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Quentin Loritte 

Redbird Staff 

The Mohican Winterfest 

2012 is going to be January 

Friday 13th and Saturday 14th 

on Main Street in Loudonville. 

The Chamber of Com-

merce is in charge of this 

event and they do a great 

job  every time for this ice 

sculpture festival. The big 

entertainment every year is 

the arrival of some guests.  

This year, Elegant Ice 

Creations is going to be 

here to amaze Loudon-

ville’s citizens for two 

days. They were not here 

last year, but they were the 

year before, and people 

really liked it. 

This crew from 

Broadview Heights, Ohio, 

includes Aaron Costic, who 

is a full-time ice sculptor, ser-

vicing in Northern Ohio and 

all around the world. With 20 

years of ice sculpting experi-

ence, Costic knows what to do 

with a big ice block. These 

skills drove him to the Winter 

Olympics Games two times. 

The first time in 1998 in 

Nogano, Japan for a Bronze 

medal and then in 2006 in Tu-

rin, Italy for a gold medal. 

A lot of people are at-

tending this event. It is not as 

big a deal as the Loudonville 

Street Fair, but it is still one of 

the main events of the winter 

time in Loudonville.  

Aaron Costic and his 

crew did such a good job two 

years ago that everybody is 

expecting a wonderful Winter-

fest. They also expect the per-

fect weather to work on the 

ice, which is between 25 and 

30 degrees with no rain and no 

sun so people can enjoy the 

sculptures for two weeks, like 

last year. It is also the opportu-

nity for the businesses in 

downtown to do some adver-

tising. As you can see during 

this ice sculpture show, busi-

nesses can buy an ice block 

and Elegant Ice Creations will 

sculpt it with the business’s 

logo for $225, with color be-

ing added for and additional 

$50.  

 “We are going to have 

30 sculptures on Main Street, 

plus nine in central Park,” 

said Jeanne Leckrone, who is 

in charge of this event at the 

Chamber of Commerce. 

In addition to the Mohican 

Winterfest, there are several 

other events occurring, even 

if the major attention is 

around the Ice Show. There 

is also a motor train exhibi-

tion, and the theatre down-

town will be playing Happy 

Feet 2. Some places to get 

food like fresh Pop Corn or 

Fresh Cider that people really 

enjoyed … 

“There is a very nice 

crowd during these two days, 

but this event mainly depends 

on the weather,” said Leck-

rone. 

Ice Is Invading Main Street 
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Miranda Kiner 

Redbird Staff  

 There recently have been 

public school board meetings 

regarding the future of our 

school district, and more specifi-

cally, the consolidation of our 

school facilities. There are no 

longer enough funds to finance 

the four school buildings we cur-

rently have. The junior high is 

the oldest building, the most 

costly, and the least amount of 

students attend this school. The 

junior high could possibly no 

longer be a school next fall. 

The school board is lean-

ing towards moving the 7th and 

8th grade classes to the high 

school. This might be the best 

choice, but it’s not the only 

choice. There are also three other 

possibilities: PK-4, 5-7 and 8-12, 

PK-4, 5-8 and 9-12, PK-5, 6-8 

and 9-12.  

Junior high students are 

not mature enough to be around 

high school aged kids. I realize 

that if they were to come to the 

high school that the majority of 

their classes would be in build-

ing one, but they still will inter-

act with older students in some 

classes, such as extracurricular 

classes and advanced or acceler-

ated classes that junior high stu-

dents are taking .  

Junior high students could 

possibly also be in the same 

lunches as high school students. 

There are currently four lunches 

and they are already packed full 

of students. Parents of junior 

high students are also concerned 

with the influence that older kids 

will have on their children. Rela-

tionships and dating between 

junior high students and high 

school students already exists, 

but the rate will probably in-

crease if they combine the junior 

high and the high school. 

The use of modular class-

rooms will probably also present 

a problem. Our school is located 

near a corn field and a path of 

woods. This could create some 

security issues. There would 

need to be some sort of inter-

communication between the 

main four buildings and the 

modular classrooms. 

Junior high kids are not 

ready to be with high school stu-

dents just because they are sim-

ply not mature enough to be able 

to handle the influence of older 

students. There is probably little 

choice in the matter though be-

cause of lack of school funds. 

The high school does have the 

most area to build modular class-

rooms and the junior high school 

is the oldest and most costly 

building. This could possibly be 

last year for the Perrysville Jun-

ior High School. 

Editorial: Goodbye PJHS? 

Robbie Miller 

Redbird Staff 

With a 4-1 vote the Lou-

donville-Perrysville School 

Board of Education decided to 

table the closing of Perrysville 

Junior High School and district 

consolidation. According to 

board member Steve Kick, this 

decision should be left to the 

new board.  Thenew school 

board takes office in January.  

The idea was to close the 

Perrysville Junior High School 

and to bring the junior high stu-

dents here to the high school, 

where they would be housed in 

modular classrooms, which are 

like classroom in separate build-

ings. 

The closing would save 

the district $336,000 annually, 

and the idea of building a brand 

new school building is not logi-

cal because the voters have con-

tinuously said that they will not 

support a new school building.   

Community and some fa-

cility members had a wide vari-

ety of complaints and arguments.  

 “I don’t think it’s a very 

good idea; I think we could fea-

sibly accommodate 8th graders 

without the use of modular class-

rooms, but we would have to 

share some space to make this 

happen, but I just don’t see the 

7th grade being mature enough to 

attend the same school as high 

school students,” said Elise. 

Lingenfelter, who teaches 11th 

grade English here at the high 

school. 

School District Tables Consolidation 
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Krista Matteson 
Redbird Staff 

 Last weekend I went to Wal

-Mart with my mom and my sister, 

and when we walked out to go to 

our car, the very nice greeter at the 

door said, Have a Merry 

Christmas. I was so surprised 

because I have not heard many 

people saying that phrase 

lately. 

This topic really frus-

trates me because if you were 

to say Happy Holidays to a 

Christian they may get mad 

and offended. Around this 

time, Christians always say 

“keep Christ in Christmas”, or 

“Jesus is the reason for the season.” 

They feel like when people say 

Happy Holidays, they are forgetting 

the real meaning of Christmas and 

why we have it. 

 I guess the reason people 

say Happy Holidays instead of 

Merry Christmas is because when 

you say it to certain people, you 

may not really know their back-

ground, so whatever you may say 

could very easily offend them. If 

you know you are talking to a 

Christian person then it’s ok to go 

ahead and say Merry Christmas, 

but if you have no clue if they are 

religious or not, you may not want 

to tell them that because they might 

get upset. Some people say that the 

politically correct way is to say 

“Happy Holidays,” and that’s 

where I think they are wrong. 

 I personally think that say-

ing Merry Christmas is the right 

thing to say during this sea-

son and people do have the 

right to say it whenever they 

want. The holiday we are 

celebrating is Christmas, so 

you are allowed to specify, 

instead of just saying Happy 

Holidays. I don’t like it one 

bit when someone tells me 

Happy Holidays because I 

am a Christian, and we 

should always keep Christ in 

Christmas! 

So “Happy  Holidays”… and Merry 

Christmas! 

Editorial: Happy Holidays? 

Quentin Loritte  

Redbird Staff 

Loudonville is going to see 

a brand new Dollar General Store 

during next year, even if the release 

date is not established. The Lou-

donville community is already 

served by a Dollar General Store on 

860 S. Market Street and a Family 

Dollar Store on the 850 S. Market 

Street, right next to each other. 

The citizens are confused 

with this decision. Why will a rural 

town of 3,000 have three dollar 

stores in the same area?  Because 

the brand new Dollar General Store 

will be next to Pizza Hut which is 

800 S. Market Street. So this new 

store will be only a few yards away 

from the two already there.  That is 

going to bring a bigger store, al-

most half as bigger than the origi-

nal store. It is now 8,000 square 

feet and the American company is 

projected to build a 12,000 square 

foot store. 

“It is a waste. The old one is 

sufficient and adequate,” said Judy 

Briggs, a secretary at Loudonville 

High School. 

Nobody had the possibility 

to say something against this proc-

ess because the Dollar General’s 

headquarter took this decision as a 

big national company. So Loudon-

ville did not choose the locations of 

the stores.  

All the “discount” grocery 

stores are in fact out of town except 

for Stake’s. 

 “I wish they would put it in 

town,” said Jim Brewer. 

 Many people in town are 

frustrated to see a big national com-

pany invading the town; however, a 

bigger Dollar General probably 

means new stores around it too. 

“A new store is providing 

more industry in the town, [with]

higher paying jobs and low costs 

prices,” said LHS principal John 

Lance. 

The only people who are 

going to enjoy it are probably the 

campers who arrive during the 

summer time. 

More Dollars! 
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BOWL PICKS 
Bowl Game Mike Robbie Krista Favored To Win 

Sheraton Hawai'I Bowl Southern Miss Southern Miss Southern Miss Southern Miss 

AdcoCare V100 Independence 

Bowl Missouri North Carolina North Carolina Missouri 

Little Caesars Pizza Bowl Purdue Western Michigan Western Michigan Western Michigan 

Belk Bowl North Carolina State Louisville North Carolina State North Carolina State 

Military Bowl Toledo Toledo Air Force Toledo 

Bridgepoint Education Holi-

day Bowl California Texas California Texas 

Champs Sports Bowl Florida State Florida State Notre Dame Florida State 

Valero Alamo Bowl Baylor Baylor Baylor Baylor 

Bell Helicopter Armed Forces 

Bowl Tulsa BYU Tulsa BYU 

New Era Pinstripe Bowl Rutgers Iowa State Rutgers Rutgers 

Franklin American Mortgage 

Music City Bowl Mississippi State Mississippi State Wake Forest Mississippi State 

Insight Bowl Oklahoma Oklahoma Iowa Oklahoma 

Meineke Car Care Bowl of 

Texas Texas A&M Northwestern Northwestern  Texas A&M 

Hyundai Sun Bowl Georgia Tech Georgia Tech Utah Georgia Tech 

AutoZone Liberty Bowl Cincinnati Cincinnati Cincinnati Vanderbilt 

Kraft Fight Hunger Bowl UCLA Illinois UCLA Illinois 

Chick-fil-A Bowl Auburn Virginia Auburn Auburn 

TicketCity Bowl Penn State Houston Penn State Houston 

Capital One Bowl South Carolina South Carolina South Carolina Nebraska 

Outback Bowl Georgia Georgia Michigan State Georgia 

Taxslayer.com Gator Bowl Ohio State` Florida Florida Ohio State 

Rose Bowl Wisconsin Oregon Wisconsin Oregon 

Tostitos Fiesta Bowl Oklahoma State Stanford Stanford Oklahoma State 

Allstate Sugar Bowl Virginia Tech Michigan Michigan Michigan 

Discover Orange Bowl Clemson West Virginia Clemson Clemson 

AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic Kansas State Arkansas Kansas State Arkansas 

BBVA Compass Bowl SMU SMU Pittsburg Pittsburg 

GoDaddy.com Bowl Northern Illinois Arkansas State Northern Illinois Arkansas State 

Allstate BCS National Cham-

pionship Game LSU LSU Alabama LSU 
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AJ Lepp 

Redbird Staff 

The Heisman trophy is a 

college award that is given to the 

most outstanding player that best 

displays the pursuit of excellence 

with integrity. The players have to 

be nominated by journalists since 

they are informed, the fans since 

they watch and have a great major-

ity of opinions and previous Heis-

man winners. In years past it has 

been mostly won by quarterbacks 

and running backs. 

Robert Griffin III is this 

year’s Heisman trophy winner. He 

plays quarterback for the Baylor 

Bears. His nickname is RG3 and he 

is known to wear some cool socks. 

He was sort of a hidden finalist at 

the beginning of the year due to the 

fact that Andrew Luck, Stanford’s 

quarterback, took the spotlight and 

brought everyone to believe he 

would be the Heisman winner. 

Then as the season went on and 

RG3 became a prospect more and 

more. Griffin fell off a little bit 

when he had a losing skid when he 

lost three out of four games in No-

vember. 

Griffen was also a track 

star, breaking state records in the 

110 meter hurdles and the 300 me-

ter hurdles. He was ranked #1 in 

the nation for the 110 hurdles and 

he was ranked #1 in the 400 meter 

hurdles as well. Robert griffin is a 

great athlete and he has the ability 

to win and work to continue to win. 

RG3 is the first player from 

Baylor to achieve the award. He 

holds many school records; all of 

them are rushing records. He has 

earned many other trophies as well 

as the Heisman he is definably a 

worthy winner of the Heisman tro-

phy. 

RG3= Heisman 

Kayla Jamieon 

AJ Lepp 
Redbird Staff 

Boy’s basketball:  

Record: 4-1 

Outlook on the season as of now: The boys have started off strong, winning three games against Freder-

icktown, East Knox, and Centerburg. They have a tough game against Norwayne on December 27th. 

Coaches Comments: “We want to challenge for the league title and make a tournament run” – Coach 

Seboe 

 

Girls Basketball: 

Record:  1-6 

Outlook on the season as of now: The girls have started off rough but hopefully they can pull it together 

to get some wins. Turnovers have made it harder for the girls to win as many games. Most of the games 

the girls have stayed close in the scores but just didn’t pull it out in the end. 

Coaches Comments: “Tough to say the future for our team. Hopefully the change will help and we will 

play as a team and cut down our turnovers and we will do fine.” –Coach Kauffman  

 

Wrestling:  

Record: 4-0 

Outlook on the season as of now: The wrestlers are doing very well to keep their undefeated team re-
cord. They came in forth as a team at the Mount Vernon tournament  Their next big upcoming meet is on 

the 27th and the 28th at West Jefferson. 

Winter Sport Outlook 
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Robbie Miller 

Redbird Staff 
It was Friday, September 30 th,  

Utica vs. Loudonville was the game. 
Christian Leitenberger rounded the 

corner on a run play needing a block 

for a touchdown. Out of nowhere, 
Keith Lemke let loose with one of the 

most vicious hits of his illustrious Lou-

donville High School career. Keith 
sent the opposing team’s player to the 

hospital with brain swelling, thus add-

ing another chapter to the amazing 

story of the hardest hitter in the State 
of Ohio. It’s because of 

games like these that 

Keith has one of the most 
unique opportunities for a 

high school athlete, espe-

cially a small school ath-

lete. 
Now Keith is 

going to get to realize his 

dream of playing college 
football.  After one of the 

greatest seasons in Lou-

donville football history, 
in which he sent two peo-

ple to the hospital, was 

second in the area in 

tackles, and in the top ten 
in the area in intercep-

tions, he got noticed by 

several colleges.  After 
weighing all of his options, making 

campus visits and talking to several 

college coaches, he has decided that he 
will be going on to play college foot-

ball at Division III College of Wooster. 

Lemke is really excited about 

the opportunity to play college foot-
ball. “It’s really awesome; it’s a real 

privilege, and I am thankful to God 

and coaches to have given me the 
abilities to make my dream come 

true,” said Lemke. Keith is very thank-

ful for the support that his parents, 

Mark and Terry have always given 
him. They attend every game and 

video his play so that he has been able 

to watch himself on tape and look for 
ways that he can improve. His family 

has always placed great value on 

physical fitness and has encouraged 

him to work to be bigger and stronger. 

Two of Keith’s defensive 

coaches, Mr. Drown and Mr. Youngen, 
had very kind words to describe Keith. 

 “He is a hard worker on and 

off the field especially in the weight 
room. He’s a true leader, and really 

knows how to deliver bone-crushing 

hits,” said Mr. Youngen. 
 “Keith is a really smart player 

on the field; you tell him to do some-

thing and he’ll do it while going all out 

and giving 110% every single play, 

and he is a ruthless tackler,” said Mr. 

Drown. 

Most people say the whole 
recruiting process can be very over-

whelming and difficult but Keith got a 

different take on the whole experience. 

“It was really awesome, it makes you 
feel very wanted and that you really 

are good at what you do”, said Lemke. 

In addition to The College of 
Wooster, Keith was recruited by Mari-

etta College where his brother Corey 

also played football as a cornerback, 

Muskingum College, Alleghany Col-
lege in Pennsylvania, Heidelberg Uni-

versity, Dennison University, and 

Notre Dame College in Ohio. These 
are all good schools, but he felt that 

The College of Wooster would be the 

best fit for him both for the academics 

and the chance to play college football 

for a team with a winning tradition. 

Lemke said that he only has 
one real regret from the entire recruit-

ing process. “Ohio State didn’t recruit 

me. Ha-ha not really; I just really 
loved The College of Wooster.” 

The College of Wooster really 

appealed to Lemke. “I really liked the 
coaching staff and Wooster gave me 

the best chance to play early on. 

Wooster is also a really pretty campus 

and it is well-known for having strong 
academics,” he 

added. 

Unlike some recruits 
Keith has looked at 

the academic side of 

The College of 

Wooster. “I would 
like to major in 

sports management, 

but Wooster doesn’t 
have that program.  

Right now I am 

planning on major-
ing in business and 

economics so I can 

use that to help me 

get a job in the front 
office of some 

sports franchise”, 

said Lemke. 
Keith has some advice to kids 

that would like the opportunity to play 

college sports. “Visit every campus 
you can, don’t say you’ll go to the first 

college that calls you, just always work 

hard and do your best because there 

will always be someone that wants 
your position.” 

He has the opportunity to ex-

cel on Saturday nights playing in 
Wooster and wherever the schedule 

takes him.  He will be able to play 

close to Loudonville so local fans will 

have an opportunity to see him play 
out there on the college field. Then, 

just maybe, we can see him someday 

playing on Sundays with his beloved 
Bengals down in Cincinnati. 

A Boyhood Dream 


