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The World’s Most Exotic Foods 
 1. Lychees 

A quite fra-

grant fruit that is found hidden on 

many tropical islands.  The Lychee 

has a hard spiny outer shell that 

when pealed contains a juicy, 

creamy, translucent white flesh 

high in protein.                                                                                                                                                                                          

2. Fugu                                                                                                        

Fugu is what the Japanese call 

some species of blowfish. Its 

worldwide status as a delicacy de-

rives mainly from the fact that eat-

ing it is risky. If prepared incor-

rectly, fugu can be lethal because 

parts of it contain a poison that 

causes severe paralysis and respira-

tory distress, and can kill victims 

within hours. But it has a sought-

after delicate flavor. In Japan, chefs 

train for years to learn to prepare 

fugu properly.                                            

3. Truffles 

Truffles are a prized gourmet ingre-

dient that cost $3,400 per pound for 

being such a rare find. These fruit-

ing bodies of fungi reside under-

ground at the base of trees, and they 

emit an odor that attracts animals, 

which is why pigs and dogs are best 

at finding these hidden treasures.                                                                                                                                                                         

4. Giant bullfrog                              

Everyone has heard of eating frog 

legs, but in some parts of Namibia 

people eat the whole giant bullfrog, 

which is the size of a large house-

cat. Despite the fact that it contains 

enough poison in its skin and or-

gans to cause painful urination, 

temporary kidney failure and even 

death.                                                   

5. Fried Bugs                                     

A favorite snack food among Bang-

kok's residents, fried bugs are 

widely available from many of the 

city's street food vendors. Locusts, 

grasshoppers, cockroaches, ants, 

maggots and many others are avail-

able either raw, deep fried, stir fried 

or grilled--mild or with extra 

spices. The crispy little critters are 

high in protein.                                   

6. Bird-Nest's Soup                              

Many Chinese consumers swear by 

the health benefits of bird's nest 

soup, but others don't want any-

thing to do with the exotic food. 

That's because the soup's main in-

gredient is nests held together by 

the dried saliva of cave-dwelling 

birds from Indonesia, called swift-

lets.                                                      

7. Oriental Chicken Feet                

Sharp and thin chicken feet are a 

common delicacy in Hong Kong, 

Singapore, Taiwan, and China. As a 

popular dimsum (steamed snacks in 

bamboo baskets), chicken feet are 

stewed in black bean sauce and 

steamed for a long time before the 

soggy skin crumples and the carti-

lage becomes chewy. Be careful of 

the chicken’s toenails though: you 

don’t want to choke on them!                                                                                                                                                                             

8. Miraclefruit                                  

Native to West Africa, this berry 

got its name from its incredible 

ability to make sour fruits (like 

lemons and limes) taste sweet in-

stead, when the juices are mixed 

together. Be careful, though, be-

cause although the miraclefruit can 

distort the taste of sour foods, it 

does not change the chemistry of 

the food. Thus, it could leave the 

stomach and mouth vulnerable to 

high acidity 
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Amazing members of the animal kingdom 
The follow-

ing four ani-

mals are 

some of the most incredible exam-

ples of the animal kingdom. 

Octopus- The octopus is one of the 

most fascinating and intelligent ani-

mals in the world. For one, when 

the mother octopus gives birth, it 

excretes around 200,000 eggs and 

holds onto them with its eight tenta-

cles. When food is low, the mother 

will eat some of the eggs to stay 

alive. When the eggs finally hatch, 

the mother octopus has achieved its 

life goal to perpetuate its genes and 

thus, wanders off into the ocean to 

be wilfully eaten by a larger preda-

tor. Another interesting fact about 

octopi (also, octopuses and octopo-

des are equally proper) is that the 

male octopi never grow larger than 

the size of an acorn, compared to 

the sometimes human-sized fe-

males. Additionally, octopodes are 

known to enjoy tormenting other 

creatures. Octopi have been known 

to juggle crabs, break things, and 

throw objects at other animals. 

One octopus in Germany enjoyed 

climbing up the edge of its tank 

and shorting out the electricity to 

an entire aquarium by shooting 

water at a light-fixture near its tank. 

Finally, the octopus is an offensive 

and defensive powerhouse. On the 

offense, the octopus likes to spray 

black ink to confuse its prey, then 

latch onto the creature, paralyze 

them with venom, and suck out 

their organs with its tongue like ap-

pendage. On the defensive, octopi 

can camouflage themselves to the 

point of changing the texture of 

their body and some octopuses even 

tear off the highly venomous ap-

pendages of Portuguese man-of-

wars and use the stingers as weap-

ons against predators. 

Angler Fish- You may know this 

deep-sea fish from the likes of the 

movie Finding Nemo. This fish has 

huge sharp teeth, a grotesque shape, 

and a lightbulb-like appendage 

sprouting from their head. But that's 

not what makes them interesting. 

Oddly enough, the male angler fish 

are born without a digestive system. 

This forces them to immediately 

“bind” to a female angler fish by 

nibbling on them until a chemical, 

secreted by the male, binds them to 

the female...permanently. The 

male's body is then absorbed into 

the female until finally, all that is 

left of the male is its genitalia. The 

female can then release the sperm 

whenever it wants to, and become 

pregnant with many tiny, baby an-

gler fish. 

Lemmings- These rodents are no-

torious for committing mass sui-

cide. However, this is a popular 

misconception. In actuality, these 

small mammals just have very 

strong, instinctual urges when mi-

grating. Many times these urges 

will force the massive colonies of 

the rodents into bodies of water. 

Lemmings are actually very good 

swimmers and so they can many 

times reach the other side of large 

bodies of water. However, the 

times that are considered “mass 

suicides” are when the Lemmings 

end up trying to cross huge bodies 

of water like the Pacific Ocean or a 

lake similar to the size of Lake 

Erie. The lemmings eventually 

reach their physical limits and 

drown together. 

Mantis Shrimp- The mantis 

shrimp is one of the deadliest crea-

tures in the world, which you 

wouldn't assume from its size. The 

mantis shrimp is similar in size to a 

crayfish and is brilliantly colored. It 

may be pretty, but its incredibly 

dangerous. For one, this creature 

has two sharp, spear-like append-

ages on the front of its body that 

accelerate with the speed of a 22-

caliber rifle. When they do this, 

their appendages move so fast that 

they boil the water around them and 

this rapid change in temperature 

creates shockwaves that can kill 

prey instantly, if they are able to 

avoid being hit by the claws. Man-

tis shrimp are so powerful that if a 

person could throw a baseball with 

1/10 of the power of the mantis 

shrimp, they could throw the ball 

into orbit. This power has lead to 

the Mantis shrimp being capable of 

breaking through glass aquariums 

when they are kept in captivity. 

This is why the mantis shrimp is an 

amazing example of the animal 

kingdom. 

By Colton Young 

Redbird Writer 
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Sticks, brass, and tosses 
                               

 Flags are tossed and 

drums are rolled off. Trumpets 

are in perfect harmony with 

marching tubas. Every year 

many people go to watch the 

DCI (Drum Corps Interna-

tional) events. People may 

think it's just about music but 

actually, it is a show that 

makes people look at these 

amazing marchers and think 

“wow I wish I could do that” 

or “how can they do that? It's 

not humanly possible.” For 

some people, every time they 

watch a show they get shivers 

of excitement, and most are 

left in awe. “It raises the hair 

on my arms from the very first 

beats on the drums” says sen-

ior Miranda Stake. Many peo-

ple and even groups go to their 

shows. Even our own high 

school marching band goes 

and watches the hall of fame 

DCI event. The performers 

pay 1000's of dollars just to go 

though the magical experi-

ence. Last year Phantom Regi-

ment (a popular drum corp) 

stayed in our gym and used 

both our practice field and sta-

dium field and turned the 

baseball field into yet another 

field. The auxiliary percussion 

practiced using the front side-

walk by the gym. They prac-

tice all the time, even as they 

travel on the charter buses, by 

practicing finger work and lis-

tening to their iPods  and mp3 

players. These are dedicated 

teens and once they become 

21, it is their last year to be in 

DCI. Many people go up to 

canton to see the closest 

march off. Last year the blue 

coats took 2nd and this year we 

hope that our state drum corps 

gets first and improves. So 

save up a couple of bucks and 

be prepared to have your 

socks knocked off and go this 

summer to any DCI event near 

you, as every continental state 

in the U.S. has a drum corps.  

One of the hottest teams in baseball 
After a 

mediocre 

first part of the season and a 

spot in the bottom of the 

standings, the Cleveland Indi-

ans have been on a winning 

streak as they shot up to the 

top of the leader board. 

 As of Wednesday, the 

Indians are in 2nd place in the 

Central Division of the Ameri-

can League. The team has won 

21 games, and lost 17 (the ma-

jority in the first part of the 

season), and has a .553 win-

ning percentage. On the road 

they have gone 10 -9, and at 

home they have 11-8. The 

leader at the moment is the 

Detroit Tigers with a 22- 15 

record, with Cleveland 1.5 

games behind the Tigers. 

 The team has held up 

well in the overall rankings. 

The Tribe is 7th in runs over-

all, 8th in batting average, 5th 

in on base percentage, and 1st 

in overall slugging percentage. 

Today, the Indians have 

played 15 games in 14 days 

(that included a double header 

with the New York Yankees, 

in which both teams won one 

game). On Thursday, they 

took a much needed one day 

break, but are back at Progres-

sive Field on Friday to play 

the Seattle Mariners. 

 Tribe fans are not 

counting the chicks before 

they hatch, two years ago the 

Cleveland Indians were #1 in 

the standings, but they went to 

last place over a period of one 

month. The steady trend of 

winning has been hope to 

Tribe fans but they are not 

bragging too much – there is 

much of the season left to be 

deter-

mined. 
  

By Emily Schieider 

Redbird Writer 

By Tyler MacQueen 

Redbird Writer 
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 Editorial: A  rant on the Imperial System  
By Colton Young  

Redbird Writer 
 

 

 Hey, how many cups 

are in a quart? And how many 

yards are in a mile? More 

likely than not, those weren't 

easy conversions. Why is that? 

This is because 'Murica, in our 

stubborn attempt to be differ-

ent, refuses to switch to the 

much simpler and more uni-

versal metric system, and thus, 

we are stuck with the illogical 

imperial system (the answers 

were: 4 cups/quart and 1760 

yards/mile.) 

 Can you imagine being 

a foreigner and having to fig-

ure out that there are 12 

inches to a foot, 3 feet to a 

yard, and 1760 yards to a 

mile. These arbitrary units of 

measurement make it nearly 

impossible for foreigners to 

use conversion. However, in 

almost every other country in 

the world, you will always 

know that milli- is 1/1000, 

centi- is 1/100, and kilo- is 

1000. The metric system is 

very simple. 

 The reasons for switch-

ing to the metric system are 

obvious. For one, it is simple. 

However, the metric system is 

also recognized worldwide. 

This uniformity leads to clar-

ity. Did you know that the 

Mars Climate Orbiter, a 

$193.1 million dollar space-

craft, crashed specifically be-

cause of miscommunication 

between scientists regarding 

whether they were using the 

metric or imperial system? 

Scientists all over the world 

over use the metric system be-

cause it's simple, concise and 

everyone can understand it. 

 The reason why Amer-

ica has not gone to the Metric 

system is simply laziness. 

Even the leader of the U.S. 

Metric Program insists that be-

cause it would take effort to 

change, America has not 

moved to make such a change. 

 Thankfully, we have fi-

nally begun 

to see incre-

mental pro-

gress in this 

dilemma. In 

January 

2013, a bill 

was put in 

front of the 

Obama Ad-

ministration 

regarding 

this issue 

and now, 

there is a bill in place that, if 

passed, will make Hawaii the 

first state to officially use the 

metric system in 2018. 

 It's painfully obvious 

how logical the metric system 

is and how much of a hin-

drance the imperial system is 

to us as Americans. 

 For once, let's set down 

our desires to be unique 

(which comes at a huge cost,) 

and let's become more produc-

tive and intelligent people by 

adopting the universally rec-

ognized and effective metric 

system of measurement. 
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Top 10 things to do in Loudonville in the summertime 
 

1.Go Ca-

noeing- It's an obvious 

choice, but grab a couple 

of friends and take a nice 

day down the famous Mo-

hican River. 

2.Day at the Pool- A day 

in the sun at the Loudon-

ville Public Pool is always 

a blast. 

3.Camping Trip- Loudon-

ville has a vast variety of 

camp grounds all around. 

Pick one and have a fun 

weekend with the family 

and friends. 

4.Loudonville Car Show-

Walk around downtown 

and see all of the antique 

cars. 

5.Thunder in Paradise- 

Take a walk down Main 

Street and look at all of the 

motorcycles that travel 

from all over just to par-

ticipate. 

6.Putt-Putt and Go Karts- 

It's a classic date with the 

family or friends, but it is 

never a disappointment. 

7.Side Walk Sale- Go 

shopping down Main 

Street at all of the stores 

downtown. 

8.Bike Ride- Dig out your 

bikes from the shed and 

take a ride down the Mohi-

can Bike Path. 

9.Belly Busters- Go visit 

Loudonville's newest eat-

ery, Belly Busters Barbe-

que. They are sure to have 

some pretty tasty food. 

10.Zip-lining- Check out 

Tree Frog Canopy Tours 

and repel down the zip line 

though the trees. 

 

Enchanting Loudonville one prom at a time 
 

 

 

 This Saturday, May 

18th, we at Loudonville High 

School are participating in 

what some may call prome-

nade, but we, the students, call 

it prom. This event will take 

place in Loudonville's gymna-

sium at 8:00 PM on Saturday. 

Prior to this, at four o'clock 

there will be Grand March, 

which will be held at the audi-

torium at the C.E. Budd 

School. The theme for this 

year's prom is the Enchanted 

Forest. There will be lots of 

garden lights, trees, and other 

shrubbery for decoration, sim-

ple and yet elegant. The Can-

didates for prom queen are 

Miranda Stake, Sierra Wright, 

Sydney Spotts, 

Kirsten Nickles, 

Tessa Cooperrider 

and Jessica 

Gutierrez. Candi-

dates for prom king 

Cody Spreng, Dy-

lan Schalmo, Aus-

tin Cary, Allen 

Berry, Colton 

Young, and Zach 

Lozier. The prom 

king and queen will 

be announced dur-

ing prom on Saturday, also 

along with prince and prin-

cess.  

By Krista Matteson 

Redbird Writer 

By Kassidy Koons 

Redbird Writer 
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Which zoo is for you?  
 It was a 

typical Friday 

morning I woke 

up happy and wanted plans for the 

day so I decided I wanted to go to 

the zoo. These plans to go to the 

zoo had got me thinking, what 

would be the best zoo to go to? I 

knew I would choose between Co-

lumbus and Cleveland because 

those zoos are the biggest in Ohio, 

so I started to look at price. When I 

got on the Columbus Zoo website I 

saw that a typical zoo day would 

cost $14.99 for a ticket and $8.00 a 

car for parking. I thought this was a 

little pricy seeing as how the zoo 

although big in size, doesn't house 

as many different types of animals 

as I would like. I decided then to 

look at Cleveland prices. The zoo 

tickets were $13.25 and parking 

was free. I thought this was a fair 

enough price, until I dug in more 

and saw that if the tickets were pur-

chased at a Discount Drug Mart in 

Northeast Ohio they were only 

$11.00. With the price, I was set 

and I went and picked up my tickets 

in Ashland. 

 I did some research on the 

zoo, and Cleveland Zoo had 191 

different species of animals which 

Columbus only had 100. This also 

made me more intrigued to go to 

the Cleveland Zoo. I was not disap-

pointed at all when I got there. It 

took about three hours to go 

through the zoo. It wasn't crowded 

it was clean and the people were 

friendly. One particular observation 

I had that made an impact on me 

was that the larger animals: gi-

raffes, elephants, bears, tigers, there 

were more than just one or two. 

There were five giraffes and five 

elephants; this to me was very cool. 

 When I had visited the Co-

lumbus Zoo the summer before, 

there were only a few of each ani-

mal and no giraffes which was very 

disappointing to me. It was always 

crowded and expensive. I would 

choose Cleveland hands down 

every time. I had a lot of fun and 

I'm 18. It really is true when they 

say it is fun for all ages. 

 

By Miranda Stake 

Redbird Writer 

Mr. Spreng staying for another year 
Rumors have been 

buzzing around the 

school about Mr. 

Spreng retiring after this 2012-2013 

school year. These rumors are actu-

ally false. After 30 years of teach-

ing, he is staying for one more year 

to teach. 

 “I really like the kids that I 

teach, and that is all that it really 

came down to when I made my de-

cision,” said Mr. Spreng. “Their 

energy level just keeps me from 

becoming an old man, even though 

I am an old man.” 

 There are many reasons 

why Spreng loves his job. He really 

enjoys the outdoors so he loves his 

job as well. He loves days when he 

takes his Biology II class to parks 

to study trees and the aquatic life 

and when he takes his Zoology 

class outside to go birding. 

  “The kids are great,” Spreng 

said. They are his favorite part of 

teaching. 

 He is not sure if next year 

will be his last either. “Never say 

never,” Mr. Spreng said. “Next year 

might be my last year, but it will be 

tough to be out of the loop.” To 

him, the kids that he teaches are the 

loop and he hates even the thought 

of being out of that. “I feed off of 

their energy.” 

 Spreng does not have a defi-

nite plan for retirement yet. “That is 

my weakness,” he said. “I wouldn't 

be working with kids because I 

don't know of any other job that 

deals with kids. I don't want to 

work in a grocery store or a restau-

rant, even though I would be good 

at it.” 

By Krista Matte-

son 
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The history of Loudonville, Ohio 
                        

Every 

year, 

Ms. Young has her stu-

dents do a project for The 

Cleo Redd Fisher Mu-

seum. Last year, students 

received old pictures from 

around the town and their 

project was to take a pre-

sent-day picture with the 

exact angle. Once they 

were done with this, 

Kenny Libben (employee 

at the museum), merged 

the old and new pictures to 

show the combination of 

the old Loudonville, and 

the new Loudonville. 

These pictures are on 

display in a slide show 

at the Loudonville Mu-

seum. 

 This year, the 

seniors are going to be 

contributing to create a 

brochure that talks 

about all the historical 

things our town has to of-

fer for people that are just 

interested, and tourists. 

Each student is assigned 

an old building that is in 

town, and it is their job to 

find out interesting things 

that people would want to 

know. 

 Many people, includ-

ing myself, have been un-

aware as to what kind of 

history our town has. The 

museum offers more inter-

esting information than 

many would have thought 

possible. From murder sto-

ries to successful famous 

people, the museum and 

the employees have it all. 

Many buildings in our 

town date back to the 

1800s and have their own 

kind of history. The Mohi-

can Manor was even said 

to have been involved with 

the Underground Railroad. 

 Going to the mu-

seum has opened my eyes 

to the town's history, and 

knowing that history be-

cause of the museum has 

made me fonder of the 

town that I grew up in. 

Some of the buildings that 

we have gone in all of our 

lives have stories that we 

never even knew about. 

So if you're interested in 

knowing the character of 

the town a little more, the 

museum is the place to 

go. 

 

 

By Kylie Lewis 

Redbird Writer 
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PJHS trophies: Where are they now? 
 

Trophies are 

symbols of 

hard work, determination, and 

pride. They are the goals that 

sports teams and any other 

competition strive towards. 

The Perrysville Junior High 

School had many proud mo-

ments in the many decades 

that it was open, so it is a dis-

appointment that multiple tro-

phies are still laying there in 

boxes. 

 “That is true, a lot of the 

trophies the Junior High won 

are still there, in Perrysville,” 

said Mr. Lance. “The majority 

of the trophies are Power of 

the Pen, and a lot of sports tro-

phies: cross country, football, 

volleyball, wrestling, and 

track.” 

 As of now, Mr. Lance 

said there are no plans 

with what to do with the 

trophies.  

 “We have abso-

lutely no idea of what we 

are doing [with them]. We 

have several display 

cases; the majority have high 

school trophies in it. There are 

still high school trophies in 

storage.” 

 Lance does wish that we 

had more space to show all the 

trophies. “If we had more 

space, I would want to show 

all the trophies. I am proud of 

the accomplishments of the 

Junior High. But in a small 

school, there is just no room to 

keep all the trophies.” 

By Tyler MacQueen 

Redbird Writer 

Redbird top places to eat for prom 
 

 

Kylie Lewis: The Lodge 

Krista: Applebee’s  

Kassidy Koons: Olive 

Garden 

Colton Young: Red Lob-

ster 

Tyler MacQueen: Skyline 

Chili  

Emily Schneider: Outback 

Steakhouse  

Emma Vankeuren: Crist 

Café and Bakery 

Miranda Stake: Tumble-

weed 

Mr. Snyder: 

Longhorn Steak-

house 
 

By Miranda Stake 

Redbird Writer 


