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History of Valentines Day 
By Hank Bee 

 Chocolate, flow-

ers, heart shaped cards 

and a naked baby named 

Cupid, but what does it all 

mean? What is the reason 

for spending a full day in 

the name of love? 

 It started with a 

religious man named St. 

Valentine. He was a pow-

erful Christian priest. The 

leader of Rome wanted to 

go to war but too many 

men were getting married 

and wouldn’t leave their 

wives and die, so he or-

dered no more marriages 

until he gained an army. 

So many of the young 

men grabbed their lovers 

and took them to meet 

Valentine who secretly 

married them in a Chris-

tian church.  Outraged, 

the Roman empire then 

captured Valentine and 

threw him in a prison cell. 

There he meet his jailer's 

daughter who was very 

sick and blind so he cared 

for her and healed her. 

While all of the time he 

spent with the girl he fell 

in love with her, and the 

day before his execution 

February 13 he wrote her 

a letter to show his love 

for her that was signed 

“Your Valentine”. The 

next day he was pulled in 

to a room where he was 

taken by Roman soldiers, 

there he was tortured and 

beaten with wooden clubs 

and finally they beheaded 

Valentine. 

 Then in his mem-

ory of love and God, Val-

entine's Day was created 

and the Christian church 

declared him as St. Valen-

tine. So were the symbols 

like the heart which 

stands for the love that 

Valentine shared and Cu-

pid which was on Valen-

tine's amethyst ring and 

became the mascot of 

love. Even though the his-

tory is closely lost. the 

meaning is still there. 

Teddy bears, chocolates 

and roses are what we 

think of when we hear 

Valentines Day. 

  For some its 

meanings getting free gift, 

for others it means spend-

ing it with the person they 

love, some even us the 

holiday as a way of gain-

ing the courage to talk to 

someone. But the true rea-

soning is about showing 

the people that you care 

about, how much you love 

them no matter the gift, 

for some its just enough to 

receive a letter from their 

very own Valentine. 

Table of  

Contents 



 2 

By Autumn Campbell 

  The winter of 

2013-2014 has been the worst 

that many states have had in 

years. This school year, multi-

ple Ohio schools have used up 

all of their snow days, called 

“calamity days”. In 2011, the 

number of days school were 

allowed to miss raised from 

three to five. Now, the Gov-

ernor of Ohio, John Kasich 

has asked the senate to raise 

that amount from five days 

to nine. 

 “I think we need more 

than five snow days. If it's 

weather like this year, they 

should just grant it to us. A 

lot of people are saying 

they'll sue, and some days 

we just shouldn't have to 

go,” said Mrs. Arnold. 

 The vote for this to be 

passed was held on the 12th. 

Governor Kasich said that he 

hopes this passes, because 

“student safety always comes 

first”. School is usually closed 

because of bad roads, cold 

weather, or a very low wind-

chill. Students and staff have 

been “punished” by this snow 

days by having to make them 

up on Saturdays, spring break, 

or going further into their 

summer vacation. 

 “Anytime you go to 

school after Memorial Day is 

a joke. After that, the kids are 

done. But it also hurts to lose 

so much of our class time,” 

said Mrs. Arnold. 

 With the next school 

year, school will be measured 

in hours and not days. Be-

cause of this, it will be easier 

for many schools to have the 

required amount of hours 

since they already exceed the 

maximum needed. There will 

be no need to make up for 

the snow days, because 

students will already have 

exceeded their needed 

hours for the school year. 

Although this vote is be-

ing supported by many 

members of both political 

parties, there is a lot of 

fuss over it. 

 “I think it's stupid 

that they're fighting over 

just one snow day. I 

mean, what's three 

against four? It's not a big 

deal,” said Mrs. Arnold. The 

Governor asked for four more 

snow day, but many members 

of the Senate disagree, only 

wanting three days. 

The cold never bothered me anyway 
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By Draven Beans 

 The Winter Olympics are 

biennial winter athletic games 

which are taking place in Sochi, 

Russia. This year there are a record 

setting 88 countries participating in 

the games. The Previous record be-

ing 84 countries. 

 The Olympics did not start 

off well this year due to construc-

tion delays. These delays were 

from the incomplete construction of 

some of the hotels surrounding the 

Olympic stadium area. This caused 

many visitors to not have rooms to 

stay in. Other visitors that came to 

watch the Olympics arrived to be 

greeted with poor living conditions 

and or incomplete rooms. In one 

area the water was not working and 

it was said that if guests did get the 

water to work, then they should not 

drink it because it could be fatal. 

 Along with the hotel con-

struction delays, this year's Winter 

Olympic games had a malfunction 

in the opening ceremony. When the 

rings were opening, the United 

States ring did not. On the positive 

side the U.S. won all three medals, 

gold silver and bronze, in men's 

freestyle skiing on Thursday. 

 Aside from the construction 

delays and the opening ceremony 

ring malfunction, the Olympics 

have ran smoothly so far with the 

Norway, Netherlands and the 

United States high up on the leader 

board for most medals won to no 

surprise. Norway and Canada were 

fighting for the top spot earlier this 

week. 

 As for the leader board for 

the most gold medals, Germany has 

the first place spot with 6 gold 

medals. In order Germany is fol-

lowed by Canada, Norway, Nether-

lands, and the United States, who 

all have four gold medals. In sixth 

and seventh place are Switzerland, 

with three gold medals and Russia, 

with 

two. 

Winter Olympics halfway over 

Winter: Down in the dumps 
By Bala Fodor 

 As the winter continues 

to drag on many people get 

cramped up inside. This 

causes people to get winter 

blues or seasonal affective dis-

order system. This is a condi-

tion where people feel de-

pressed and sick during the 

winter. The causes can range 

from lack of sunlight to lack 

of exercise. With students go-

ing to school from 8-3 five 

days a week it's easy to see 

how students can avoid the 

sun. 

 “We get out of school at 

three o’clock,  then there's 

only two hours left before the 

sun goes down. There's also 

the problem with really cold 

weather. I just don't get the 

motivation to go outside and 

get frostbite,” said sophomore 

Hank Matthew Bee 

 The reason sunlight af-

fects people's mood comes 

from the brain. There is a hor-

mone called Serotonin that is 

produced by the brain. But 

when there is a lack of 

sunlight production of Sero-

tonin is reduced causing de-

pression. 

 There are many symp-

toms for seasonal affective 

disorder system. Some of the 

most common symptoms are 

fatigue, weight gain, increased 

need for sleep and trouble 

with concentration. Luckily 

there are many ways to fight 

the winter blues. The most ob-

vious is to get outside daily. 

Experts advise several brief 

moments of sunlight during 

the winter. If not they warn 

that you will shrivel to the 

point that you could win a 

Gollum look alike contest. So 

get outside and watch the 

carbs. 

 So if you think you 

have seasonal affective disor-

der system, or SAD for short, 

you should go see a doctor or 

if short for cash, Ask the 

Fode. 
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By Autumn Campbell 

 On February 5th, Ryan 

Weber signed to attend Malone 

University, a Christian Univer-

sity in Canton, Ohio. Malone is a 

school for the arts, sciences, and 

other professions in the liberal 

arts. At Malone, every student 

learns how to become a success-

ful leader. With his great skills 

in football, wrestling and aca-

demics, it is no surprise that he 

got into this college. Ryan will 

be playing football at the college 

starting next fall, and he is ex-

cited to finally be there. 

 “It was really nice to 

make the decision of which col-

lege I'm going to. There was a 

lot of pressure because of people 

calling me asking me to go to 

their college, and it's just nice to 

get that decision out of the way,” 

said Ryan Weber. 

 The decision was not hard 

for Ryan, however. He exceeded 

the GPA requirement for the col-

lege, and with all of his scholar-

ships, will only end up paying 

around $2,000 a year for his tui-

tion. Most of the scholarships he 

received were for athletics, but 

they were also a few from aca-

demics. Although Malone is 

much different than Loudonville, 

Ryan likes the atmosphere that 

the school gives off. 

 “It's kind of a smaller col-

lege, and has a more family at-

mosphere. Also, I really like the 

coaching staff, so that's good,” 

said Ryan. 

  Going off to college is 

one of the biggest times in a per-

son's life. There is constant 

preparation, stress, and running 

around to make sure they have 

not forgotten anything. But for 

Ryan, he cannot wait for the fu-

ture. 

 “I am definitely excited 

for school and sports next year. I 

really like football, and summer 

lifting should be fun. Plus Austin 

Cary is my friend, so that will be 

cool to go to school with him,” 

said Ryan. 

 His summer is going to be 

full of preparation for football in 

the fall, and definitely busy. But 

with his future falling into place, 

Ryan is full with excitement. 

Pinning the Decision 

Redbirds turn up for sectionals 
By Justine Macaulay 

 The Redbird winter athlet-

ics are soon coming to an end. With 

every end of a season comes the 

chance of making it to state. 

 For our varsity wrestling 

team, sectionals will take place at 

Northwestern High School on Fri-

day, February 14th and February 

15th. Last year the team was very 

successful with four guys placing 

in state. 

 “I want to get as many kids 

through to districts as possible. 

Some may not place as well as they 

want, but getting there is what 

counts. We should place top five 

even with the injuries,” said head 

coach, Chris Peretti. 

 The Lady Redbird's have 

had quite the season compared to 

last year's season. With a winning 

record of 13-7, the girl's team is the 

ninth seed out of twelve teams. 

Looking at last year's record the 

girls have had an exceptional sea-

son so far. Their sectional game is 

at Manchester High School 

Wednesday February 19th at 7:00 

pm. 

  “Manchester has a rich bas-

ketball history, and they've had a 

lot victory lately. It'll definitely be 

a challenge for us to face them on 

their home court.” said head coach, 

Tyler Bates. 

 Varsity boy's basketball has 

worked hard to get to where they 

are now. With the boys being the 

11th seed, they'll be facing the 

Golden Bears of Waynedale. On 

Tuesday, February 25th the boys 

will play at Waynedale with the 

game beginning at 7:00 pm. 

 “I expect that we're going to 

give them a huge challenge,” said 

head coach Kelly Seboe, “and we're 

going to beat them on their home 

floor.” “I also love cherry cheese 

cake, hint hint.” 
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By Shana Esselburn 
 For the National FFA Or-

ganization the celebration of FFA 

Week is almost here. In the year of 

1947, the National FFA Board of 

Directors had a meeting and decided 

to designate the week of George 

Washington’s birthday as what we 

call today National FFA Week. This 

celebration is an opportunity for FFA 

members, alumni, and sponsors all 

across the nation to advocate agricul-

ture and FFA. It gives them an op-

portunity to share with the public 

what FFA is and how it affects it's 

members every day. 

 “We hope that several stu-

dents will participate in FFA week. 

They put weeks of hard work into 

planning and would appreciate the 

support,” said adviser Kendra Carne-

gie. 

 FFA chapters everywhere 

plan out their own events that they 

want to do that week to help promote 

the organization and what it stands 

for. This year the Loudonville FFA 

Chapter has plenty in store. Starting 

Monday, February 17th, FFA week 

will kick off with going to the resi-

dent's home to visit with the elders 

and bring animals in for show and 

tell. The student body can join in 

kicking off the week with Muck 

Boot Monday. You may wear your 

Muck Boots to school. 

 Tuesday the 18th, the FFA 

Chapter will be holding a teacher 

appreciation luncheon in the Ag 

room along with wearing their FFA 

apparel. Everyone that is a part of the 

LHS staff is invited to the Ag room 

during their lunch time and the FFA 

will be serving them lunch and min-

gling with them, sharing what all 

they have done throughout the year. 

 Wednesday the 19th is truck 

day. Everyone in the student body 

and staff is welcome to drive a truck 

to school and trucks will be judged 

based on categories made up by the 

FFA. Also students and staff can 

wear “cowboy apparel” including 

flannels, fancy belts, boots, jeans, 

etc. 

 Thursday the 20th, the FFA 

will be selling root beer floats out-

side the office hallway for $1.00. 

Proceeds from the floats will be do-

nated to the Children's Hospital Net-

work. Students also may wear any-

thing they have that is blue and gold 

to represent the FFA's colors. 

 To end off the week, on Fri-

day the 21st, students may drive a 

tractor to school. All tractor drivers 

are allowed to meet up at McDon-

ald’s at 7:30 for breakfast. Tractors 

are to be parked in the parking lot by 

the tennis courts. Also students may 

participate in the milk chug and cow 

patty eating contest during their 

lunches. 

  Remember, you do not have 

to be a farm kid in order to partici-

pate in FFA week. FFA week is for 

the whole school to help the FFA 

Chapter celebrate what it stands for 

and to appreciate the future of agri-

culture. 

 

FFA week brings activities to LHS 

By Tyler MacQueen 

 Don Baun has served as the 

Loudonville High School Cross 

Country Team coach for 15 years. 

In his path he has assembled Var-

sity teams that accumulated 100 

Boys wins, 92 Girls wins, three dis-

trict championships and four con-

ference victories. And after the fif-

teenth season of coaching at Lou-

donville High School, he has de-

cided to hang up his whistle and 

pass it down to a new coach. 

 “After 15 years as a head 

coach at LHS and 25 years of 

coaching, I felt it was time to give 

others the opportunity at the great 

experience of working with you 

athletes”, said Baun in a statement 

posted on Facebook. “I will miss 

coaching, but there are other ex-

periences to be had even by a really 

seasoned person. I wish the pro-

gram and the runners much success 

in the future”. 

 With over a decade and a 

half of coaching it is obvious that 

the impact he had on his players 

will be around for years to come. 

 “It's sad,” said freshman 

Gunnar Hill. “He has been a coach 

for a long time now, and he has had 

a big impact on the program. I only 

had him a year, but he was a great 

person and we are going to miss 

him.” 

 “Don was an awesome 

coach,” said junior Sara Robbins. 

“Even though I did not know him 

very well, and it was my first year 

with him he pushed to the limits 

that I did not even know were 

there.” 

 As Don's decision to resign 

is done and over, a new era is about 

to begin. On Monday at the Lou-

donville School Board meeting, the 

School Board appointed Mrs. 

Garver, the High School gym 

teacher, as the new Cross Country 

Coach. 

Don Baun: The end of an era 
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By Autumn Campbell 
 During this time of year, 

there's a constant battle between 

whether love really matters or not. 

People always talk about how love 

doesn't matter, it hurts you, and it 

only makes things worse. But that's 

not true, in the slightest. We don't 

need love, obviously, but it makes us 

stronger in ways we would never 

think. 

 Love doesn't matter? If love 

doesn't matter, tell me why that boy 

or girl you were in love with two 

years ago still appears in your mind 

on your lowest days. You smile at 

the memories of them, because they 

made you happy, their love made 

you happy. Maybe the love itself 

doesn't matter at this moment in 

time, but the happiness they gave 

you will always be there. People say 

that when love ends, it's just wasted 

time. But it's not. Time you enjoy 

wasting is not wasted time. 

 Of course love hurts. It hurts 

because it matters. When you love 

someone, you give them your com-

plete trust. You literally give them 

your heart, knowing that they have 

the most potential to break it. You let 

them see sides of you that no one 

else does. Sure, they may say things 

that hurt, but nobody is perfect. They 

may break your heart, but if it's truly 

love, they will help you put it back 

together. Nothing is perfect, and with 

love, you have to give as much as 

you expect to take, even if it means 

you may get hurt along the way. 

 Love does not make things 

worse. Never have I heard someone 

say, “I love them so much. They ru-

ined my life.” That is, of course, as 

long as it's not a celebrity. Love 

doesn't ruin us, it completes us. Love 

makes us feel better about ourselves, 

knowing that someone will always 

be there for us. The little smile you 

share with the person standing the 

next to you, the little things they do, 

those will be your fondest moments 

in the future. You'll look back, and 

won't be able to do anything but 

smile. 

 Love is the most examined 

part in everyone's life. Love is the 

reason for multiple major milestones 

in everyone's life: when they get en-

gaged, get married, have children, or 

anything like that. All of those things 

are the most eternal of bonds, and 

their all because of one four letter 

word. Without love, none of us 

would be here right now. So ask 

yourself: Where would you really be 

without love? 

Editorial: All you need is love! 

By Madison Mosher 
 Love is in the air. If this is 

true can I stop breathing? I'd rather 

not breathe in those poisonous 

fumes. I promised my mother that I 

would never touch drugs. Certainly 

love must count as one. It is often 

referred to as addictive, destructive, 

and life altering. A person's thoughts 

are consumed of that one “special” 

person, as they waste away on self-

doubt and pity. Their confidence is 

shattered as they are denied, and the 

“love of their life” runs away from 

them in pure terror. Thus, causing 

the destruction of everything they 

have worked for. Everything they 

know is lost in a single moment. 

Their lives will never be the same. 

All of these events are amplified by 

the side effects of sweaty palms, a 

fluttery stomach, a newly formed 

speech impediment, and the loss of 

cognitive activity. Isn't that what a 

drug does? 

 Often people refer to the first 

step of love as “falling in love.” 

There is no better word to describe it. 

It is indeed “falling” in love, and 

that's what sucks about it. You are 

tricked into it like an addictive gam-

bling game, and then you are tripped, 

and you fall, and you keep falling in 

a seemingly endless spiral. Like eve-

rything else that falls, you eventually 

hit a bottom, and it will be hard and 

painful. Falling in love only gives 

you an incurable ache when you 

reach the end. 

 Love is blind. You will walk 

into love without seeing it, and you 

will follow love without noticing it. 

It will dictate your life, and you will 

not know it until the blindfold is 

gone, and you love no more. Only 

then will you realize what kind of 

sheep you had been while under the 

spell of love. 

 I believe that one reason I 

found love so disenchanting is be-

cause “love” is far too broad a term 

for all the feelings that it may en-

compass, and it is far too broad a 

term for its application to the numer-

ous people, places, ideas or things in 

your life that you might happen to 

“love.” It seems that, like Eskimos 

who supposedly have many, many 

different words for wide variety of 

“snow,” so too do we need as many 

different words for the many differ-

ent loves that we feel. 

   

Editorial: Who needs love anyway? 
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‘Monumentally’ Average 
By Tyler MacQueen 

 With an all-star cast, an 

incredible true story and a crea-

tive team that seemed to fall 

down from the heavens, you 

would think that The Monu-

ments Men would be an overall 

winner. But like the valuable 

pieces of art that are de-

stroyed in the fires, this film 

in some aspects is consumed 

by the flames of it's own 

weight. 

 The film is based on 

an incredible true story which 

takes place in the closing 

months of World War II, 

when President Roosevelt 

orders the Monuments Men pro-

gram to begin. The Monuments 

Men was international group of 

American and European artists, 

architects and soldiers take went 

to the front lines to save price-

less pieces of art that Adolf Hit-

ler wants destroyed. 

 Sounds like a great idea, 

right? Well it is, up to the point 

of George Clooney and Grant 

Heslov's screenplay disappoints 

on many levels. The majority of 

the time the script can't find out 

what the film is. Is it a war 

drama, an action heist, or a 

buddy comedy? The movie 

sometimes blends the three very 

different genres well, but a ma-

jority of the time it does not 

work well. The film is very nice 

looking, with admirable art di-

rection and fast paced editing. 

 But, without a doubt the 

best part of this war-drama-epic-

action-heist-caper-comedy film 

is the world renowned, highly 

acclaimed cast. The film stars 

Clooney, Matt Damon, Bill 

Murray, John Goodman, Jean 

Dujardan and Cate Blanchett. 

Clooney's direction is solid and 

confident but his acting is 

wooden and stiff, he really does 

not slip into his character. 

Damon is well intentioned, 

Murray and Goodman are come-

dic fodder that works well. But 

the highlight performance is Du-

jardan, who won the Best Actor 

Oscar two years ago for The Art-

ist. He is witty, and confident 

and has plenty of charisma and 

is intense in the battle scenes. 

 Now, don't get me wrong: 

I like the film. It is an entertain-

ing romp that will move peo-

ple and excite them. The bat-

tle scenes are well staged 

with smooth editing and an 

epic sense that you can only 

get in a war film, and the cast 

is admirable and also man-

ages to squeeze in a message 

of preserving our past. It's 

just the script at some points 

jumps to and from between dif-

ferent genres, and Clooney's 

wooden performance. 

 

FINAL VERDICT: With power-

ful performances, epic battle 

scenes and some touching mo-

ments, The Monuments Men 

lacks a good enough script to 

create an unforgettable film to 

live up to the incredible true 

story, but is still entertaining 

none the less. B 
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Dear Fodor - 

  Another Valentine's day is 

on the rise and it looks like I’ll be 

spending yet another one alone. It's 

getting pretty boring being alone. 

What can I do to lighten up and 

have some fun alone? Do you know 

whit it’s like to be alone? 

Sincerely, Han SOLO. 

 

 Dear SOLO—To be honest, 

you’re alone on this one pal. I don't 

have the vaguest idea what it's like 

to be alone. Well, unless it's like 

Castaway, but even then there was 

always Wilson for company. It was 

also understandable because the 

guy was stuck on an island. Isn’t it 

funny that people only remember 

the name of the coconut? But your 

situation is completely different. Or 

is it? In my expert opinion you are 

in a perfect opportunity to actually 

enjoy your holiday. In fact you're 

much more likely to enjoy yourself 

than if you had a date. I vouch for 

every guy on the planet, Valentine's 

day is the most stressful day of the 

year. If one thing doesn’t meet the 

girl's standards you're toast. In fact, 

and this is true, the National Dating 

Records, or NDA, records more 

breakups on Valentine's day be-

cause there was no peanut brittle in 

the mixed chocolates than when the 

guy forgets to leave the toilet seat 

up. But the thing is you don't want 

to look like you don't have a Valen-

tine because that's just embarrass-

ing. So you have to use a common 

trick that’s talked about in dating 

seminars. It's risky and requires tre-

mendous amounts of watercress 

and it helps if you have no respect 

for yourself. 

   When the school puts out 

that secret Valentines box in the 

cafeteria, grab yourself a sheet of 

paper. You're gonna write a valen-

tine card...... To yourself! That's 

right, you will write yourself a love 

letter and you will enjoy it! This is 

where your lack of dignity comes 

into play because the day they pass 

out the cards you need to act all 

nonchalant and continue talking to 

Wilson. But when your card comes 

you must act annoyed and say to all 

your friends. “Jesus, this is the 10th 

card today!” 

 If you do it right you won't 

even need the watercress and you 

will be able to go through the rest 

of the day..... alone. 

  

Ask the Fode 

By Carson Chipner 
 This movie had every right to 

be horrible. It could have just turned 

into an hour and a half long adver-

tisement for the Danish toy com-

pany. Somehow, the movie pushes 

past the blocky exterior and turns 

into a fun romp through the world of 

bricks from our childhood. 

 The story revolves around 

the LEGO mini-figure, Emmet. Em-

met is just a regular mini-figure who 

accidentally stumbles upon the Piece 

of Resistance, an ancient relic that 

can be used to stop the evil Lord 

Business from gluing the entire 

world together. The story is ex-

tremely simple and is executed per-

fectly through the film's fast-pace. 

 The voice cast and characters 

match perfectly. The main characters 

are rounded out with Chris Pratt, 

Elizabeth Banks, Morgan Freeman, 

Will Arnett, Liam Neeson and Will 

Ferrell. Each delivers their roles per-

fectly and everyone fits the charac-

ters they are given. Especially Liam 

Neeson who plays the part of the bi-

polar Good Cop/Bad Cop. The way 

Neeson manages to portray the char-

acter with two distinctly different 

voices is extremely impressive. 

 The animation is some of the 

most jaw-dropping spectacles of the 

movie. Everything, and I mean eve-

rything, looks like an actual LEGO 

set you can go out, buy and build in 

real life. Everything is extremely 

polished and an absolute joy to look 

at. 

 To be honest, I was kind of 

hard-pressed when I was trying to 

find something I didn't like about this 

movie. The only thing I really found 

were a couple nit-picks in the conti-

nuity of the film. Other than that, The 

LEGO Movie is a great deal of fun at 

the movies and one of the best ani-

mated movies I've seen in recent 

memory. The film really pushes 

some very strong positive messages 

like how anyone can be creative and 

working together is always better. 

Now if you'll excuse me, I need to 

find a way of getting the very catchy 

theme song Everything is Awesome 

out of my head. 

Review: The LEGO Movie 


