
For the past three 
months, I have been a student 
here at Loudonville High School. 
Many big and even small differ-
ences make my ―temporary‖ life 
very different to the one back in 
Germany.  

First of all, the time I 
spend at school is significantly 
longer. I was used to a school 
day that lasted from 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m. The extra two hours 
make the day seem so much 
longer that it feels like I stay 
at school forever, and it does-
n’t end after the classes. There 
are clubs or different sports 
offered anybody can partici-
pate in.  In Germany, we 
don’t have school sports 
teams but teams for the com-
munity. That is probably be-
cause the students are sepa-
rated in three different school 
types. After fourth grade, stu-
dents must choose which school 
they want to go to, but it also 
depends on their grade average. 
Nine years of school education 
are required, in higher leveled 
schools it is possible to add up to 
four years to be able to go to 
university afterwards.  

I have never seen so 
much school spirit before as it is 
in high schools here. The school 
is present in a main part of every 
week. School events like football 
or basketball games are attended 
by students wearing school col-
ors or clothing with the Redbird 
logo on it. In Germany, after the 
classes are over, students are 
done with school for the rest of 
the day or week. Indeed, my 
school offers sweatshirts with the 

school logo on it, but only a very 
small number of people decide 
to wear them. 

Another difference is 
that we cannot choose our indi-
vidual schedule. German stu-
dents are divided in classes in 
which they stay in the whole day. 
The teachers change the rooms. 

Every student in a class has the 
same schedule, and it varies every 
day of the week. It is unthinkable 
to have students from different 
grades in the same class. If the 
expected grade level in one class 
is not reached, the student has to 
redo the whole year.  

Something else that is 
very different between German 
and American schools is the way 
how grades are formed. Ameri-
can students take way more quiz-
zes and tests and get more 
smaller grades. In Germany, we 
usually take two tests and one or 
two quizzes per semester. Home-
work is normally not graded. But 
teachers often ask individual stu-
dents every day about the lesson 
from the day before. We also do 

not see our grades in percent-
ages or letters, we are graded 
in numbers from 1 to 6.  

German schools nor-

mally don’t provide lockers or 

water fountains. And only the 

Gymnasium, the school at the 

highest level, has a lunch 

break because of classes in 

the afternoon. I will really 

miss these three things in par-

ticular when I am back to 

Germany.  

The American flag is 

here in every classroom and 

simply everywhere. The 

school day starts with the 

Pledge of Allegiance, and at 

sports events the National 

Anthem is sung. There’s 

nothing similar to compare 

with in Germany. There are 

no flags anywhere and the 

national anthem is only sung 

at very special events, which 

has not yet happened in my 

whole school career. I don’t 

know why it is this way but 

Americans seem to be very 

proud of their country with 

everything they do. Germans 

may be as proud as well, but 

almost nobody shows it.. 

by Anita Edenhofner 
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The definition of a stereotype is ―one that is regarded as embodying or conforming to a set image or type‖. 
So do we at Loudonville High School stereotype different people into different groups? 

 You don’t see four girls walking around the school dressed head to toe in pink and having a glare that 
could stop a lion in his tracks. Well, at least I don’t think that the Mean Girls walk around the campus anyway. Al-
though, if you were to look at the lunch tables, do the jocks sit with the jocks and the band/ choir participants sit 
with each other? 

 I’m not saying the stereotyping is always a negative, because it could actually bring people together. When 
you see that you and a group of people have something major in common, most liking you are going to be drawn 
to hang out with them more than people that you have nothing in common with. This is how stereotyping starts. 
Hollywood seems to magnify the mean girls, the geek with social issues, or the testosterone-filled jocks, giving us 
as society a complex in the manner we judge each other.  

So sometime take a step back and look around you. Try to notice if there is a pattern in who people hang 
out with. Also, try to get understand if people stereotype you, and if so, how do they stereotype you. 

Although while taking that step back and looking around the LHS, you will most liking find that a lot of 

different people hang out with more than one group. They interact with a diverse group of friends. Therefore, be-

fore you judge someone on their appearance, get to know them first. Appearance isn’t everything; everyone has a 

personality. You might actually find that you’re different than what you thought you were and that’s okay. 

         by Andi Vansickle 

         

 If you were given the choice, would you choose books or computers to use permanently?  

 ―We should use all computers. They are faster and easier,‖ said Spencer Burkepile, a senior at the 
LHS.  

Using computers would be easier and faster because you have all of your information at your fingertips 
and a click of a mouse. Google, Ask Jeeves, and Wikipedia are all very popular for finding information 
quickly, and a new website called Bing. But what’s wrong with going ―old school‖ and using books? Yes, 
books are disappearing and the internet is becoming more popular, but in some instances, the internet 
cannot amount to books.  Or, why not use both? 

 ―We should incorporate both. You can’t escape from it because technology is such a big part of 
our lives, like our active boards,‖ said Mr. Miller, a science teacher at the LHS.  

 Using both will help form skills that will possibly be needed in the working world. Imagine going 
to school and not using your smart boards. Imagine going back to the overheads that use to be used. Now 
imagine having to look up a word without a dictionary. You would have to sign on on the computer, wait 
for it to load, wait for the internet to pop up, and then type and search for your word. Wouldn’t it be eas-
ier if you could have used a dictionary all along, or just use the smart board? So maybe using both, com-
puters and books, aren’t a bad idea.  At times, books are faster then computers, but computers can do 
things that books cant do. Books and computers somewhat complete each other. So maybe we should 
just keep them both. 

 

          by:Rebecca Morris 

Computers v. Books 



Page 3 THE REDB IRD  

Guess Who! 

Can You Guess Which Staff  Member from LHS this is? 

 Picture this; waking up to a screaming baby three to four times every night, changing tons of dirty 
diapers, losing friends who don’t want to hang out with a crying baby, and getting looked down on from so many 
people. Girls who engage in sexual intercourse usually suffer consequences, and if they don’t want to get pregnant 
they shouldn’t do it or be responsible about it. If they do choose to be sexually active, protection is a good idea. 
 Teen pregnancy rates have increased over the years and more and more girls have a tendency to get preg-
nant. Thirty-four percent of young women become pregnant at least once before they reach the age of 20 -- about 
820,000 a year according to Family First Aid. Some statistics say that girls within the ages of 14 and 15 engaging in 

sexual intercourse don’t mean to get pregnant. They should be abstinent and wait 
until marriage because it is a smart thing to do.  

 Waiting until marriage is a good idea because there is someone else to be 
dependent upon and with a child, having two parents that are married is the best 
way to have a family. Some babies born with a teenage mom do not always have 
a father. They usually don’t stick around and there aren’t many cases where a re-
lationship lasts through a teen pregnancy. 

 Being a teen mother can’t be fun since almost everything has to be given 
up to raise a child. Babies cost a lot of money too. Teens don’t have that much 
money of their own to begin with so this can’t be easy.   

 There are many methods of birth control that can be used to prevent all 
of this.  Of course, there is another option. After the baby is born, he/she can be 
put up for adoption. Whether the adoption is open or closed, it isn’t the biologi-
cal mother’s responsibility after that. Sometimes adoption can be hard for teen 
mothers, but it’s a good choice if that person isn’t capable of taking care of their 
life and their child’s. 

 

          by Mariah Chapman 

When Children Have Children 

1. She went to Muskingum University. 

2. Her least favorite sport is baseball. 

3. Her favorite color is Green. 

4. Her middle name is Frances. 

Preheat oven to 350 F. Grease and flour two 9-inch round cake pans, or 
spray with baking spray (such as Baker's Joy).  

Cream the oil, eggs, pumpkin, vanilla, rum and sugar together with an 
electric mixer. Sift the flour, baking soda and spices together. Add the flour 
mixture slowly to the creamed sugar, mixing on low speed just until combined. 
Scrape down sides of the bowl. Fold in nuts, if desired.  

Pour batter into prepared pans and bake for 35-40 minutes, or until a 
cake tester inserted in the cake comes out clean. Let cool in 
pans for 5-10 minutes and then turn out onto wire racks and 
let cool completely.  

Split each cake layer in half, horizontally. Spread the first layer 
with a thin layer of pear butter – about 2 tablespoons. Top 
with a layer of cream cheese icing (about 1/3 to ½ cup). Re-
peat layers, but when the final cake layer is put on top, omit 
the pear butter and frost only with the cream cheese icing. 
Leave sides of the cake unfrosted. Alternatively, you can make 
a traditional two-layer cake and frost the middle, top and sides. 
Makes 12 to 14 servings.  

Spiced Cream Cheese Icing: Sift 1 cup powdered sugar (it is 
a slightly sweet frosting) and set it aside. In an electric mixer, 

beat 10 tablespoons softened, unsalted butter on low speed for 30 seconds. 
Gradually add 1 pound of softened cream cheese, scraping down sides and 
blending until smooth between additions. Add ¾ teaspoon of vanilla and blend 
to incorporate. Slowly add the sifted sugar, beating until smooth. Add 1 ½ tea-
spoons cinnamon and ½ teaspoon pumpkin pie spice and mix to combine. 
Taste, and add more spice if desired.  

      by Tori Zody 
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Pumpkin Spice Cake 

1 cup vegetable oil 

3 eggs 

1 (15 ounce) can pumpkin 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

2 ½ cups of sugar 

2 ½ cups of flour 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

1 tablespoon pumpkin pie 

spice 

1/2 teaspoon cloves 

 

1/2 teaspoon ginger 

 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

 

1/2 cup pear butter  (Such as 
McCutcheon’s brand sold at Central 
Market) 

 The Redbird would like to hear from you, the 

students. If  you would like to write a letter to the 

editor about a topic or to express your views please 

send an e-mail to lp_redbird@mail.tccsa.net. The 

Redbird reserves the right to edit or not publish 

letters deemed not to be in a good taste or to be 

unfair personal attacks. Letters may be edited for 

grammar, style and clarity.  

 The Redbird is now online also! You can    

access it from the high school homepage from the 

bottom left drop-down menu. 

Letters to Editor 

mailto:lp_redbird@mail.tccsa.net


Seven of the twenty-three girls on the LHS soccer team are expected to graduate in the spring of 2010. These girls are Moria 
Fodor, Sara Mould, Stephanie Debo, Kaliegh Wilson, Bethany Herman, Erin Ligenfelter, and Hannah Cooper. Most of the girls who are 
graduating were the first people to ever be on an all-girls soccer team at LHS. Before them, there were only co-ed teams. This was be-
cause there were not enough girls for them to have an all-girls team.  

―I like a girls team because you can become very close on a personal level, but a co-ed team would be fun too because you get to 
hang out with the boys,‖ said senior Sara Mould. 

The sport became more popular in 2006 to girls. Soon they had enough for an all-girls team. It was a big change from playing 
with mostly boys to playing with all girls for freshmen at the time. Most of the girls who are seniors now have played all of their lives and 
some may have started in middle school.  

Some seniors plan on continuing their soccer career in college, but for others they say it was fun while it lasted and soccer will 
never be the same again.  

―I would love to play again, but it would never be the same because there are always new freshmen coming up, and you can 
never relive the amazing times we had this year, ―said Sara. 

Ever since 2006 there has been an all-girls team and an all-boys team. Some girls say they still want a co-ed team, but others say 
an all-girls team is more competitive because the boys treated them like they were too  girly and didn’t know how to play.  The seniors 
will soon leave LHS, but will always be a part of history in Loudonville for being the first all-girl team ever.  

by Morgan Pack 
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Sports Preview 2009-2010 

Varsity Boys Basketball 

Head Coach: Kelly Seboe  

Last year: MBC Champs (14-8), beating Centerburg in 4 overtimes 

Who’s gone: Byron Weiss, Kyle Nickles, and Tyler Mowery  

Seniors returning: Ian Simmons, Taylor Harris, Matt Gwin, Trey Trumpower, Skiles 
Haag, Chance Lee, Dakota Zickefoose 

Opening Game: Away: Friday Dec. 4th  @ Hillsdale– 6:00, Home: Tuesday Dec. 15th  
against Danville– 6:00 

Goals: Win conference, go deep into tournament, have a winning record   

 

Varsity Girls Basketball 

Head Coach: Joy Taylor 

Who’s Gone:  Chris Kranz 

Who’s Returning: Becky Orchard, Courtney Ryan, Moira Fodor 

Opening Game: Away: Saturday, Nov. 28th @ Smithville; Home: Saturday, Dec. 5th 
against Danville 

Goals: Beat Utica and win the conference 

 

Varsity Wrestling 

Head Coach: Steve Furlong 

Last Year: MBC Champs for 5th Year 

Who’s Gone: Shawn Hartney, Randy Duncan 

Who’s Returning: Luke Weber, David Vaughn, Scott Spreng Alex Tuttle, Brent Al-
lerding 

Opening Meet: Saturday Dec. 5th @ Mt. Vernon 10:00 a.m.—‖Wazie‖ Tournament 

Goals: Win MBC Conference for the 6th time; win the Gribbles Classic Tournament 

Fond Memories of  Girls Soccer 

Student Spotlight: Mack Taylor 
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 Mack Taylor, a highly respected student at the LHS, treats the school as if its his home. He has done so 
much for our school, from the morning announcements to Easter egg hunts. Mack takes on the challenges of be-
ing Student Council President, chairman of Fields of Faith, and the committee treasurer for band. In Mack’s entire 
high school career, he has been in student council for four years, President this year and last, in the NHS for two 
years, foreign language club for three years and Fields of Faith committee for two years.  I asked Mack if he had 
any rewards for doing all that he does: 

 ―I get self gratification and feel good for doing it, and when people say thank you to Student Council,‖ he 
said.  

 Since Mack has been President, he has made ordinary fundraisers and donations more exciting. An exam-
ple would be the Easter egg hunt that holds gift cards, candy, and other things. He has also pushed Student Coun-
cil into doing one big event a month, like ―Pennies for patients.‖ He is the type of person who enjoys giving to 
others and loves the feeling of it. A simple thank you means more than just words.  

 Mack is deciding either being a high school teacher or a college professor.  

 ―If I would be a high school teacher, I would coach,‖ he said.  

 From school to the field, Mack made a difference. In football, played the position of being center and has 
played his whole high school career. He juggled football and band at the same time. Mack Taylor is someone to 
look up to. He does big things for our small school. We should all follow his lead. 

  

    

    by Rebecca Morris 

LHS Lady Reds Drill Team 

Head Coach: Haley Barnett 

Who’s Gone: Rachel Bender, Sam Leininger, Billie White, Carissa VanSickle 

Seniors Returning: Erin Lingenfelter, Tasha Meyer, Kate Thompson, Tori 
Zody 

First Performance: Tuesday December 15th, Half time of the guys varsity 
basketball game. 

Goals: No more drama, get first at competition, everybody able to do splits  

 

Varsity Cheerleading 

Head Coach: Heidi Eldridge 

Who’s Gone: Tessa Maffet, Shalom Mckim, Britany Mack 

Seniors Returning: Nicole Zody, Tasha Meyers, Jenn Meyers 

Opening Game: Away: Friday Dec. 4th  @ Hillsdale– 6:00, Home: Tuesday Dec. 
15th  against Danville– 6:00 

This Year: Good grades 
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If you could move anywhere, 
and take three people with you, 
where and who? 

Mrs. Van Horn – Ochos Rios. 
Sean, Mike, Amy 

 

 

 

 

If you woke up as the 
opposite gender, 
what’s the 1st thing 
you would do? 

 

Danny Roetzel—I 
would check myself out 
thoroughly 

 

 

 

 

What’s your biggest phobia 
and why? 

Mr. Seboe- Splunking/ caving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the one, single 
food that you would 
never give up? 

 

Mark Mowery- Mac & 
cheese 

 

 

 

 

 If you could 
live anywhere in the 
world, where would 
you live? 

 

Caleb Ross - Quebec  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who was your first crush? 

 

Mekaylah Hyatt- Zac Moffet 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Which was the most em-
barrassing moment of your 
life? 

 

Kate Thompson- Peed pants 
in the 4th grade play 

Around the Halls of  LHS 

1.Remember the Titans- During a time when civil rights were being violated, the T.C. Williams High School football 

team comes together to display the love that the country needs to see. The movie is a true story of one of the first inte-
grated football programs in Virginia and their road to their miraculous state championship. It really presents everything 
needed to be considered a great movie: action, comedy, drama, and a lesson that we can all learn from, the power of love. 

2. Miracle- If there is one movie that represents American pride the best, Miracle is it. It is the story of the 1980 U.S. hockey 

team and their unlikely Olympic gold medal, which was earned by defeating the powerful Soviet Union hockey team. Coach 
Herb Brooks is very inspiring in the film, using some of the toughest coaching tactics ever. It will bring you to your feet and 
leave you shouting, ―USA!‖ 

3. Hoosiers- In a little town in Indiana, one coach and one team decides that they are going to shock the world and win the 

state championship. Through unconventional coaching tactics and just plain hard work six-man Hoosier basketball team 
achieves their goal and wins the state title. Hoosiers is, undoubtedly, one of the most inspirational movies of all time. Not 
only will any basketball player love this movie, but any person will love this movie. 

4. Rocky IV- The best of the Rocky series, Rocky IV is one of the most inspirational movies of all time. Despite the impossible 

amount of punches that Rocky endures from the Russian, who actually killed Rocky’s good friend Apollo Creed, the movie 
still manages to be great. The movie shows the viewer that with a little determination, anything can happen. As a matter of 
fact, Rocky singlehandedly ends the Cold War in the movie.  

5. Friday Night Lights- Many times an inspirational movie is not realistic. This is not the case with Friday Night Lights. It 

tells the story of a Texas high school football team and their fight through adversity to win a state championship. The only 
thing is that they don’t win. They fall just short of the goal line in the state championship game. The movie tells one of the 
great lessons in life: just because you fight as hard as you can through adverse conditions does not mean that you are going 
to win in the end. Despite the loss, the Permian High School Panthers find what is most important: brotherhood. It is a 
great movie, especially for high school athletes. 

         By Jordan Lance 

Jordan Lance’s Top Five Sports Movies of  All Time 

Think back in time for a mo-
ment….not that far! Just think of all of 
the movies you have watched in your 
childhood, the classic movies you 
watched time and time again. Would 
you still watch all of the movies you 
watched back then, or would you just 
erase them from history. 

 This is the movie known as The 
Nightmare Before Christmas this movie 
was released on October 29, 1993. Jack 
Skellington, who is voiced by Chris 
Sarandon and the singing voice is 
voiced by Danny Elfman, grows bored 

of Halloween and decides to try something 
new. There is a problem with this though 
Jack orders all of his residents to assist in 
his version of Christmas but they just use 
snakes, bloody dolls, and everything you 
expect to find in a Halloween town, they 
would use instead of proper Christmas 
decoration. 

  One thing that is really weird is 
the final confrontation between Jack and 
the gambling addict (Not to mention 
cheater) Oogie boogie as played by Ken 
Page. They met once and in three trials 
Jack won them all and defeated Oogie in 

less than thirty nine seconds. 

 The music is flawless the ani-
mation is unique for its own time. Peo-
ple may want a sequel however writer 
Tim Burton just wanted one great 
movie and not mess up the entire 
movie. Two words to Tim Burton, 
smart move, The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas is a great movie and should never 
be rewritten. 

  

By Jon Sanders 

Classic Movie Review: The Nightmare Before Christmas 


