microsoft has slowly been drift-

ing towards turning Xbox into an 

entertainment system, Sony fo-

cused on elevating the game. 

Although Sony's focus has 

been on the games, that does-

n't mean that Sony has 

skimped on their entertain-

ment apps. All of the funda-

mental apps are there: Netflix, 

Hulu, etc. 

 With the holiday sea-

son approaching, many of the 

consumer population is flocking 

to store to stock up on all their 

holiday gifts. Video games are 

currently the most popular form 

of media in today's market mak-

ing them one of the most sought 

after gifts during the holiday sea-

sons. This is a prosperous time for 

video games, and with new con-

soles like the Playstation 4 just on 

the horizon, it doesn't look like 

the industry will be slowing down 

anytime soon. 

Playstation 4; evolving the game 



By Madison Mosher 

 

 The Xbox One has had a bit 

of a rough ride since its May unveil-

ing, initially landing itself in hot wa-

ter for a number of unpopular fea-

tures including a mandated 24-hour 

online check-in and restrictions on 

the used games market. However, 

with those features now removed, the 

360 successor is set to make a gigan-

tic splash in our living rooms. Micro-

soft describes the Xbox One as "the 

ultimate all-in-one entertainment 

system, one system for a new genera-

tion,” and with it lands the second 

generation of Kinect, baked in nice 

and deep. 

 The black console wants to 

be the ultimate entertainment solution 

for your living room, integrating live 

TV, games, movies and web services 

like Skype, all controlled using Ki-

nect's improved voice recognition 

features and the updated SmartGlass. 

 The Xbox One looks quite 

different to the Xbox 360, and the 

reaction since its reveal in May has 

been mixed to say the least. Micro-

soft says it has taken a “new ap-

proach to the design,” but many gam-

ers just think that it looks a bit too 

VCR. 

 The Microsoft Xbox One 

comes packing an x64 8-core AMD 

Jaguar CPU, USB 3.0 ports, 500GB 

hard drive and 8GB DDR3 RAM. 

Connectivity-wise you've got 

802.11n Wi-Fi Direct functionality 

for exchanging data between devices, 

specifically the new Xbox controller. 

There's also the addition of a Blu-

Ray drive, which marks Microsoft's 

first move to embrace the disc format 

created by Sony, which vanquished 

HD DVD. 

 The Xbox One has a Kinect 

functionality built into its very core. 

To the console on, you only need to 

say the words “Xbox on.” The con-

sole is always listening, and awaiting 

a command. This Kinect is so fast 

and powerful that it detects motion in 

just billionths of a second. This is the 

time it takes the light to get from you 

and into the camera. The camera is 

also 60% bigger than the original. 

This means there will be less fidget-

ing to stay in the exact spot that you 

are placed in. 

 So as expected, the new 

Xbox One is more like a mini-PC 

than any Microsoft console that has 

come before it. These features put the 

console in the running against the 

PS4. The Xbox One is going to be 

released on November 22, at the 

Game on: the release of the Xbox One 

By Caelin Young 

 

 The first girl wrestler in 

Loudonville High School history 

is Caitlyn Walton. Caitlyn is a 

junior here at LHS and recently 

decided to prove everyone wrong 

and break the stereotype that 

girls cannot wrestle. Wrestling in 

the 106 weight class, Walton is 

the only lightweight on the team. 

When asked why she had wanted 

to wrestle this year, she said, 

“Patty Forbes said girls can't 

wrestle, and I'm awesome.” 

“I want to pin a boy, and win. I 

just want to win and cure world 

hunger.” Caitlyn has apparently 

been working hard enough to 

win in Coach Chris Peretti's eyes, 

saying that, 

“She works hard, she doesn't 

complain, it's just like having 

another guy in the room and I 

mean that in a good way.” 

Months before wrestling season 

started and before she thought 

about doing wrestling, Caitlyn 

had been running and lifting get-

ting in tip-top shape. Once she 

decided that she was going to do 

wrestling, she found it was a 

great opportunity to continue lift-

ing and running with a team. 

“It's weird and time consuming 

and tiring and usually I don't 

want to practice, but I do it any-

way because I am a beast.” This 

is the attitude of a winner and we 

will just have to see how “beast” 

she is during the wrestling sea-

son. 

The First Girl Wrestler at LHS 



By Maria Vermilya 

 

 Making $87.5 million 

at the box office, Alan Tay-

lor's new superhero smash, 

Thor: The Dark World, is 

bringing the big bucks. The 

superhero genre is going 

through a major reboot, Bat-

man, Superman, and Spider-

man are all being recast and 

recreated. Thor is being re-

leased right in the midst of 

the superhero craze for the 

first time. 

 

 The star-studded cast 

returns from the original to 

the sequel. Natalie Portman's, 

Jane Foster finds herself try-

ing to move on after hunky 

Liam Hemsworth's, Thor 

which leaves behind the mor-

tal world. After a quirky at-

tempt to date, Foster realizes 

that the Asgardian Prince is 

the only fellow for her. Just as 

the movie focuses on Jane's 

romantic epiphany, comical 

assistant Darcy Lewis, played 

Shenamg. Darcy whisks Jane 

away to an abandoned ware-

house inhabited by several 

runaways to witness a scien-

tific phenomenon that off-his-

rocker colleague, Erik Selv-

ing played by Stellan Skar-

gard, discovered. This discov-

ery is like nothing they have 

ever experienced before, its 

other-worldly. 

 Flashback to As-

gardian past, gone are the 

frost giants that were the an-

tagonistic villains of the first 

movie and in their place are a 

new race of villains, known 

as the Dark Elves, They are 

after a super weapon called 

Aether after a Dark Elf de-

feat, their ruler escapes and 

the Aether is buried deep into 

the found by the Asgardian 

forces where is is hoped to be 

remain for the rest of time. 

But because this a movie the 

weapon is unearthed by hu-

mans Jane Forster, falling 

right into the Dark Elves plan. 

 

 The movie continues 

on with shocking casualties, 

some shape-shifting, ro-

mance, and humor that will 

capture viewers. Superhero 

movies can be over done with 

drawn out battle scenes and 

stereotypical damsels in dis-

tress. Thor: The Dark World 

finds a nice balance that 

shows the artistry of Alan 

Taylor’s directing. Overall it 

was a quality movie that 

leaves the promise of an ex-

citing sequel. 

Review: Thor: The Dark World 
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Re-arrange the letters to create an obscure word 


