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Changes keep coming at LHS 
By Bobbi Bailey  

 
 A few weeks ago, LHS 

started it's new semester. Many 

students received new classes. 

However, the eighth graders 

received a new teacher at the 

start of the semester. Miss 

Mann is the new English 

teacher at LHS. This is her first 

year as a teacher, however she 

did teach at Medina High 

School last semester. 

 “I like LHS a lot so 

far, it has been nice getting to 

know my students and the 

teachers. I also really like be-

ing back in a small school 

again because Medina was so 

big,” said Mann. Before start-

ing her teaching job, Miss 

Mann wanted to be a librarian. 

 “I did not want to be a 

teacher at first, but my parents 

told me that I needed to get a 

job that paid decently. My 

sophomore year of college is 

when I found teaching was 

something I really would enjoy 

doing,” said Mann. 

 This past school year, 

Miss Mann has had to make 

quite the transition from teach-

ing high school students one 

semester, to teaching junior 

high students the next semes-

ter. 

 “It is really different 

but I really enjoy my students. 

They all have very unique and 

interesting personalities that 

make them all different from 

one another,” said Mann. 

Along with a new teaching job 

comes the schooling to get the 

job. Miss Mann attended col-

lege for four years before she 

started her career. 

 “I went to Malone Uni-

versity. I wanted to go there 

because they gave me a really 

good scholarship.” 

 Just like anyone else, 

Miss Mann has many interests 

and things she likes to do out-

side of school. 

 “My favorite sport to 

watch is football because I was 

in marching band in high 

school and I really enjoyed 

watching the football team in 

marching band.” 

 Miss Mann would also 

like to go to England one day. 

 “I would go to 

Europe , but especially Eng-

land because I love 

castles and mansions 

and I would really 

want to go on a cas-

tle and mansion 

tour.”  

 Her favorite 

band is The Vespers 

because they are 

folk/blue grass. 

Her favorite thing to 

do outside of teach-

ing is to read. 

 “I absolutely 

love reading. It's 

something that I 

really love to do. My 

favorite books would 

definitely have to be The 

Woman in White by Wilkie 

Collins, Divergent and The 

Princess Bride.” 

 “If I could be any other 

person for a day I would 

probably be a librarian because 

it's what I've always wanted to 

be in life and I would be sur-

rounded by books.” 

 Miss Mann leads a 

pretty interesting life as well. 

“I have two dogs Sammy and 

Noel that I adore. I like to cro-

chet and knit, and my uncle is 

also a NASCAR driver,” Mann 

said. 
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“Educational Progress”: An open  letter 

By Kate Smith 

 

An open letter to the makers 

of all standardized tests: 

 

 May I just say that as a 

student in high school, I en-

thusiastically applaud your 

methods of evaluating our 

knowledge of english, science, 

and math. 

 Not only do your tests 

force teachers to make us 

memorize terribly important 

information, but they also 

cause our teachers to panic 

and act quite oddly, which is 

really fun to watch. 

 Your tests are also al-

most always completely com-

prised of multiple choice 

questions. Multiple choice 

tests are always best for chil-

dren, adolescents, and young 

adults because it allows the 

makers to ask all sorts of 

questions without making stu-

dents think about such unim-

portant questions such as why 

things work the way they do 

and what we can learn from 

past happenings. It can also 

allow the makers to form 

young, moldable minds into 

the best thing possible: hu-

mans with useful skills but 

with little education on silly 

things like the difference be-

tween right and wrong. 

So thank you, once again, for 

giving us high school students 

tests that we can take without 

really thinking. It sure makes 

us happy that we don't have to 

do much. And it really pre-

pares us for the real world! 

 

With all due respect 

(and trust me, there's not 

much), 

A student of real education. 

May the best author win 
By Autumn Campbell 

 
 Every November, writers 

pick up their pens and start writing 

like it's all that they have left. This 

is because every November, Na-

tional Novel Writing Month 

(NaNoWriMo) begins. This month 

gives writers a chance to push 

themselves, to see how far they can 

really get with a writing deadline. 

If the writers reach a word count of 

50,000 by the 31st of November, 

they are claimed a “winner”. 

 Until the month of Novem-

ber, the NaNoWriMo website is 

there to give writers support, help 

them prepare from the upcoming 

November, and give brainstorming 

ideas. But this year, the website is 

becoming more active. Since the 

National Writing Month is over, 

they are helping writers expand 

their careers even more. They have 

set up a publishing contest, where 

writers submit their novels, and 

have a chance to win a publishing 

contract with an immediate money 

prize also. 

 The submissions for this 

contest end on March 2nd, or it ends 

when they receive their 10,000 

maximum submissions. Although 

10,000 people may seem like a lot, 

NaNoWriMo is a worldwide thing, 

so this contest is not only a writing 

one, but also to see who is the most 

prepared. NaNoWriMo emailed all 

of it's participants about this contest 

with a month advance, but many 

were stressing over how to make 

their novel better, hopefully the 

best. 

 With the deadline coming 

closer, and NaNoWriMo slowly 

running out of entries, it's a very 

stressful time for many writers. 

This contest will end with one per-

son receiving first place and four 

others that will also receive a con-

tract. The contest is good for find-

ing aspiring writers, and helping 

them find themselves. 
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Editorial: End of year satisfACTion 
By Autumn Campbell  
 
 As the school year comes to a 

close, a lot of exciting things happen. 

Sports are ending and starting up 

again, school's almost out, and the one 

that students are definitely most ex-

cited for: The ACTs are back in town. 

 Most people claim that stan-

dardized tests such as this one are use-

less for multiple reasons. Whether it be 

they are a waste of time, or they don't 

actually reflect a person's true intelli-

gence, people brush them off, always 

claiming that they can “just retake it 

next time”. What they don't realize, is 

how this reflects their work ethic as a 

whole. 

 Sure, people claim that tests, 

school, and studying are a waste of 

time. And more times than not, they're 

correct. But with the ACT, or any 

other test of that kind, it means a lot 

more than people think. The score of 

this test can decide the future of some 

people. Many colleges look at this 

score, and that is their deciding factor 

to accept the student. For students that 

just blow off the test, it could ruin their 

future, just because they were lazy 

about taking a test. 

 As for the tests not reflecting a 

person's true intelligence, that is a total 

load of crap. In many cases, students 

that don't get the best grades, score 

surprisingly well on tests such as the 

ACT. And in other cases, the “smart” 

students don't always score as high as 

they are expected. So this brings up the 

constant argument about whether or 

not it shows a student's true intelli-

gence. Which it does. There are a lot 

of cases where students actually show 

better results on this test than they do 

at school. Why? Because they know 

that it matters. Maybe the kids that get 

bad grades just aren't good with their 

homework, don't do it, or “forget” to 

turn it in. Maybe they get marked off 

unfairly for in class work, or anything 

like that. But this test does not dis-

criminate, because the people grading 

it don't know us. That's a big differ-

ence. There is no bias in this test, and 

they grade on the person's intelligence 

only, not petty things like their behav-

ior during the time that they were tak-

ing the test. This grade matters more 

than any other one that we get. 

 So maybe you think the ACT 

is a waste of time, and if you do think 

that, it probably is for you. But these 

are the tests that shape our future, and 

let us know how much we are actually 

capable of. Sure, you may feel like just 

a number on a page when it comes to 

this test, and maybe you are, but in the 

end it means something. 

Editorial: Oh God not these! 
By Bobbi Bailey 
 

 Standardized testing has be-

come almost a requirement to go to 

any college. These days, if a school's 

standardized test scores are high, 

people think the school's staff is ef-

fective. If a school's, standardized 

test scores are low, they see the 

school's staff as ineffective. In either 

case, because educational quality is 

being measured in all the wrong 

ways, those evaluations are not really 

showing a student's academic capa-

bilities. One of the reasons that stu-

dents' standardized test scores con-

tinue to be the most important factor 

in evaluating a school is simple. 

Most educators do not really under-

stand why a standardized test pro-

vides a misleading picture of a 

school staff's effectiveness. 

 A standardized test is any 

examination that is administered and 

scored in a predetermined, standard 

manner. There are two major kinds 

of standardized tests: aptitude and 

achievement tests. Standardized apti-

tude tests tell you how well students 

are likely to perform in college. Such 

tests include the SAT-I and the ACT. 

However, these tests are being used 

when evaluating a school's effective-

ness and that's wrong. 

 These tests are completely 

irrelevant to how well a school is 

teaching its students. These tests are 

given to a student at random. It's not 

testing students' learning capabilities. 

Standardized tests show how fast a 

student can perform and how good 

they are at guessing. That is all. 

 It is not helpful to students 

who choke when they have to take 

tests nor is it going to tell a student 

how they will do in college. The way 

the tests are set up pretty much guar-

antee someone to fail. Think about it. 

These tests are always at the crack of 

dawn, even though studies have 

shown that a student performs better 

academically after 10 am. You are 

expected to get a good night's rest 

and eat a healthful and nutritious 

breakfast the morning of the test. But 

what if you have another test to study 

for and go to bed later than you 

wanted? What if you wake up late 

and do not have time to eat breakfast 

before taking the test? Standardized 

testing should not be used when 

evaluating a school or when telling a 

college how well that student will 

perform during college because it 

tests one day of a students life or a 

students capabilities. 
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Test stress tips 
By Carson Chipner 
 

 Spring is quite a beautiful 

time of year. The sun is shining, 

flowers are blossoming, and the 

OGTs and other standardized tests 

are on their way............ Oops, did I 

say 'beautiful'? I meant stressful. 

 Yes, it is no lie that test 

time is stress time. Someone's 

graduation or college eligibility 

could be on the line. But never fear, 

we're here with a few tips to help 

you survive the testing season. 

 The first thing you need to 

do is practice, practice, and prac-

tice! There are dozens of websites 

and programs that are devoted to 

helping high school students pre-

pare for whatever test they have 

coming up. 

Tip number two is to attempt to 

ease your mind in the days before. 

This tip helps you prepare your 

brain for the massive amounts of 

thinking that will be taking place 

during the tests. By potentially go-

ing brain dead for the days leading 

up, your stress levels drop and they 

leave you more able to adapt and 

more efficiently solve problems. 

 The third tip is to eat a 

healthy amount of food before 

hand. A healthy breakfast can boost 

your brain power. It allows you to 

concentrate on the test more than 

what you would be able to if your 

stomach was growling. 

 The final tip is to get plenty 

of sleep the night before. Sleep al-

lows the little men in your brain to 

work harder the day after. Add this 

to the amount of sleep, the potential 

brain death, and the fuel for the fire 

(breakfast), you have a winning 

combination to a successful and the 

least stressful testing experience. 

“You can’t handle the truth!”: Mock trial 

By Madison Mosher  
 

  

 Often when people hear the 

quote above, they picture Jack 

Nicholson confessing his guilt. 

This is one of the most famous 

lines that has been associated with 

the court. This quote perfectly goes 

along with what Mrs. Boone's gov-

ernment classes were doing last 

week. 

 Last week Mrs. Boone's 

government classes began conduct-

ing their own mock trial. A mock 

trial is an act or imitation trial. 

They simulate lower-court trials. 

Each student has a specific role in 

the trial. Some may be attorneys, 

witnesses, defendant, prosecutor, 

bailiff, and the Judge. Each person 

is responsible for their role and part 

in the court. 

 “I started conducting mock 

trails in the early 1980s in Mt. 

Vernon,” said Boone. “I've been 

wanting to do it again for some 

time. I finally was able to do it this 

year since we had an extra 26 days. 

I wanted to do it my last year be-

fore I retire. Plus, it promotes the 

development of communication 

and problem solving skills.” 

 Each mock trial cases is 

based on an actual case that was 

decided in court. When the mock 

trail begins the students do not 

know the actual outcome of the real 

trial. If they are the prosecuting or 

defense attorney they must go 

through the trial as though who 

they are defending is telling the 

truth, or innocent. 

 “These mock trail cases 

were based on real cases,” said 

Boone. “The outcomes of the trails 

were not surprising at all. They ac-

tually reflected the outcome of the 

cases that they were based on.” 

 In a mock trial the students 

control everything that goes on in 

the trial. They create the argu-

ments, the cross-examination, ques-

tions, and the outcome. Everything 

is left up to them, with very little or 

no impute from their teacher. This 

may cause some surprises. 

 “There are always sur-

prises,” said Boone. “When the stu-

dents run the court room, you do 

not know what is going to happen. 

There are new surprises every day. 

There are two surprises I do not 

like to see, though. Those are bad 

weather and absences. You can not 

count on the weather to be on your 

side.” 
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Spring Cleaning for the Cleveland Indians 

By Justine Macaulay 

 

 Many things are changing 

for the Tribe this year. Looking at 

last years season Indian's fans are 

looking forward to the new season. 

Although the team lost many con-

tributors to the team, they've gained 

hopefully just enough to get them 

back to playoffs. New contracts are 

in place, while some are still being 

decided upon. Players like second 

baseman Jason Kipnis are rumored 

to be negotiating an extension to 

his contract, while left fielder, 

Micheal Brantley, already signed 

with the team. There are many in-

teresting changes to be keeping up 

with on the upcoming season for 

the Cleveland Indians. 

 The Tribe lost many impor-

tant players including many pitch-

ers. Finding players to fill the holes 

may be a struggle. Among those 

gone from Cleveland via free 

agency are starting pitchers Scott 

Kazmir and Ubaldo Jimenez, setup 

man Joe Smith, closer Chris Perez 

and reliever Matt Albers, and via 

trade, right fielder Drew Stubbs. 

 While the tribe lost many, 

they gained many as well. Imports 

expected to make an impact are 

right fielder David Murphy, closer 

John Axford and lefty reliever Josh 

Outman. The bullpen will be fine, 

especially because Perez was er-

ratic and Albers pitched in low-

leverage situations. Cody Allen and 

Bryan Shaw are coming off good 

seasons and expected to fill in for 

Smith. Carlos Carrasco, is the 

likely replacement for Kazmir. 

 Micheal Brantley signed 

with the team for a contract worth 

25 million dollars, with a fifth year 

option worth 11 million dollars. If 

the Indians were to lock Kipnis in 

with an extension, it would likely 

be structured similar to Brantley's 

deal. Jason Kipnis has a current 

contract keeping him under the 

teams control until the season of 

2017, coaches and staff are trying 

to extend his contract for four to 

five more years. 

 The Indians are in for an 

interesting season with the new 

players and returning players. 

 Hopefully the Tribe makes 

it back into playoffs and can con-

tinue their season farther than last 

year. 

Prom 2014: Is this the final say? 
By Shana Esselburn 
 
 

 News travels fast around 

here at LHS, and everyone proba-

bly has heard about the changes 

made to this year's prom, again. 

Prom has been changed back to its 

original date on April 12th, 2014. It 

will still take place from 8-11 p.m. 

at the Mohican castle. Not only has 

the date been changed, the theme 

has been as well. The theme is go-

ing to be Gatsby. Post prom will be 

back at AU. 

 “I went back to the girls 

who had been attending all the 

meetings have the final say on the 

theme. Also, everything got 

changed because there was a de-

posit already made by some parents 

for AU and parents would be sacri-

ficing money if we backed out,” 

said freshman English teacher Mrs. 

Beck. 

 There have been many is-

sues raised due to the date being 

inconvenient for some of the sports 

teams. Both sides have been heard 

on whether or not people agree 

with the changes, but the prom 

committee has reached its final say. 

Another change that may be made 

is the time of grand march. The lo-

cation will still remain the same, 

but the time will be later than 4 

p.m. because of the Wendy's Clas-

sic. 
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AND THE OSCAR GOES TO.... 
By Tyler McQueen  
 

 Continuing an article I wrote 

last year around this time, I decided to 

put together my predictions for the 86th 

Academy Awards, honoring the best 

achievements in cinema over 2013. 

American Hustle and Gravity had the 

most nominations with 10 each, and 12 

Years a Slave came in second with 

nine nominations. The genres range 

from science fiction, historical drama, 

heist film, comedy, war, romance and 

epics, each film with a incredible story 

and each film deserving any award. 

 For the coveted Best Picture 

award, it is a three way race between 

the heist film American Hustle, the 

science fiction epic Gravity and the 

historical 12 Years a Slave. It was 

close until 12 Years a Slave won the 

Golden Globe, Critics Choice and Pro-

ducers Guild Award and the British 

Film Academy Award for Best Picture, 

which it puts it in the best position to 

win the Oscar. 12 Years a Slave is 

based on the true story of Solomon 

Northup, a free black man in the North 

and is captured, sent to South and must 

endure sorry, tragedy and pain before 

he is freed from the horrors of slavery. 

 In the category for Best Direc-

tor, it is without a doubt going to the 

director of Gravity Alfonso Curaon. 

The film was one of the most critically 

acclaimed hits of last year, grossing 

almost $700 Million at the worldwide 

box office. It helps that he has won the 

Golden Globe, Critics Choice Award 

and Directors Guild Award. This 

would be the first time a director is 

honored with the award for a science 

fiction film. 

 The Best Actor award belongs 

to Hollywood actor Matthew 

McCounaghey, who has had a career 

resurgence in the past few years star-

ring in Bernie, Magic Mike, Mud and 

The Lincoln Lawyer. He will win the 

award after losing 40 pounds for his 

role in Dallas Buyers Club. The ac-

claimed actor won the Screen Actors 

Guild Award, Golden Globe and Crit-

ics Choice Award, besting early hope-

ful Cwhietel Ejifor for 12 Years a 

Slave, who won the British Film Acad-

emy Award. 

 Known for her roles in The 

Lord of the Rings, Elizabeth and Indi-

ana Jones and the Kingdom of the 

Crystal Skull, Cate Blanchett will be 

the recipient of the Best Actress trophy 

for Woody Allen's Blue Jasmine. 

Blanchett stars as a rich socialite who 

loses everything when her husband 

leaves her, forcing her to move in with 

her sister. The previous Oscar Winning 

actress has already won a plethora of 

early awards including the Golden 

Globe, Critics Choice and Screen Ac-

tor's Guild. 

 Jared Leto, known more for 

his music than his acting is predicted 

to win the Best Supporting Actor tro-

phy for his role in Dallas Buyers Club. 

He is the closest thing to a sure fire 

win in this cinematic contest winning 

every award under the sun for his role 

as a AIDS stricken man on the verge 

of death. 

 While Leto is a surefire, the 

Supporting Actress category is a nail 

bitter. This category is a two horse 

race between Jennifer Lawrence 

(American Hustle) and newcomer Lup-

tia Nyogo (12 Years a Slave). Nyogo 

stars as a slave in the Antebellum 

South, forced to allow her masters to 

beat and ravish her. Lawrence portrays 

a divorced, alcoholic single mother, 

attempting to woe back her ex 

(Christian Bale). Lawrence has picked 

up the Golden Globe and the British 

Film Academy Award, while Nyogo 

has won the Critics Choice Award and 

the Screen Actors Guild. The Screen 

Actors Guild is usually the best indica-

tor for the eventual winner, so I predict 

Luptia Nyogo will win Best Support-

ing Actress. 

 Other winners will be Ameri-

can Hustle for Best Original Screen-

play, 12 Years a Slave for Best 

Adapted Screenplay. Also Frozen will 

win 2 awards for Best Animated Fea-

ture and Best 

Original Song, 

while Gravity 

should dominate 

the night with an 

additional six 

wins for Music, 

Cinematography, 

Sound Editing, 

Sound Mixing, 

Visual Effects 

and Editing. 
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Sochi 2014 Winter Olympics Wrap-Up 

By Draven Beans 

 
 The Sochi 2014 Winter 

Olympic games ended Sunday with 

the closing ceremony. This was the 

most expensive winter olympics 

ever costing 51 billion dollars. Aside 

from the expenses the Sochi winter 

olympics proved to be a good one 

for Russia, who won with the most 

medals and with the most gold med-

als. 

 The final top four on the 

leaderboard was Russia, Norway, 

Canada and the United States. The 

Russians ended up with a total of 33 

medals. 13 gold medals, 11 silver 

medals and 9 bronze medals. Rus-

sian olympic atheletes that won the 

gold medals were paid 122,000 dol-

lars per a medal. 

 Norway had twenty-six med-

als. 11 were gold, 5 were silver and 

10 were bronze. Canada had twenty-

five total medals 10 were gold med-

als, 10 were silver medals and 5 

were bronze medals. 

 The United States had the 

second most medals but they had 

less gold medals than Russia, Nor-

way and Canada. The USA had a 

total of 28 medals. 9 were gold med-

als, 7 were silver medals and 12 

were bronze. On the bright side the 

United States earned the most 

bronze medals this year. 

 Perhaps the worst team in 

the Sochi 2014 Winter Olympics 

was Iceland who earned a total of 

zero medals. Germany started of 

well with the top spot with the most 

gold medals halfway through the 

games. Somehow the German's 

ended up in 6th place with nineteen 

medals, 8 of those were gold which 

were earned within the first week 

before Germany's drop from the 

top.Russia did well this year clearly 

except in hockey which was a big let 

down. 

 Overall the 2014 Winter 

Olympics and Sochi went pretty 

well. Aside from the construction 

delays in the beginning the olympics 

and a few let downs, this years Win-

ter Olympics went on just fine. 

By Bala Fodor 

 On March 1st and 2nd the 

38th annual Malabar Maple Syrup 

Festival will take place. This free 

festival has run continuously since 

1976. It celebrates the rich history 

of maple syrup making and the im-

portance of maple syrup for Native 

Americans. Visitors go back in 

time to see live demonstrations of 

how Native Americans made the 

syrup and how the process has 

changed over the years. A variety 

of maple treats will be for sale and 

Louis Bromfield 32 room mansion 

will be open for. 

 Maple syrup is a sugar 

product made from the sap of ma-

ple trees. In spring this sugary sap 

begins to flow through the tree. A 

process of tapping is used to extract 

the sap. This requires drilling holes 

into maple trees. A mature tree is 

able to produce 50 liters of sap 

every spring. The sap is then boiled 

down to evaporate the water. It is 

boiled until there is only 33 % of 

water is left. This leaves a sweet 

thick syrup that is used for cooking. 

 On average it requires 36 

gallons of maple sap to produce 

one gallon of syrup. Then the syrup 

is graded for color. There are two 

grades for syrup, A and B. “A” 

grade syrups are generally har-

vested early in the season and range 

from light amber to dark amber. 

“B” grade syrups tend to be dark 

thick syrups and they are prized for 

it's strong maple flavor. 

 Canada is the biggest pro-

ducer of maple syrup in the world. 

They produce seven million gallons 

of syrup every year. For the Native 

Americans maple syrup was an im-

portant food source. Native Ameri-

cans were the first to produce syrup 

by freezing the sap and scraping off 

the ice. 

 The Maple Syrup Festival 

has many activities in store for visi-

tors. All visitors take a horse drawn 

wagon ride across the farm. There 

will be live music and a working 

sugar house making maple syrup 

for sale. 

Maplefest comes to Malabar in March 
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Ask the Fode 
By Bala Fodor 

Dear Fodor, 

 I look at myself in the mirror 

and I'm frightened. How can you tell 

if your going bald? My grandfather's 

bald, my Father's bald, my Mother is 

even bald! I'm really scared. I can't 

sleep at night and my hair is starting 

to fall out from all the stress! 

Sincerely, Man in The Mirror 

 

Dear Man in The Mirror, 

 The biggest indicator that 

you're going bald is if you catch 

yourself looking at advertisements 

for toupees, and if you can't get a 

girlfriend you might want to look up 

top. But seriously judging by your 

question it honestly looks like you're 

royally screwed. I mean your Mom's 

bald? I would stop freaking out about 

something that's out of your hands 

and look at the positives in your 

situation. There's certainly no other 

choice. 

 The first positive, and this is 

very clear to me, you will no longer 

need shampoo. This will soon cause 

your showers to be shorter and this 

will save you a lot of money in the 

long run. You also won't have to 

worry about getting gum in your 

hair. You will be able to go to bed 

with gum in your mouth, wake up 

the next morning and pluck the gum 

right off your scalp! Next....... Um.... 

Oh yeah! No more bad haircuts! In 

fact you won't even need a haircut. 

But if you insist, you now have the 

ability to go to any barber in the 

world and say “just give me the usual 

Mack.” 

 Without hair you will find 

that your life will be much more sim-

pler. You can now get up in the 

morning and worry about the more 

important things to life. Like finding 

and wearing matching socks or tak-

ing time to check the expiration date 

on the milk cartoon before drinking 

it. 

 Baldness isn’t something to 

be ashamed of! It's really just the 

universes natural way of warning 

potential females to run away. Basic 

natural selection at work. 

Best Cut's is having a 50 % sale on 

toupees for first time buyers. 

Slightly taller than average man 
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