
 Christmas trees are up 
and stockings are hung. Lights 
are flashing and blow-up Santa 
Claus’ are glowing. The Advent 
season is upon us and with the 
season comes the inevitable dis-
play of trees, wreaths, and stock-
ings as symbols of Christmas. 

 As everyone knows, 
Christmas is the Christian holi-
day that celebrates the birth of 
Jesus Christ, the Christian Lord 
and Savior. The common inter-
pretation of the story says that, 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus, 
three wise men brought gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
Today, we do not celebrate 
Christmas, which was not de-
clared a federal holiday in the 
U.S. until 1870, by giving these 
particular gifts. Instead, we cele-
brate by giving a ridiculous 
amount of gifts, decorating our 
houses with lights, displaying 
Christmas trees, hanging stock-
ings, and telling stories of a fel-
low named Santa Claus. 

 The first thing that peo-

ple do when preparing for 
Christmas is to put up a 
Christmas tree. Originally, 
even before the first Christ-
mas, different cultures 

through-
out the 
world 
wor-
shipped 
evergreen 
trees dur-
ing the 
winter 
season 
because 
of the 

fact that the tree was still 
green during the winter. It is 
actually a tradition that has 
been used in many types of 
religion such as Greek my-
thology or Paganism. The 
result is that we use an origi-
nally Pagan tradition to cele-
brate a Christian holiday. 

 Just as important as 
the Christmas tree is the story 
of Santa Claus, which is told 

in about every home in 
America. Santa Claus derives 
from a man, St. Nicholas, 
who was the subject of many 
legends due to his godliness 
and kindness. It is said that 
he gave away all or most of 
his possessions to the sick 
and poor, and that he saved 
three girls from being sold 
into slavery by their father. 
For this, “St. Nick” has be-
come the protector of chil-
dren and is portrayed as jolly 
old Santa Claus. 

 There are many more 

customs and traditions that 

are associated with Christmas; 

however, none of these cus-

toms compare to the ultimate 

goals of Christmas: to be-

come closer with others, to 

help those in need, to fix 

wrongdoings, and to remem-

ber the reason for the holi-

day. 

 By: Jordan Lance 

December 22, 2009 

Christmas Revealed  

Newsletter Date 

LHS stages Beauty and the Beast 
 Beauty and the Beast was a romance unlike any other.  The animated romance that was a 
memorable Disney fairytale in 1991 is being brought to life on stage by LHS students. With 
tryouts and callbacks out of the way, the cast will be getting the set ready for the play. 

 “I’m really excited for the musical. It’s going to be a huge production, and I can’t wait 
to start rehearsing,” said freshman Shelby Snyder. 

 Cooper Charlton stars as the Beast while Erin Lingenfelter stars as Belle. Other cast 

members include Dylan Walker as Gaston, Andrew Leisure as Lefou, Katherine Bokenkamp as 

Mrs. Potts, Lizzy Morgan as Chip, and Lisa Kroeger as Babbette. The play will be held from 

March 12-14 and March 19-20. More information on times and location will be announced 

later.           

By: Becca Morris and Kylie Lewis 

December 22, 2009 
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 Before you go making your wish list this year, maybe considering giving back should be the first on you to do list. With many 
families left without presents under the tree this year, or no tree at all; the extra help would bring joy to many families. 

 Giving back to your community, school, state, or even country isn’t as hard as it may sound. While not everyone has the time 
or money to give back to the entire country but your community is definitely doable. 

 Even in today's "recession" there are ways to lend a hand or two. Many of us have a friend or grandparent that is sick and or 
elderly and isn’t capable of decorating of their house; and shoveling their driveways, this is the perfect opportunity to pitch in and 
help.  Something this small can go a long way. 

 Nursing homes and hospitals are both full of patients that don't have company during the holidays, and could use a smile. 
Why not visit and give them something to smile and talk about? 

 The Akron Children’s Hospital and the Ronald McDonald’s House are always in need of extra presents, food, and company, 
for the kids and the parents. Those toys you have in your basement, collecting dust- get them out and donate. 

 Donating is a great way to help out. Organizations like the Salvation Army, Burlington Coat Factory coat give away, Toys for 
Tots, and many more take donations and give them to families in need. It's a great place for unworn clothes and unused toys. 

 If clothes and toys in excess in your household, then canned food is also looked for. Giving to Helping Hands, or seeing if 
your school, community, or church has something going on could always make an impact. For only a couple dollars, you could make 
someone's Christmas dinner better. 

 Time is also valuable. Leading a hand to a local soup kitchen is just as good as donating an old coat. 

 No matter which way you volunteer, it makes a difference for those people. Just like Danielle Clady of - Zion Lutheran 

Church Loudonville said, "I love being able to contribute whatever I can to the community. Many people have helped me and influ-

enced my life, and I owe it to them to pass it on.” 

         By: Andi VanSickle 

Zimtsterne – Cinnamon Stars 

 

2 cups finely ground almonds, plus ½ cup more as needed 
1 ½ tablespoons cinnamon  
4 egg whites 
4 cups powdered sugar 
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice 
granulated sugar and ground almonds (for rolling out) 

Combine the almonds with the cinnamon in a mixing bowl. Beat the 

egg whites until frothy and slightly thickened. Beat the powdered 

sugar into the egg whites. Remove approximately two thirds of the 

mixture and blend it together with the almonds. Add the lemon juice. 

The additional cup of egg withes and powdered sugar will be the ic-

ing.  Let the dough rest for an hour in the refrigerator. On a board 

that has been sprinkled with granulated sugar or almonds, roll the 

dough out to a 3/8" thickness. To prevent the dough from sticking, put a thin plastic film between dough and roller, remove 

it afterwards. Cut out star shapes with a cookie cutter, cover the stars with the egg white and sugar mixture and bake the 

cookies in a preheated oven at 275 – 300 F for about 7 - 8 minutes. Don’t let the icing turn brown. The right time to take 

them out is when the middle of the bottom is still a soft. To prevent the cookies from becoming hard, put a piece of an apple 

with them in the box.       By: Anita Edenhofner  

Cooking German with Anita  

Spreading holiday cheer: Volunteering 
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1.A Christmas Story -
This movie was re-
leased on the 18th of 
November of 1983. A 
Christmas Story is 
about a boy named 
Ralphie who has to 
convince his parents, 
teachers, and Santa 
that a Red Ryder BB 
gun really is the per-
fect gift for the 1940's. 

 
2.How the Grinch Stole 

Christmas - This 
movie was originally 
released on the 18th of 
December of 1966, 
but there is a newer 
version that was re-
leased on the 17th of 
November of 2000. In 
How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas a grumpy 
hermit hatches a plan 
to steal Christmas 
from the Whos of 
Whoville. This is a 
very popular Christ-
mas movie all around. 

 
3.Christmas Vacation - 

This movie was re-
leased on the 1st of 
December of 1989. 
Christmas Vacation is 
about The Griswold 
family's plans for a big 
family Christmas pre-
dictably turns into a 
big disaster. 

 
4.Elf -This movie was re-

leased on the 7th of 
November of 2003. 
Elf is about a wreak-
ing havoc on the elf 
community due to his 
ungainly size, a man 
raised as an elf at the 
North Pole is sent to 
the U.S. in search of 
his true identity. It’s 
funny, and very enjoy-
able.  

 
5.Christmas with the 

Kranks - This movie 
was released on the 
24th of November of 

2004. Christmas with 
the Kranks is about a 
family whose daughter 
is away at Christmas. 
Her parents decide to 
skip Christmas alto-
gether until she de-
cides to come home, 
causing an uproar 
when they have to 
celebrate the holidays 
at the last minute. 

 
 
6.Rudolph the Red 

Nosed Reindeer - 
This movie was re-
leased on the 6th of 
December of 1964. 
Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Reindeer is 
about a misfit reindeer 
and his friends that 
look for a place that 
will accept them. This 
old Christmas movie 
is a classic. 

 
7.Black Christmas -This 

movie was released on 

the 25th of December 
of 2006. Black Christ-
mas is about an es-
caped maniac who 
returns to his child-
hood home on Christ-
mas Eve, which is 
now a sorority house, 
and begins to murder 
the sorority sisters one 
by one. 

 
8.Deck the Halls -This 

movie was released on 
the 22nd of November 
of 2006. Deck the 
Halls is about two 
neighbors who have it 
out after one of them 
decorates his house 
for the holidays so 
brightly that it can be 
seen from space. 

By: Tori Mowery and Natalie 
Young 

Best Christmas Movies of All Time 

Anywhere but Here 

If you are someone 
who loves the wintertime, 
no matter if you enjoy ski-
ing, snow boarding, snow 
shoeing, ice skating or 
snow tubing, then traveling 
to a top winter vacation 
spot could be just what you 
are looking for. You can 
find many spots through-
out the world that can 
make amazing winter vaca-
tion spots. 

Some people think 
of summertime when it 
comes to planning their 
vacations, but more and 
more people, each year, like 
to be different. They only 
plan vacations for the win-

ter.  The top 10 winter va-
cation spots are;  Hershey, 
Pennsylvania,  Jukkasjarvi, 
Sweden,  Yellowstone Na-
tional Park,  Wisconsin 
Dells,  New England,  Or-
lando, Florida,  The Carib-
bean,  Mont Tremblant,  
Alaska, and  Lake Tahoe. 

Studies suggest that 

every family needs a vaca-

tion even if you cannot af-

ford one. There are many 

places to turn to for help 

when this “need” comes 

along. Families tend to drift 

away from one another, but 

going on a family vacation, 

at least once a year can pre-

vent this from happening.  

Winter is the best time for 

family bonding because of 

Christmas and the upcom-

ing New Year. If you do 

not know where to go for a 

fun winter time vacation, 

try looking into some of 

the top spots listed. If none 

of these are what you are 

looking for, there are many 

online or book ideas that 

you can look into.   

By: Morgan  Pack 

  

Need Something To Do? 

1. Ice skating. 
 
2. Skiing. 
 
3. Snow Tubing. 
 
4. Sledding. 
 
5. Snow Boarding. 
 
6. Riding a snowmobile. 
 
7. Building a snowman. 
 
8. Snowball Fights. 
 
9. Building a fort with 

snow. 
 
10. Making snow angels. 

Wrestling:  At 2-2 in duels and placing 6th in their first tournament, the Mt. Veron "Wazie", the boys are back and looking for a six-peat 
conference championship. Although, weaker than their last years record at this time, things are still looking up. Junior wrestler Dylan 
Bender said, "We've been working hard, but not winning as much". With hard work and four seniors back, nothing is out of reach for the 
team. See the wrestlers in action at their next tournament Tuesday, December 29th at The West Jefferson Tournament, which starts at 
10:00 am. 

 

Indoor Track: With their first practice last week, the boys and girls indoor track teams are looking forward to this new season. Equipped 
with some fresh new faces and the returning veterans, both teams are going to be a force this upcoming season. Freshman girl runner, 
Hadley Greer said, “I'm really excited to make new records, even though it's really hard to push yourself running in this cold weather." 
Cold weather or not, these athletes are boasting an impressive amount of talent. Just like junior runner Bryan Derr said, " There are a lot 
of people out this year; we should have a really good team. We hope to repeat the success of last year, and maybe even a little more." 
Look to see them in action at their first meet Monday, January 18th at The Ohio State track. 

 

Boys Basketball: Starting the season off a little shaky, the boys basketball team isn't going down without a fight. While their record is 1-
3, it doesn't show how much they are improving in every game. Sophomore guard Adam Hagg said, " We're making mistakes we should-
n't be. So far no team has beaten us; we've beaten ourselves, but trust me we're working on these mistakes." One thing is for sure, the 
team has good chemistry and is working hard to turn their record around. With seven seniors leading the way, the future looks bright for 
the boy's team. Watch the guys play East Knox at home Tuesday, December 22nd. 

 

Girls Basketball: Loudonville girl's basketball is at it's finest right now. Starting the season 7-0, the team is definitely getting the job 
done, but this is only the start of a tough upcoming schedule. According to sophomore guard Alexis Van Horn, "We're playing as a team 
and working hard to improve the defensive side of the game. If we keep our work up, we could go far." With only seven varsity players 
healthy at the moment, the girls are going to have to keep healthy and focused. Catch the girls in action Wednesday, December 23rd as 
they travel to Akron to play Heights. 

          By: Andi VanSickle 

Girls basketball starts 7-0, and more sports updates  
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 On Tuesday at the 

Loudonville Boys Basketball game the 

LHS Lady Reds drill team kicked off the 

season with a wonderful performance 

after 16 weeks of preparation.  Lynn 

Hulver, a member of the Lady Reds 

said, “Beforehand our whole team was 

really nervous, but when we got out on 

the court, it all came together and we 

did really good. We’ll be doing a Christ-

mas dance for our next performance 

and we’ll be incorporating a lot of kick 

sequences. It should be awesome.”  The 

drill team was also filmed during their 

performance, and the video was posted 

on YouTube. The LHS Lady Reds will 

have their next performance December 

22nd during halftime, dancing to “My 

Only Wish This Year” by Britney 

Spears. Come watch and support the 

Loudonville Lady Reds drill team. 

      

   By: Tessa Harvey 

Drill team back again! 



What Is Your New Year’s Resolution? 
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Coty Huff- “Be 

a kind gentle-

man, show peo-

ple what the 

good Coty Huff  

is like and make 

sure to be my-

self.” 

Lisa 

Kroeger- 

“To not pro-

crastinate as 

much, do more 

sports, and do 

more commu-

nity service.” 

Juan Pablo Moran- 

“World peace, for all 

American soldiers to 

come home, be rich, 

learn English better, 

and be a comedian.” 

Mr. Stake- 

“Get back in 

shape” 

Josh Armstrong- 

“Get a job and a 

hot girlfriend.” 

Mrs. Briggs- 

“Eat more 

healthy” 

 What is a calamity day? A calamity day is a day in which 
the school must close because of the weather. In the winter when 
school is called off because of the snow, that 
would be a calamity day or “Snow Day” 

 Gov. Ted Strickland is adding 20 more 
school days to the regular school year, bringing 
the number up to 200. I asked Mr. Eckenwiler 
why Gov. Strickland is adding 20 additional days, 
and he had said, “Ohio has not been able to at-
tract businesses, and a business is looking to see 
how strong the education is in that state.” He 
also said that, “Obama has a new initiative for 
states, and basically the federal government is 
going to reward states with a better scholastic 
method for teaching children.” 

 One thing to help with his 20 day increase is taking away 
calamity days. Since there are five present calamity days there would 

be a five day addition. Does this mean that there would be no 
school cancellations? No, there will still be cancellations due to 

weather, but every cancellation would have to be 
made up in the winter. 

If kids do not learn throughout the entirety of the 
school year, then what makes the governor be-
lieve that adding 20 more school days would 
work? Kids will drop out, start fights, not listen to 
the teachers, and complain. 

This plan is bound to fail, or it could succeed who 

knows only time will tell and one last thing think 

of the summer and the fact that the school does 

not have air conditioning. 

By: Jon Sanders 

20 Additional School Days?! 
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 “The everyday life in the USA changed my opinion about the country. Every day I found out something 
new.” This is what Juan Pablo Moran Garcia, a 17-year-old exchange student from Mexico said about the experi-
ences he has made in the USA. He is spending one year in Loudonville. 

“I wanted to see America how it really is, meet people who live here and know what they think about their coun-
try,” said Garcia. Countries are not always what movies try to convince you. That is true for the United States as 
well as for every other nation. “Mexico is not like you see it in ‘Nacho Libre’. People should understand that every 
country has its good and bad sides, and Mexico is not the exception! If you go to Mexico, you will be surprised 
how beautiful it is,” he said. 

Why did Juan Pablo choose the USA for his exchange country? “Because I want to be a legal Mexican here!”, he 
said laughing. Since he was a little child he has come to the United States for vacation and for his dad’s work. His 
mother was an exchange student in Loudonville, that made the connection to this place.  

Many differences separate the home country of the exchange student from the country he currently lives in. “It is 
hard to express what I want to say, because I still have problems with the language. Hopefully I can talk like an 
American at the end.”  

Sports in Mexico are the same compared to here, but Juan Pablo misses soccer, which he used to play all year long. 
“In private schools, every game is a civil war; we have to win, no matter what. Not so in public schools, because 
most of the students are not interested in the school they attend,” he said. “Not many people go to school sport 
games.” 

The school life also differs. The school system there is similar to America’s. Mexican students cannot choose their 
own schedule, but they change rooms from class to class like at high school. A regular school day starts at 7 a.m.; 
there is a breakfast break at 10 a.m., lunch at 2 p.m. and school ends at 5 p.m. Afterwards sports practices are of-
fered. “We don’t have a security system with key cards or anything,” Juan Pablo said.  

The USA has become a second home for the exchange student, and Juan Pablo will miss many things when he 
goes back to Mexico. His friends and all the people who helped him to get in the American society and live like an 
American are one important thing. “If it is possible for me, I will come back to the USA. I would like to go to col-
lege here, because the USA has some very good universities.”                           By Anita Edenhofner 

New country, new experiences, new life 



      Filling out a college appli-
cation is one of the most important 
things a person will do because  The 
first thing they need to do for suc-
cess is check into any school they 
think they may be interested in. De-
pending on the career path a person 
may be taking, the school will be dif-
ferent. 

 The career path that one 
wants to choose will be a deciding 
factor to where he or she goes to 
college.  Mrs. Peacock, a guidance 
counselor at LHS, agrees that it is a 
good idea to choose two private and 
two state schools to apply to. Apply-
ing online sometimes has a fee, but 
there is a chance that it could be free 

depending on the application. If a 
paper copy is sent it, there is always a 
fee to pay, sometimes between $50-
$80 per application. 

Most schools have a fee 
waiver as well for low-income fami-
lies, and according to the National 
Center for Education Statistics there 
are a variety of government, institu-
tional and private programs to help 
students who lack the financial 
sources for all the costs of applying 
to college. 

All colleges that are being 
applied to need transcripts. The LHS 
guidance office can send official 
transcripts to colleges, and if you are 
taking post-secondary classes, it is 

important to have the college where 
you are taking those classes send 
your transcripts also. 

One of the most important 
things is filling out financial aid 
forms. A financial aid form is a form 
that can be filled out annually by un-
dergraduates and graduates to deter-
mine whether they can receive aid or 
not.  The Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid (FAFSA) permits 
students to start filling this out Janu-
ary 1st. A workshop for students will 
be held at the LHS, January 11th at 
6:30pm.  

 By: Mariah Chapman 

College right around corner for seniors 
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 Imagine waking up to find a bear passed out, sleeping at the foot of 
your bed. Well, my eyes have seen that before. Some think it’s a dumb and 
horrible idea, but I think having him was the best experience of my child-
hood. For those who don’t know, I had a black bear as a pet. Having 
George was like having a little brother who loved to go through everything. 
Nothing was a personal belonging anymore because sooner or later you 
would find it somewhere else in the house, wet with slobber and half torn 
up. 

 When we got him, he was the size of a puppy- all helpless without 
his mother. Feeding time could either be fun or tragic. Bottles had to be 
switched quickly. Usually Mary and I would go to school with hickies on our 
necks because he would try to find a nipple like he would his mother. 

 Imagine coming home to see your doors open, bathroom sink and 
shower on, food everywhere, and the fridge door open. Then finding him 
passed out on the couch with some beer cans close by. Well, yet again that’s 
happened before. During hibernation, we would make him trays of food. 
Then we’d wake him to eat because my mom was afraid he’d starve. 

 Now, why have a black bear for a pet? Well, one day my step-dad, Calvin and I, went to an exotic animal 
auction. Originally we came for a bangle tiger, but left with a baby black bear. For the first six months-1 year, he 
lived in the house. After that, he stayed in a big cage. People thought we were crazy to have him, but having a wild 
animal is harder then imaginable. 

 George loved to play in the snow, swim, eat at our table, and sleep in his recliner and with us. Once I woke 
up to find him sitting on my chest staring down at me with his big bug eyes. I can honestly say he is the best ex-
perience I’ve ever lived though. And I regret not one minute of it. 

           By: Becca Morris 

Taming Wild Beasts 

The Redbird would like to hear from 

you, the students. If  you would like to 

write a letter to the editor about a topic 

or to express your views please send an 

e-mail to lp_redbird@mail.tccsa.net. 

The Redbird reserves the right to edit 

or not publish letters deemed not to be 

in a good taste or to be unfair personal 

attacks. Letters may be edited for 

grammar, style and clarity.  

Letters to the editor 

 

Thank you to 
our advertisers! 

mailto:lp_redbird@mail.tccsa.net

