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Spring musical has high expectations 

By Jordan Washington 

This year the Loudonville high 
school will be preforming Brigadoon 
for the spring musical. Brigadoon is a 
mysterious Scottish town that appears 
for only one day every one hundred 
years. The play is about two hunters 
who stumble upon this town. The main 
character Tommy Albright falls in love 
with Fiona Campbell and he decides to 
stay there in Brigadoon with her in-
stead of going back to his life in New 
York. 

This musical is one of the 
toughest ones Loudonville high school 
has ever preformed because since it is 
set in the hills of Scotland the perform-
ers must learn to speak their lines with 
a Scottish accent, they also have to 
learn Scottish dances. It is also diffi-
cult because all of the musical mem-
bers must wear kilts which are being 

handmade which takes a long time to 
do. “ We have had a pretty focused 
group this year, People are treating 
each other better but most importantly 
but most importantly things are finally 
starting to come together” said musical 
director Mike Snyder. 

The leads this year are Bron-
son Mosher as Tommy Albright, Kate 
Wallrabenstien as Fiona Campbell, 
Bala Fodor as Jeff Douglas, Carson 
Chipner as Charles Dalrymple and Ky-
lie Campbell as Meg Brockie. There 
are also rolls of towns folk and other 
people of the Brigadoon community 
that make up the chorus. “This musical 
is going to be a lot of fun and I think 
the people who come watch will really 
enjoy it” said Senior Carson Chipner. 

Tristan Reiheld, Cory Noble, 
Marry Murry are responsible for the 
set construction. They have been 

working for several weeks to build 
barns, homes, and other crucial set 
materials. Brennan Laser and Cody 
Martin-Davis are responsible for the 
lighting setup and operation during the 
shows.  
 The musical will be performed 
on Friday march 18th, Saturday march 
19th and Sunday march 20th at the Ohio 
theatre.  
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Band goes to OMEA contest today 

By: Gavin Morris 
The Loudonville High 

School band will be going to the 
OMEA contest the evening of 
March 4, 2016 at Shelby High 
School. The Ohio Music Education 
Association has a total of 17 differ-
ent districts from different counties 
that compete. Loudonville is in Dis-
trict 10, which includes Ashland, 
Coshocton, Delaware, Knox, Lick-
ing, Morrow, and Richland coun-
ties. Out of those districts, there is 
only 9 bands in total competing. 

 “This gives the band some-
thing to work to and feature are 
band to other schools to show were 
doing,” said Sprang. 

The band will perform three 
songs and a sight reading piece to 
score. Sight reading is when the 
band receives a piece of music that 
they have never practiced. There 
are 5 different scores that can be 
received, 1 being the highest score 
and 5 is the lowest. The band will 
start to perform around 5:30pm and 
then sight read around 6:05pm.  

Most of the band is familiar 
with the contest from last year. The 
band scored a score of two 1’s from 
out of the three judges and one 
gave us a 2, and in sigh reading the 
band received a 1 at districts. With 
that score the band went to the state 
contest. There the band received a 1 

from a judge and the last two judg-
es gave the band a 2 and at sight 
reading in state, the band scored a 
2. This was a huge achievement for 
the band since this was their first 
time going to districts and going to 
state. The band hopes like to make 
it to state contest again this year, 
and the band is playing harder piec-
es this year.  

 “No matter what happens at 
contest, I’m really proud of the 
group and achievements they made 
this semester,” said Sprang 

The band will be packing up 
their equipment on Friday then 
leaving after school to start the per-
formance. 
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By: Carson Chipner 
 Music streaming is one of the 
largest and most popular way to hear 
songs from your favorite artist. Many 

services like Spotify and Pandora have 
flourished over the last few years by 
offering not only a premium member-
ship that includes ad-free listening and 
offline listening, but an ad-riddled ver-
sion that is free for anyone to down-
load.  
 The only drawback from this 
system is the minuscule amount the 
actual artists are paid by the services. 
Seeing this fallacy in these programs, a 
concerned Shawn Carter (Jay Z) made 
plans to set things right. Carter took 
matters into his own hands and quickly 
called up his other rich, pretentious 
friends who just weren’t making 
enough money on their own. These 
friends include Nicki Minaj, Usher, 
Calvin Harris, Kanye West, Madonna 
and Rihanna, you know, the artists 
who have fallen on hard times with 
how little money they’re making. 

 After banding together, a com-
pany owned by Carter developed the 
streaming service to end all streaming 
services: Tidal. Tidal would not only 
pay artists the largest amount of royal-
ties they are “owed”, but it would also 
offer lossless audio. Lossless is a fancy 
word used to replace the phrase: mas-
sive audio file. So massive that most 
internet service providers can’t even 
stream such a large file, mind you, but 
saying lossless simply sounds better 
when you’re trying to sell a new ser-
vice. 

So, using this tactic of confus-
ing the masses who believe bigger is 
better, Tidal rose and then deftly fell 
fast. With numerous people dropping 
the service and joining back up with 
Pandora and Spotify, the crew of Tidal 
prayed for a miracle, and lo and be-
hold, they got one. Suddenly, like it 
was orchestrated by some higher pow-
er, a large amount of cancelled Tidal 
memberships suddenly popped back 
online and began charging to people’s 

credit cards all over again, without 
them even knowing. Capitalizing on 
this amazing turn of events, Carter and 
Co. quickly apologized and didn’t of-
fer refunds but instead a free 3-month 
membership to the $9.99 subscription 
to Tidal. Such a generous gift. 

The rise of Tidal has been a 
turbulent one, with many “sketchy” 
dealings and now even a lawsuit for 
not paying some artists the amount of 
royalties that Tidal claimed to be pay-
ing their artists. The funny thing is 
though, is that the only artists who 
aren’t being paid their share of royal-
ties just so happen to be smaller artists 
who are struggling just to stay afloat in 
a world of egotistical “artists”, who 
think they’re the second coming of 
Christ. But in the end, who really cares 
about the little guy? Now if you’ll ex-
cuse me, I’ve got to go try and figure 
out how to deactivate my Tidal ac-
count before my debit card gets 
charged again. 

Editorial: The wave that won’t go away 

Editorial: Are we really monkeys? 

By Austin Zody  

 I’m sure all of us have heard 
of Charles Darwin and his theory of 
evolution, and remember seeing the 
famous picture of the apes slowly 
evolving into human beings. Many of 
us saw this picture as us becoming hu-
man from monkeys, and a lot of us 
probably thought that was crazy! But, 
did you know that those monkeys 
aren’t actually monkeys at all? They 
are actually a species that are our an-
cestors called “hominids”. We as hu-
mans don’t actually descend from 
monkeys as everyone thinks! They’re 
“ape-like”, but not “apes” at all!  
 Hominids were discovered 
when numerous fossils were discov-
ered deep in African caves and rifts. 
Why Africa? Well, millions of years 
ago the continents were all joined to-
gether into one super continent called 

“Pangaea”. Scientists believe that we 
originated from the region of Pangaea 
we know now as Africa and then mi-
grated across Pangaea which later 
broke up into the world we know to-
day. This “out of Africa” theory is 
agreed upon by many scientists around 
the world. The fossils found in those 

cave systems were the missing link to 
our human ancestry. One fossil re-
vealed that our hominid species had 
been evolving for over six million 
years!  
 But what does this mean for 
us? Well, we know now that we are 
not really apes after all. Instead we 
share a common ancestor with apes. 
Both species split from this common 
ancestor millions of years ago, and 
then continued to evolve differently 
from each other at the same time. Alt-
hough we aren’t directly related to 
apes, humans are primates. Physical 
and genetic similarities show that the 
modern human species, Homo sapiens, 
still have a very close relationship to 
other primates. Some, like the chim-
panzee, are 99% similar to us! But 
they aren’t us at all, and that’s what 
people need to understand. 
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By Tommy Collins 
 The Loudonville Public Li-
brary is having another exciting 
month. There are things to do for 
all kids K-12. There is donuts with 
dad, muffins with mom, glow in the 
dark dance party (grades 3-6), Lego 
club (grades 1-6), teen study party, 
after hours nerf capture the flag, 
teen anime party, and the annual 
summer reading program. 
 The donuts with dad and 
muffins with mom are once a 
month on a Saturday. Donuts with 
dad will be on March 19th at 10am. 
Muffins with mom will be March 
26th at 10am. Tell your parents, or 
if you want to be a good big brother 
or sister, take your little siblings to 
these to enjoy a story, craft, and 
breakfast of either muffins or do-
nuts with drinks included. 
 If your weekends are busy 
and you want to take your little sib-

lings to something during the week, 
then the Lego club is on March 
14th. The library provides Legos for 
kids to build stuff. There is also the 
glow in the dark dance party April 
29th where the library will be open 
after hours for those who sign up 
for this event. During this even you 
will learn different types of dances. 
If you are a teen that loves theater 
and want to teach your little sib-
lings, there is a program that teach-
es theater to children. There are a 
lot of other programs that are being 
planned. 
 Now for the teens who need 
something to do with a group of 
friends that’s different. March 14th 
there is a teen study party where 
there will be endless pancakes, Wi-
Fi, and a place to study or hang out 
in a study group. There is also an 
after-hours nerf capture the flag 
where you bring your own nerf 

gear and get placed into teams to 
get the others flag. The library will 
be dark and there will be close 
quarter combat. There is the teen 
anime party, where you come and 
tell about your favorite anime or 
dress up for your part, then join the 
ramen noodle cook off bringing 
your own recipe to make the best 
ramen noodles, and make finger 
ninjas. 

 With those programs there 

is still one more that a lot of people 

who love to read will do. The sum-

mer reading program is coming 

again and this year’s theme is Exer-

cise your mind. Read! It’s from 

May 27th -July 15th.All programs 

require each kid to sign up, so stop 

down by the Loudonville Public 

Library and find out more infor-

mation on the programs and times, 

then sign up. 

Look out for the Zika Virus! 
By. Beatriz Bernini 

The Zika virus started in 
Africa, having a rapid spread 
around the Americas, Asia and the 
Pacific. This current infection is 
cared by the Aedes aegypti mosqui-
to and is also related with dengue 
and yellow fever. There is no way 
to protect yourself but combating 
the mosquito bites, no specific 
treatment or vaccines are available.  

The first days of the infec-
tion is the incubation period and it 
is asymptomatic. Symptoms start 
appearing after that and last for 2-7 
days, containing mild fever, con-
junctivitis, skin rashes, muscle and 
joint pain and headache. Cases of 

brain deformations, like macro-
cephaly, on babies that have their 
mother infected by Zika virus has 
been analyzed and confirmed.  

Authorities are worried be-
cause they have no answers and the 

speed that it has been spreading is 
high. President Barack Obama do-
nated over two million dollars to 
combat the virus. 
Brazil, as the center of the growing 
outbreak, has been facing dengue 
epidemic for years, the Zika virus 
is just one more to care about. Sol-
diers are in the street looking for 
possible sources of the mosquitos 
as they were before and instruc-
tions and ads are on television and 
public buildings teaching people 
how to take care of themselves. 
The combat gets higher in the sum-
mer, when it is easier for the mos-
quitos to reproduce.  

Loudonville library provides activities for students 
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Spring Sports Previews  
Baseball-Team Hopes To Win Dis-

tricts 

By Shayla Edmondson 

Spring is coming and baseball 
is right around the corner. The season 
opener is in three short weeks on 
March 26. As the boys prepare for the 
upcoming season they need to prepare 
to fill the spots of the seven seniors 
they lost from the last season. With a 
strong coaching staff consisting of 
Brandon Grimes, Steve Smith, Kenny 
Young, and Jim Baum, I think they 
can pull it off. 
 “I expect this season to go 
very well, we have a lot of talent in the 
younger classes that can make an im-
pact whenever their name is called,” 
says junior Justin VanSickle. Justin is 
a returning varsity player who has high 
expectations for his team this season 
and is ready to get back on the field. 

 “We have big goals because of 

our success last year. We have a lot of 

talented players on this team that can 

contribute in many different ways. 

Since we won the league last year, we 

want to take it to the next level and 

win our district,” says senior Austin 

VanSickle.  

Softball-Team Hopes Hard Work 

Will Pay Off 

By Kiya Berry 

 

As spring enters, so does the 
softball season. After losing a few sen-
iors last year, the team is anxious to 
see how this season will go. There are 
two returning seniors this year, Molly 
Pack and Sarah Wickline. The coach-
ing staff this year consists of Serena 

Fenton, Taylor Thomas and Natalie 
Young. Also helping coach the girls 
this year is Bekka Leitenberger.  

Players feel that with hard 
work they can have a successful sea-
son. “Practice, practice, practice, prac-
tice, is the biggest factor in being suc-
cessful. Hard work during practice will 
determine how good someone will be. 
Also team bonding plays a role in be-
ing successful because if we can’t get 
along and enjoy one another, how 
would we become successful? Another 
thing that is needed for success is fans 
and supporters. So come on out and 
cheer on your LHS Redbird softball 
team,” said senior Sarah Wickline. 

“ I feel like we need to work 

together more as a team and keep prac-

ticing hard so we can get better and we 

always need to have a positive atti-

tude,” said senior Molly Pack. 

Track– New Year, New Coaches 

By Jordan Washington 

 Spring is near and with spring 

comes a new season of sports, like 

baseball and track. This year the track 

team is under new management. The 

new head coach is John Battaglia. Mr. 

Battaglia is the Loudonville high 

school American history, economics 

and psychology teacher. This is his 

first year as a full time teacher here at 

LHS, also his first time as a full time 

track coach. 

 This new season comes with a 

new assistant coaching staff also. The 

assistant head coach is Sammie Ed-

dington. She will also be the coach for 

both girls and boys field events. These 

events include shot put and discus. 

Tiffany McDonald is also joining the 

coaching staff. She will be coaching 

pole vaulting. She attended Hiram 

College and did exceptionally well in 

pole vaulting for the college. The 

coach for distance running is Paige 

Asche, Coach Garver’s sister, who 

will be entering her second year as 

distance coach for LHS. Finally is 

John Battaglia, who will oversee the 

entire program, making sure the team 

reaches its full potential in every 

event. “This year we have a really tal-

ented and experienced staff, and I 

think we are going to take the program 

to another level,” said Battaglia. 

 This years 4 x 100 will have 

two returning runners: Austin 

Vansickle and Garret Quickle. There 

are also two possible runners that 

could join the 4 x 1 team, Shawn 

Swindall and Jason Mitchell. “ I hope 

to get back to state,” said senior Aus-

tin Vansickle. 

 This year’s track team is look-

ing forward to the season. Many new 

faces showed up to the meeting last 

week.  The first official practice day is 

on Tuesday march 8th. The 2016 year 

should 

be one 

of the 

best 

years we 

have 

had. 
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Q&A: Ben Drown 

By Kayleigh Chelski 

Q: What is your most embarrassing 

moment? 

A: Getting beat in a foot race by Blake 
Cary. I lost the race by approximately 
six feet due to a stumbling start which 
put me behind by ten feet. So, if that 
didn’t happen I win by four feet. 

Q: What is your biggest pet peeve? 

A: My biggest pet peeve as an educa-
tor is a lack of responsibility and effort 
by a student.  
Q: What is a weird habit of yours? 

A: Whenever I have a pen in my hand, 
I fidget. While thinking, I will spin the 
pen around my thumb.  
Q: What did you want to be growing 

up? 

A: In junior high I wanted to be a me-
chanic for a NASCAR team. By the 
time I was a junior in high school, re-
ality set in and I decided I would be a 
mechanical engineer instead. That 
changed to electrical engineering by 
the start of my senior year, and finally 
to education/engineering as a freshman 
in college. All throughout school I 
questioned what I was going to do 
with the rest of my life, but never 
cared enough to truly investigate and 
weigh my options.  
I started college as an undecided ma-
jor, but geared toward courses that fit 
both engineering and education 
(General Education). In two years I 
completed all but a semester of courses 
and still hadn’t decided. I decided to 
leave school and take time off. I got a 

job and 4 years later I went back to 
school as an education major and fin-
ished school while working full-time 
and paying my school off, graduating 
with no debt.  
Q: What type of hair product do you 

use and where do you get it? 

A: I’m not sure whether there is an 
obsession with my hair, or if someone 
just wants to know what I use. Either 
way, I buy an American Crew paste 
called Fiber from Wal-mart. 
Q: What vegetable would you be 

and why? 

A: I would be a pepper. They range 
from sweet to hot, similar to me rang-
ing from nice to steaming. And let’s 
face it…watching someone eat a ghost 
pepper is downright hilarious!!! 
Q: If you could go back to any time 

period what would it be and why? 

A: I would go back to the 80’s. I am a 
huge 80’s music fan and would like to 
see what that time period was like as a 
young adult, instead of a child. Oh, 
and hey Reagan was president!! 
Q: What is the weirdest thing that 

has happened to you or around you 

while being a teacher?  

A: It is difficult to think of things at 
school as being weird. I guess I would 
have to say this week’s horse incident 
tops anything I’ve seen.  

Q: What is your guilty pleasure? 

A: Every time the LHS Cafeteria has 
cookies for sale, I can’t stay away. I 
have to buy 4 and milk. They are that 
good!!! 

 

Q: Do you want more kids in the 

future? 

A: I currently have two amazing chil-
dren and a third to be here in April. 
One girl and two boys…I can’t imag-
ine a more perfect family. So, NO! 
Q: If you could teach any other sub-

ject what would it be and why? 

A: I wish I understood more about 
government and history than what I 
do. As a life-long educator, I would 
want to choose a subject that would 
interest me. When I was deciding 
whether to teach grades 4 – 9 or grades 
7 – 12, I had my second subject area 
down as social science.  
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History of Loudonville schools 
By. Katie Raby 

 Have you ever thought about 
the school’s history? What it looked 
like back then? 
 Before we even had our high 
school in 1819 what we know as the 
Budd was Loudonville high school. 
The school building was located on 
the southeast corner of central park. 
The upright plank structure was only 
20 feet square. This school, with its 
dirt floor and a fireplace, served the 
community for 28 years.  
 The “Sheep Pen” was the 
community’s next school. In 1850 a 
one room building was erected to the 
rear of the old grade school site. Eve-
ry few years the building would be-

come overcrowded and another room 
would be built directly beside the pre-
vious room. This continued until the 
building contained 7, one-story 
rooms, all connecting each other. 
That’s why it was called the sheep 
pen.  
 In the early days the students 
would meet at “The Bucket.” This 
was called the drinking fountain. “If 
we didn’t drink all of the water in the 
dipper, we just put it back in the buck-
et!” says Mary Jo Grant. 
 On Loudonville Fair Day it 
was the custom for each class to 
march down Main Street to the fair 
platform and present a part in the 
School Day program. Each grade was 

judged on how well they marched and 
an award was given to the outstanding 
grade. 
 In 1951 the athletic field was 
transferred to N. Mt. Vernon Avenue. 
This field has football, baseball and 
track facilities, and a practice field. 
This field is one of the most complete 
for a school system of our size.  

 Loudonville High school was 

established in 1877. In 1879 the first 

class of four girls graduated from 

L.H.S. Since the first class of 4 mem-

bers 75 years ago the size of graduat-

ing classes has ranged from 2 in 1905 

to 68 in 1953. In 75 years 1,967 stu-

dents have graduated from the L.H.S. 

March 4th: A Day to Remember 

By Draven Beans 
On this day in history 

In 1863 the territory of Idaho was es-
tablished. 
In 1897 William McKinley was inau-
gurated as the 25th United States pres-
ident. 
In 1936 the Hindenburg took its first 
flight. 
In 1944 the first bombing of Berlin 
occurred. 
In 1945 Finland declared war on Nazi
-Germany. 
 These are some of the most 
interesting things that happened on 
this day in history. You may think 
that these are boring things or you 
may think that none of these facts 
matter. Well that is where you are 
wrong. 

 In 1863 Idaho became an es-
tablished territory. What good is Ida-
ho? Well, for starters, they grow a 
large amount of potatoes, producing 
one third of the nation’s potato crop 
and they set the potato standards na-
tionwide. Something that many are 
unaware of, is that Idaho is one of two 
known places where star garnets can 
be found in the world. The only other 
place is India. Not only that, but Idaho 
is one of the most eco-friendly states 
in America. 75% of their electricity 
usage is covered by hydroelectric en-
ergy. Now maybe you can see the im-
portance of Idaho being established. 
 As for President McKinley’s 
inauguration, he is one of eight presi-
dents from Ohio, contributing to 
Ohio’s nickname, “The Mother of 

Presidents”. If not for him, who 
knows what would’ve happened. 
 The final three things all share 
one thing in common; Germany. The 
Hindenburg, in case you didn’t know, 
was an airship made by the Zeppelin 
Company in Germany. Unfortunately, 
the airship caught fire upon its at-
tempt to land on May 6, 1937. 

 On the same day, 8 years lat-

er, the first bombing of Berlin oc-

curred. This marked the end of the 

line for the Nazis. To top it off, Fin-

land declared war 1 year later. It was 

at that point that Hitler took his own 

life out of fear of Finland. March 4th is 

truly a sad day for Germany and a 

great day for the United States. 
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Game Review: UNDERTALE 

By: Austin Zody 

 Are you looking for an ad-
venture full of action, suspense, emo-
tion and memorable characters that 
includes a masterpiece of a sound-
track? UNDERTALE might just be 
for you. Developed and published by 
indie game developer Toby Fox, 
UNDERTALE is a role-playing game 
(RPG) that skyrocketed across the 
internet on September 15, 2015 when 
the game was released on Microsoft 
Windows and OS X, and it still con-
tinues to trend through early 2016 
with over 500,000 copies sold to 
date. With a very small development 
team consisting of mainly just Toby 
Fox and artist/blogger Temmie 
Chang, the game has been nominated 
for multiple year-end accolades in-
cluding “Game of the Year” from 
several gaming publications for PC 
and Mac.  
 In UNDERTALE, the world 
was once ruled by two races, Hu-
mans and Monsters. These two races 
fought for power in a war, where the 
Humans emerged victorious. The 
Humans then banished the Monsters 

to the Underground, where they were 
imprisoned by a magic spell cast by 
the Humans. A long time afterwards 
the player, a young child, approaches 
a mountain that is said to have many 
disappearances of travelers. The 
young child trips into a large pit, and 

falls down below into the depths of 
the Underground.    
 Unlike most RPGs, what sets 
this game apart from all the others is 
that your choices drastically affect 
the story’s outcome and climax. 
There isn’t just a single clear path to 
the end, and it will take a lot of de-
termination as you create it yourself 
with your actions. As a player you’ll 
come across numerous interesting 

characters in the Underground, with 
the choice of either conversing and 
“defeating” a character nonviolently 
or destroying them completely. After 
going through a pacifist approach my 
first run through UNDERTALE, I 
became greatly attached to the char-
acters such as Sans the skeleton, who 
is a lazy laid-back guy who loves bad 
jokes. The use of dialogue and nu-
merous corny jokes keeps the story 
interesting. There’s never a dull mo-
ment in the Underground.  

 With an ecstatic soundtrack 

of 101 unique songs composed by 

Toby Fox himself and a storyboard 

that will test your emotions, UN-

DERTALE is a solid addition to any-

one’s collection. Although the aver-

age play time for completion is 

around six hours, those six hours are 

never without constant excitement. 

The game also offers a lot in its abil-

ity to be replayed numerous times, 

adding new secrets with each play 

through. UNDERTALE is a solid 

9.5/10, and has so much more to of-

fer than I could describe.  

Movie Review: How to be Single 
By: Megan Ryals 

This past weekend a couple 
of my friends and I went to see the 
movie How to be Single. We had 
heard nothing but good things from 
people who had already seen it, so 
we decided why not? I can be the 
first to tell you that it was a great de-
cision and I have no regrets at all. 

 The movie How to be Single 
starts off with a young girl named 
Alice (Dakota Johnson) who had, 
after four years of college, decided 
she needed to take a break from her 
long-term boyfriend Josh. Excited 
and ready to experience the challeng-

es of the single life, Alice decides to 
step out of her comfort zone and 
move to New York, with her older 
single sister Meg (Leslie Mann). 
Then when Alice finally arrives at 
New York, she takes on the responsi-
bility of a lawyer’s assistant. To help 
her navigate her way through the un-
familiar city is Robin (Rebel Wil-
son), a fun-loving, wild co-worker, 
who loves partying and one-night 
stands. She soon becomes one of Al-
ice’s best friends. With having Robin 
as her guide through her new neigh-
borhood, Alice can now learn how to 
get free drinks at the bar, meet other 

men and ultimately, enjoy the single 
life. 
 The movie’s cheesy humor 
and the incredible actors in it are 
what really caused me to enjoy the 
film as much as I did, which was not 
what I was expecting. At first I 
thought it would just be an average 
movie night with a couple of friends, 
but not even 20 minutes after the 
movie began, tears started to fill my 
eyes from all of the laughter I experi-
enced. This experience lasted the 
entire movie and I could honestly say 
that by the time it was over, I was 

ready to watch it another time.  
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Ask the Fode 

Dear Fodor- What’s on your mind? 
 

Well I’m glad someone has 
asked that. I have a lot on my mind. For 
one thing I’m really stressed out. 
Things are getting really hectic around 
The Redbird newsroom. Our publisher 
who shall remain nameless has issued a 
new policy that requires every reporter 
to write TWO articles for every news-
paper….. TWO!!! This is a 100% in-
crease in required articles from the pre-
viously required quota of one. The 
great depression didn’t even have that 
much inflation! 

Before I go on I want to be 
clear that I only speak for myself and 
not for my coworkers. I know the dan-
gers of speaking out and I do not wish 
to put my coworkers in danger.  

Now that that’s out of the way, 
I believe that these new regulatory poli-
cies are tyrannical and unjust in nature. 
Our publisher says that it will “improve 
the paper and allow for more variety”. 
 But let me give you a little 
Fodor wisdom: that’s not how it’s go-
ing to end up. In reality the paper is 
going to suffer! Instead of having well 
written articles, which is something 
The Redbird is known for and some-
thing we take pride in. The Redbird 
will soon be reduced to mindless drivel 
because the Redbird staff simply won’t 
have the time to write to their normal 
standards since we have such a high 
quota to fill. Our publisher now thinks 
quantity is better than quality! That’s 
crazy!! 

 Now I know you’re thinking 
that I’m just lazy but it’s not that! To-

day it’s just article minimums but what 
happens tomorrow? What happens 
when two articles suddenly doesn’t 
become satisfactory? Will the quota 
then be inflated again? Will it continue 
to climb higher and higher until the 
whole news staff is forced to write day 
and night like slaves? See it’s a slip-
pery slope and if we turn a blind eye to 
these regulations without asking ques-
tions we will wake up one morning and 
all of our liberties will be taken and we 
can only thank ourselves. Will our pub-
lisher soon start censoring the paper to 
fit his secret agenda? Will he begin 
blacklisting certain students from the 
paper in order suppress certain ideas? 
 Our First Amendment right is 
getting dangerously close to being vio-
lated and the Fode won’t stand for that. 
I wouldn’t be able to live with myself if 
I didn’t stand up for my peers. If Ask 
the Fode isn’t in the next paper we 
know why. Fight the power! 
   

 

Editorial: Ronald’s got you in a McChokehold 

By Draven Beans 
 McDonald’s is an evil corpora-
tion that likes to feel powerful. They use 
a clown to try to lure you in and once 
they hook ya, you are screwed. They 
tempt us with mouthwatering food like 
the McRib and then take it away. Other 
times, the workers sloppily make food, 
getting ketchup on the nugget and burg-
er boxes. Well enough clowning around, 
I say. 
 I’m not saying that McDonalds 
is in any way, shape, or form, is bad. I 
personally like McDonalds. I go there 
with my friends once or twice a week 
and enjoy the atmosphere of pretty pic-
tures on the wall and workers vaping 
outside on the sidewalk. The bathrooms 
are exceptionally clean. So clean that 
you could have a burger and a shake in 
there. The food is so tasty and cheap that 
it keeps you coming back for more. 
 The issue isn’t your local 

McDonalds, it’s the big man on top. 
You’re just another Chihuahua on the 
CEO’s leash. Aside from the McRib 
being unfairly removed from stores al-
most year round, they took our precious 
McWraps and “replaced” them with 

mozzarella sticks. While many were 
excited about the addition of mozzarella 
sticks to the menu, there were many, 
including myself, upset by the removal 

of the McWrap. The mozzarella sticks, 
at least at a local level, were not a big 
success. Not only that but why would 
they need to get rid of a “main course” 
item and replace it with a side. That is 
the equivalent of getting rid of the Big 
Mac and replacing it with onion rings. 
 While I am amongst the many 
that miss the McWrap and the McRib, I 
still return to McDonalds and remain a 

loyal customer. I treat this situation 
the same way that I treat the situa-
tion we have in the Redbird class. 
We are now forced to write two 
articles for each paper! But has 
anyone dropped the class or pro-
tested? Nope. Should we? Yes. 
Will we? Nope. Don’t make the 
mistake of not standing up against 
the big clowns walking you like a 
dog on a leash.  


