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By: Erica Kincer 

Every year on Thanksgiving, 

families have different traditions. One 

big tradition that is very common in 

most families is the wishbone tradi-

tion, where people pull apart a bone 

from the turkey they ate, and whoever 

gets the bigger piece makes a wish on 

it. The bone is called the furcula, 

which is formed by two clavicles and 

aids in flight for the bird. Many people 

have no idea why this tradition is 

around or what it really means to make 

a wish on the bone. 

 The wishbone tradition dates 

back 1000s of years and has been 

passed down to us over time. The tra-

dition originally came from the Etrus-

cans, an Italian civilization, and was 

then passed to the Romans, and even-

tually passed to the English. 

 The Etruscans believed that 

chickens were oracles and could tell 

the future. They basically made a 

Ouija board and used the chickens to 

predict one’s future. They drew a large 

circle on the ground and wrote the al-

phabet in separate sections of the cir-

cle, and then they would bits of food 

on the letter. The local priest would 

watch the chicken and whichever letter 

the chicken would peck at, the priest 

would write the letters down and later 

try to make sense of the letters to tell 

the future of the civilization or the fu-

ture of an individual person. They be-

lieved that the furcula was the bone 

with the special power, so they saved 

them after they ate the bird.  

 This tradition was then passed 

down to the Romans when they 

crossed paths with the Etruscans and 

adopted some of their customs; they 

started whishing on the bones too. 

They had to break them in half because 

there weren’t enough bones to go 

around, so everyone got a piece to 

wish on, and whoever broke the bigger 

piece off got their wish.  

 Eventually this tradition was 

passed down to the English who 

picked up on it and started wishing on 

the chickens’ furcula as well as the 

turkeys’ furcula. This tradition has 

been around for many years and it 

is a common tradition at Thanks-

giving around the country.  

Thanksgiving wishbone tradition is ancient practice 

By: Jordan Washington 

 The LHS football team’s re-

markable undefeated season came to 

an end Friday with a 31-14 loss to the 

also undefeated multi-state champion 

Kirtland Hornets. The Redbird’s ended 

their season with an overall record of 

12-1. 

 Despite the loss, the team has 

made this season definitely one to re-

member. The team has reached goals 

they set at the very first practice of the 

season. They knew they were going to 

be all in and they were just that, “ALL 

IN”. The team reached a goal of hav-

ing Loudonville’s first home playoff 

game against Springfield beating the 

Tigers 28-14. 

LHS football coach Justin 

Todd was proud of his team’s achieve-

ments this season. 

“I was proud of the great effort 

the kids gave every day, and the way 

they represented the community with 

class and the improvement we made 

three years being together,” he said. 

This year’s Redbird team is 

the first team since 1990 to have the 

perfect 10-0 regular season. The com-

munity has supported the team a lot 

through their long season. The team 

appreciates all of the support and 

thanks everybody for everything they 

do. 

With the recent loss, Coach 

Todd has refocused to next season. 

“We hope to continue to make 

the annual improvements that we’ve 

made since we’ve been here. We’re 

going to work like crazy during the 

offseason and be put in position to be 

good again to make the playoffs,” said 

Todd. 

Redbird football season comes to an end 

November 26, 2014 
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All in the Timing will be performed in December 
By: Rai Stencil 

 This year, on Dec 12th, 13th, 

and 14th, Loudonville High School 

will be hosting a play called All in 

the Timing. This play will be held 

at the Ohio Theatre in downtown 

Loudonville. 

 This play consists of six 

one act comedies. The names of 

each act are, “Sure Thing,” “Words 

Words Words,” “The Universal 

Language,” “Phillip Glass Buys a 

Loaf of Bread,” “The Philadel-

phia,” and “Variations on the Death 

of Trotsky.” 

This will be junior Kate 

Wallrabenstein’s third year acting 

for the Loudonville Play. Kate has 

two roles in the first act playing 

Betty, a 20 year old girl reading a 

book at a café, and Dawn, a 20 year 

old girl with a horrible stutter. Kate 

has had a love for acting since the 

7th grade.  

 “I was inspired to act by 

watching movies and reading books 

and I thought to myself ‘I could do 

that too’!” said Wallrabenstein. 

Inspired by his friends, 

Ryan Clady, a senior at LHS has 

been doing the play for two years 

now. Clady will be playing the role 

of a rebellious testing monkey in 

the first skit. Clady said one of the 

best emotions you can feel while 

doing the play is when the curtains 

are closing. 

“It’s a great feeling! It lets 

you know you’ve done a good job. 

It is bitter sweet to think about be-

cause I won’t be able to do it next 

year, makes me wish I would have 

done the play my freshman year,” 

said Clady. 

Another senior at LHS who 

is doing the play is Tyler Mac-

Queen. MacQueen has done the 

Loudonville play all four years now 

and will be playing the role of Don 

in the skit “The Universal Lan-

guage.” McQueen has also taken on 

the responsibility of becoming the 

stage manager of this play. 

“It’s like a second home 

being up there on the stage. Seeing 

familiar faces in the crowd and the 

lights being spotted on you is an 

adrenaline rush, but after years of 

doing it you get used to the feeling. 

Though, with that being said, these 

last two upcoming plays will be 

quite nerve wracking because they 

will be my last. It’s a bitter sweet 

feeling,” said MacQueen. 

Marry Murray, a behind the 

scenes advisor, has been helping 

out with the play for four years as 

well. Murray says that she has al-

ways been a seamstress and has had 

a blast helping out every year. 

“Since I have been doing 

the play, one of my favorite memo-

ries was the year we did the Christ-

mas Carol. We had an issue going 

on backstage during a live perform-

ance and the curtains started clos-

ing on the actors. Keeping in char-

acter Tyler McQueen yelled out, 

‘Oh no the house is falling apart 

again!’ It made me laugh pretty 

hard,” said Murray. 

LHS craft show continues success 
By: Jordan Washington 

 

 Loudonville High School 

hosted the annual C.E.C project 

support holiday craft show on Sat-

urday November 15th. The craft 

show was in the High School cafe-

teria and lasted from 9:00 A.M un-

til 3:00 P.M. 

The C.E.C, or the council 

for exceptional children, is a pro-

gram which provides educational 

support to students with special 

needs. All of the profit from this 

event will help get these students 

classroom materials, career and 

educational field trips, and holiday 

care baskets. 

There was a great turn out 

of people that came to support this 

great cause and came to look at and 

buy some of the intriguing and 

creative crafts that the local ven-

dors brought. They also got a bite 

to eat like popcorn, sandwiches, 

and even got drinks. 

This event has brought 

thousands of dollars into the pro-

gram over the last several years and 

hopefully it will continue to bring 

more profit in the future years so 

these students can get what they 

need. It is truly a blessing that so 

many people come out to help such 

a great cause. 

 “This event helps the kids 

get what they need that we would-

n’t be able to get within the regular 

budget,” said intervention specialist 

Jen Fisher. 
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Out of all the seasons which one is your favorite? 

  

By Rai Stencel 

After interviewing 150 different students at LHS these were the results: 

  SUMMER- 55 votes                                                  Winter-20 votes 

                     
 

 

 Fall- 52 votes                                                                Spring – 23 votes 

   

 

 

 

 

By: Kevin Vaughan 

  

 The NASCAR season has just 

ended with a Sprint Cup Series win by 

Kevin Harvick. Harvick drives the 

number 4 Chevrolet, Jimmie John’s 

car for Stewart-Haas Racing Incorpo-

rated.  This is his first ever Sprint Cup 

Series win, though coming close the 

past couple years with different racing 

teams. Harvick with his new team and 

car made a name for himself with a 

win in the 2014 year.  

The Nationwide Series ended 

with Chase Elliott winning, the son of 

the legendary driver Bill Elliott who 

used to race NASCAR a long time 

ago. Rookie Elliott won three races 

throughout the year, had sixteen top 5 

finishes, 26 top ten finishes, and pulled 

out the championship at the end. Elliott 

grossed 1,104,575 million dollars 

throughout the year. He races for JR 

Motorsports, which is owned by an-

other famous NASCAR racer, Dale 

Earnhardt Jr.  

What way can the younger 

driver look now? The only way he can 

really go now is down, and will he win 

back to back championships? 

With the Camping World 

Truck Series coming to an end, Matt 

Crafton wins back to back champion-

ships, making him the only man ever 

to do so in truck racing history. He 

won two races throughout the year, 

thirteen top 5 finishes, and seventeen 

top 10 finishes. He grossed 467,367 

dollars throughout the year. The 2015 

NASCAR season will start back up 

Saturday, February 15 at Daytona In-

ternational Speedway. 

The NASCAR season comes to an end 
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By  Erica Kincer 

In November, every year on 

the Friday following Thanksgiving 

day, retail stores open worldwide 

and have huge sales to kick off the 

holiday shopping season. It 

has been the busiest shop-

ping day every year since 

2005.  

 Black Friday is the 

best time to shop for holi-

day gifts because there are 

major sales on almost eve-

rything. Stores like Wal-

Mart, Best Buy, Target, 

and even online stores like 

Amazon and EBay, partici-

pate in this event.  

 On Black Friday, 

store open anywhere from 4am-

6am, allowing early bird shoppers 

to quickly purchase what they want 

before it’s gone. This is rewarding 

because on Black Friday, many 

people rush to a store and try to get 

the best deals before they are gone, 

sometimes causing chaos and 

fights, but if you get to a store very 

early, you can snag the best deals.  

 Not only do the people 

benefit from all the deals on Black 

Friday, but the businesses also 

benefit. By discounting prices and 

putting almost everything on sale, 

people are more likely to buy prod-

ucts because they know that once 

the day is over, that product will no 

longer be discounted.  

Last year about 50% of toy 

sales took place on Black Friday, 

which resulted in those businesses 

getting more than $10 billion. On 

another note, 49% of Amazon’s 

deals were Editor’s choice, and 

26% of Wal-Mart’s deals were Edi-

tor’s choice, making Amazon and 

Wal-Mart widely recommended 

places to shop on this day. 

Black Friday is by far the 

best time to shop for the 

holiday season because the 

prices in almost every busi-

ness are drastically skyrock-

eted this one day, making 

people eager to go out and 

get the good deals before 

they’re gone the next day. 

Not only do people benefit 

from this, but the businesses 

also make tons of money by partici-

pating in this event.  

Editorial: NFL’s Redskins should keep team name 

Editorial: Thanksgiving brings Black Friday excitement 

By Jordan Washington 

As you all may know the 

NFL team the Washington Red-

skins are currently being called out 

on their name and their logo. To me 

it seems harmless for a team to be 

called this, but do you actually 

know what a redskin is? A redskin 

is a derogatory name given to Na-

tive American people by the white 

settlers. The Native American peo-

ple are becoming angry because 

they think that by the N.F.L team 

being called the redskins that it is 

making fun of them and making 

them feel of a lesser value. 

 But on the other hand there 

are some Native Americans that 

feel like the team’s name and logo 

gives there people respect and hon-

ors their culture and they actually 

don’t want the team to change any-

thing. I think that the team should 

be able to keep their name. They 

have been the redskins since day 

one, that’s what we know the team 

as. Why change it now if it’s racist 

now it certainly was racist then so 

why didn’t they do something 

about it back then. 

 I have a lot of respect for 

the native American community 

but I just think that it is to late be-

cause the team has accomplished so 

much under this name like winning 

super bowls and now having a big 

name quarter back ( RG3) and a 

few other well known players on 

their team. Over all it would just be 

allot of change all of their merchan-

dise with their logo and the name 

redskins like jerseys and everything 

else just wouldn’t be the same. 
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Wrestling 

By: Kevin Vaughan 

 

Coach: Chris Perretti 

Returning Wrestlers: Drew Lowery, 

Colton Ullman, Josh Weber, Blake 

Cary, Tucker Bender, Thomas Forbes, 

Max Butler, Heath Snyder, CJ Stanton, 

and Sam Wittle.  

New Wrestlers: Daniel Forbes, Nick 

Stanton, Colton Christine, Gordon 

Herndon, and Tyler Redix. 

 

The 2014-2015 wrestling season be-

gins on December, 10 at Plymouth 

with the Super Tri Meet. There is a 

total of 15 Wrestlers this year with 5 

seniors, 4 juniors, 2 sophomores, and 4 

freshmen. The two coaches are Chris 

Peretti, and Seth Youngen. 5 seniors of 

the 15 are Drew Lowery; made it to 

districts last year. Colton Ullman, 

made it to state the past 3 years. 

Tucker Bender, just falling short last 

year of making it to districts, lost in his 

go too match. Josh Weber, made it to 

state his freshman and sophomore year 

and fell short at distracts to go to state 

his junior year. 

 The wrestlers who are not 

returning this year are Ryan Weber, 

Michael Itschenr, Jacob Kline, Mason 

Johnson, Clay Disbennett, and Alex 

Barren. The team had a record of 7-11 

throughout the year last year. 

Wrestler Drew Lowery predict 

a positive finish at the end of the sea-

son. 

 “I believe that all 5 of our 

seniors will be able to make it to state” 

Lowery said. 

Looking for a better season the 

team looks forward on improving their 

team record throughout the year. 

Swimming 

By: Erica Kincer 

 

Coach: Matt Armstrong 

Last year’s record holders: Krista 

Matteson (500 yard freestyle) & 

Vanessa Byers (100 yard breast-

stroke). 

Returning Starter: Vanessa Byers  

 “I hope to go to districts and 

possibly state, as well as break the 

records I hold, and the 200 individ-

ual medley,” said senior Vanessa 

Byers. 

 The individual medley is 

the butterfly, the backstroke, the 

breaststroke, and freestyle. 

 The swim meets start at the 

beginning of December and Lou-

donville will be competing against 

Wooster a lot this year.  

Although the swimming 

team is very small, the girls on it 

still try their hardest and compete 

with pride. This year there are two 

new members on the Loudonville 

swim team, Hannah Lane & 

McKenna Haggerty. 

Winter sports preview 

By: Rai Stencil 

 

Coach: Hayley Barnett 

Captains: Sierra Burkhalter(3 

year), Baylie Vanhorn(3), Alison 

Schi(3) 

Other members: AmberLynn 

Schuttera (1), Rylie Weber (1), 

Hannah Lane (1), Gabi Burkhalter 

(1), Morgan Young (2), Haley Lane 

(2), Rai Stencel (2), Devin Nyhart 

(2), Madison Weirdeu (2). 

Performances: There will be 10 

home basketball games so there 

will be 10 routines to perform. The 

first performance will be Friday 

December 5th. 

About the coach:  Haley Barnett 

has been a part of the Drill Team 

for 11 years and this will be her 5th 

year coaching.  

 “I’m always excited for 

each season because I get to be a 

part of memories my girls experi-

ence, whether that is from summer 

camps or competitions or just being 

a part of the team. I wouldn’t trade 

it for the world. Each year we con-

tinue to go outside our comfort 

zone and bring different choreogra-

phy to the floor. Not everyone is a 

dancer, or can be one. It takes talent 

and commitment and my 12 girls 

are filled with it. I couldn’t be more 

pleased with the group of girls I 

have and cannot wait to show the 

community how hard we’ve been 

working,” said Barnett. 

Scarlett Extremes 
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Boy’s Basketball 
By: Jordan Washington 

 

Coach: Kelly Seboe 

Previous record: 6-16 

Returning starters: Garrett 

Quickle (jr.), Austin Vansickle (jr), 

Josh Beans (sr), Justin Vansickle 

(soph), Stetson Bryson (jr), Tim 

Trapp(sr) 

This year’s boys basketball 

team is looking to have a very suc-

cessful season. With head coach 

Kelly seboe hoping to lead the 

group into the right direction. 

 The team had a rough time 

last year with a record of 6-16 but 

with a new season right ahead of 

them the guys are ready to fight, 

and make this season one to re-

member. 

Girl’s Basketball 
By: Tommy Collins 

 

Coach: Tyler Bates 

Last year’s record: 13-10 

Returning starters: Rileigh Stake 

and Andie Heffelfinger 

 With the last year’s record 

of 13-10, the girls’ basketball team 

will start another season this year 

and will be expected to be an even 

better season. There are several 

new faces that have been waiting to 

play on the varsity level and their 

coach, Tyler Bates can’t wait to see 

how they play and perform. 

 “They will play hard and 

get better as the season goes on,” 

Bates said. 

 With these new faces play-

ing at varsity level and our return-

ing starters, our girls’ basketball 

team will go far this season for 

sure. The first game will be on No-

vember 29 against Hillsdale. 

 

Winter weather brings with it fun winter activities 
By: Erica Kincer 

 

 As we all know, winter is 

quickly approaching us here in 

Ohio. There has been snow falling 

as well as significant temperature 

drops, and Loudonville has already 

had its first snow day of the 2014-

2015 school year. 

 Many people enjoy the 

snow and cold weather.  

“The snow is white and 

pure and when it covers the trees it 

looks beautiful,” said junior Alex 

Sanchez.  

There are several things you 

can do during the winter season 

that you can’t do during any other 

season. The snow only comes at 

this time during the entire year, so, 

of course, there are certain activi-

ties that you can only enjoy before 

all the snow melts.  

 One thing that many kids 

(and even teens and some adults) 

like doing in the winter is sledding. 

When the first snow falls, kids 

around the country get their sleds 

out, go on their favorite hill, and 

slide down it with their friends. 

Kids do this over and over again 

until they get tired or too cold. 

Sledding is an original activity that 

kids have been doing for years. 

 A big thing that teens and 

adults usually like to do during the 

winter is to go snowboarding. This 

recreational activity was inspired 

by sledding and skateboarding and 

was thought of around the 1960s. It 

became a winter Olympic sport in 

1998 and it takes practice and skill 

to be able to be a good snow-

boarder. There are many places 

around Ohio where you snowboard 

and have fun in the snow. 

 Snowball fights are the leg-

endary past time of the winter sea-

son. Everyone, of all ages and 

sizes, love to go out in the snow 

and partake in snowball fights. To 

have a good snowball fight, people 

must first make sure the snow is 

packable, or they can’t have a 

snowball fights. Once they know 

that the snow is packable, they pack 

the snow together in a ball and start 

throwing it at people.  

 Winter is an essential sea-

son because if we never got snow, 

none of these popular activities 

would be around. Although many 

people hate snow and the cold sea-

son, everyone loves a nice snowball 

fight, sledding session, and snow-

boarding time every once in a 

while.  
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Cleveland Browns: A good year? 
By: Kevin Vaughan 

  

 The Cleveland Browns are 

an organization of many talents. 

Usually winning isn’t one, but this 

2014 year for football is a good 

one. The Browns are 7-4 after 11 

games played and are maybe on 

their way to a playoff appearance. 

They haven’t seen the playoffs 

since 2002, losing to the Pittsburg 

Steelers in the wild card game.  

Success isn’t the Browns 

strong suit; the Browns have made 

it to three conference champion-

ships and have always come up 

short, losing to the Denver Broncos 

every single time. The achievement 

of actually winning a championship 

title may actually happen this year 

with the squad that they have.  

Josh Gordon, the leader in 

receiving yards for the Browns last 

year, has come back from his sus-

pension after failing the NFL drug 

test given at the beginning of the 

year. He will maybe bring back just 

what the browns need to succeed in 

the rest of the games this year. 

Brian Hoyer now being a two year 

veteran on the team is doing well 

this season with a pass completion 

rating of 55.9, passing yards of 

2,864, 11 touchdowns, and only 

eight interceptions of the fourteen 

in his career.  

With Hoyer passing at great 

averages and leading his team to 

victories, the Browns could have a 

good chance to be able to get a con-

ference championship, or better yet 

a super bowl ring. What the heck 

even making it to the playoffs is 

good for them, so whatever they do 

on their endeavors wish them good 

luck and god speed. 

Cleveland Cavaliers underperform to start season 

By: Kevin Vaughan 

  

 The Cleveland Cavaliers, an 

NBA team with so much talent, 

aren’t getting where they need to 

be. The team is 6-7 at the moment 

making them 5th in the eastern con-

ference. After losing to the Rap-

tor’s, the Cavs beat the Orlando 

Magic Monday night. The Cav’s 

got two new stars Kevin Love, and 

the returning star Lebron James 

back for this season.  

 The team is struggling to 

communicate and get on track. The 

Cav’s also got a new coach David 

Blatt, Blatt used to coach the Mac-

cabi Tel Aviv B.C. in Israel. With 

Blatt’s hardened attitude, great 

coaching, and the players put 

around him, he’s trying to take the 

step in the right direction towards 

going for a championship.  

Lebron James is taking 

most of the blame for the team’s 

mishaps; he believes he isn’t doing 

his job as a player and a leader. 

James wants to step up and become 

the player/leader to lead the Cavs to 

a great season. The Cavaliers have-

n’t made it to the playoffs since 

2010 when Lebron James was still 

here, then made the decision to go 

to Miami and win two champion-

ships with Dwayne Wade and Chris 

Bosh. James, being from Cleveland 

was considered a traitor, but now 

that he is back though people seem 

to have arms wide open for him to 

come back and try to bring a cham-

pionship to Cleveland.  

It would be the first champi-

onship brought to the city of Cleve-

land in a long time. Though Lebron 

and the Cavs made it to the finals in 

2007, they faced the San Antonio 

Spurs and got swept 4-0 to lose the 

series. With James back and the 

new and improved staff and play-

ers, the Cavs haven’t had this good 

of a shot since 2007. 
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Check out these books 
By: Tommy Collins 

 

 Tired of not knowing what 

to read? Want to know what’s good 

out there? Well here are some of 

the top books out there that you 

should read! 

 

City of Heavenly Fire Book 6 of 

The Mortal Instruments series 

Author: Cassandra Clare 

 City of Heavenly is the con-

clusion to The Mortal Instruments 

that everyone has been waiting for. 

Clary, the main character and her 

friends will fight a greater evil than 

ever before. Clary will have to fight 

her own brother. 

 

All the Light We Cannot See 

Author: Anthony Doerr 

 At the age of six: Marie 

Laure gone blind in the city of 

Paris. Her father, a master of locks 

at the Museum of Natural History 

builds her a model of their 

neighborhood so that his daughter 

will learn the layout and every 

space of their neighborhood. 

 The Germans soon occupy 

Paris and that forces Marie and her 

father to flee to Saint-Malo on the 

Brittany coast. Her great uncle 

owns a tall and narrow house by the 

sea wall. This was to keep them 

safe. Maybe it didn’t. 

 An orphan boy, Wener 

grows up in Germany and goes 

through the Hitler youth program 

where he master fixing radios and 

building them, this talent wins him 

a spot and a place at the elite mili-

tary academy where he becomes a 

specialized tracker of the Resis-

tance. His path converges with 

Marie. 

 

Ugly Love 

Author: Colleen Hoover 

 Never ask about the past 

and don’t expect a future. Those are 

the two rules that Tate Collins and 

airline pilot Miles Archer follows 

as their lives cross. Miles doesn’t 

want love and Tate don’t have time 

for it, so that only leaves room for 

one thing. 

 They thought they could 

handle it, but sooner or later they 

might fall in love. Promises will 

break as rules are meant to be bro-

ken. This is where love gets ugly. 

 

Half a King 

Author: Joe Abercrombie 

 Prince Yarvi denied the 

throne, but now he vowed to regain 

it back, but there is something that 

is stopping him. He has to survive 

the Shattered Sea. Alone and be-

trayed, Yarvi already feels like his 

end will come near, even with his 

loyal friends by his side. Twists, 

traps, and bloodshed will be around 

the corner, closer and closer than 

the last step Yarvi has took. Will he 

survive? Read to find out. 


