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Make it one to remember! 
By Justine Macaulay 

 Time seems to be 

slowing down as we come 

closer to the end of this 

school year. Everyone is 

anxious to get out of school 

and make this summer the 

best. Every year the expec-

tations of summer vacation 

get higher. There are so 

many fun things to do with 

all of your free time in the 

summers. The choices are 

limitless. 

 Many students tend 

to get summer jobs. A sum-

mer job is helpful in the 

long run. You can save the 

money you make for things 

like a car, college, or sim-

ply just save it. There is 

also the pleasure that you'll 

have spending money for 

gas, clothes, or movies. 

Having a summer job will 

keep you from not having 

things to do, and give you 

money that is yours. You 

don't have to worry about 

asking mom and dad, or 

helping out grandma in the 

flower beds. You have a 

job and your own money! 

Not only do you have your 

own money, your parents 

will be happy because it 

teachers self discipline, re-

sponsibility, and you're not 

always begging them for 

money. In reality, everyone 

wins (except now you don't 

get money for no reason)! 

 If you're not so into 

the job idea, but you still 

want to stay busy during 

the summer, make plans! 

Everyone is always looking 

for something to do in their 

spare time. Plan ahead so 

that way your excited for 

things. Do something new 

everyday! There are many 

fun things to do in Loudon-

ville during the summer, 

even with all the tourists. 

Driven by Mohican Adven-

tures recently? Go check 

out their new rock wall and 

obstacle course! Go camp-

ing, canoeing, or go ex-

plore the state park!  It's a 

fun way to get outside in-

stead of being cramped in-

side all day. Not to mention 

a great way to experience 

new things and even meet 

new people! 

 All of us are excited 

for the summer so we can 

finally sleep in. I am as ex-

cited as everyone else, I 

promise! But, don't waste 

your summer sleeping the 

day away! I'm not going to 

lie, I'll probably sleep in a 

few times this summer, but 

the summer doesn't last for-

ever so why waste the 

beautiful days sleeping till 

noon? Get up, go on a hike, 

or a run! There are many 

adventurous things to do! 

Even if it's rainy, find a 

board game to play, or sit 

down and enjoy yourself 

by reading a book. If books 

aren't your thing then get 

crafty! Make something 

cool like a dream catcher, 

or an idea you've fallen in 

love with off of Pintrest! 

 Like I said, the op-

tions for your summer are 

endless, you just have to be 

optimistic! 

 No one wants to 

just sit around and do noth-

ing, summer doesn't last 

forever! It may seem like 

it at first, but three months 

of fun blows by faster than 

you think. So, don't waste 

your summer at home 

sleeping or complaining 

about the heat or how you 

never have anything to do. 

We're only young once, 

and high school is sup-

posed to be the best years 

of our lives. Make this 

summer the one to remem-

ber. 
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By Autumn Campbell 

 Mrs. Garver is just about 

to complete her first year as a full 

time high school gym teacher. 

She came to Loudonville in 

search of a job after many years 

of subbing in local schools. 

 “This is my first year be-

ing a full time teacher. I've had a 

lot of subbing jobs, and even a 

few long term positions. I've 

subbed at places such as West 

Holmes, Norwayne, and Woos-

ter. Pretty much any school that 

is around this area,” said Mrs. 

Garver. As a new teacher, she 

had a good feeling about Lou-

donville being her first school to 

teach at full time. 

 “Loudonville reminded 

me a lot of the high school that I 

went to. It's small, everybody 

knows everybody. And on top of 

that, everyone is nice,” said Mrs. 

Garver. With a good first impres-

sion, Mrs. Garver was not scared 

about entering this district as our 

new gym teacher. Over the 

course of the school year, she re-

alized that Loudonville was ex-

actly what she thought it was. 

 “My first impression 

about Loudonville was right. It's 

a very tight knit community and 

everyone was very welcoming. 

There were countless people that 

helped me whenever I needed it,” 

said Garver. Mrs. Garver be-

lieves that her first year at Lou-

donville has been successful, and 

so far, there's not much about her 

lesson plans that she wants to 

change. She's ready to enjoy the 

summer and come back next 

year. 

 “In the summer I do cross 

country runs, hang out with my 

family, go on vacations, and 

swim a lot. I'm excited to get this 

summer started,” said Mrs. 

Garver. After a good first year at 

Loudonville, Mrs. Garver is 

ready to have an even better sum-

mer. 

Mrs. Garver’s First Year: Make or Break Impression 

Sing for the King('s Island)! 
By Autumn Campbell 

 On Saturday May 3rd, 

the Loudonville High School 

and Junior High choirs headed 

out to King's Island in Cin-

cinatti for yet another compe-

tition. This trip was much like 

the previous competition that 

the choir had entered. Each 

choir was required to sing two 

songs in front of two judges, 

and they were scored depend-

ing on how well their per-

formance went. They are 

scored from 1-5, 1 being a su-

perior, 2 being excellent, 3 be-

ing good, 4 being fair, and 5 

being poor. 

 After their trip to the 

OMEA competition, the choir 

was ready to try again. But 

this time, they wanted to be 

the best in the competition. 

After weeks of preparation, 

Mr. Snyder believed that the 

choir was ready to succeed. 

 “I thought the choir's 

performance would be solid. 

The energy in our high school 

choir has really improved 

since the last competition we 

participated in. The junior 

high, though, was a little bit 

tricky because we missed a 

few days of class for testing. I 

only saw them two days be-

fore the competition, which 

were Monday and Friday,” 

Mr. Snyder said. Although 

some classes had lack of prac-

tice, both choirs performed 

very well. 

 “The performance was 

very strong, and I was very 

proud of them. The judging of 

this event was much more in-

tense than OMEA, and they 

did really well. It's easy to tell 

that they have improved 

greatly since the beinning of 

the year,” Snyder says. 

 The high school choir 

received a Superior, first place 

high school, and best overall 

school. The junior high choir 

received an Excellent, and 

first place overall. The choirs 

did very well in this competi-

tion, and Mr. Snyder said that 

he would not hesitate to take 

them again in following years. 
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By Bala Fodor 

 With the baseball season 

winding to a close the Loudonville 

Redbirds boys varsity baseball 

team is looking for a league cham-

pionship. The Varsity boys who 

began the season with a slow start 

have as of late been playing their 

best baseball of the season and 

have a record of 11 wins and 10 

losses. The Redbirds this year have 

shown their skill in hitting and base 

stealing. 

 “Teams come into Loudon-

ville knowing that our lineup is 

strong from top to bottom. We can 

hit, and that makes our opponents 

nervous because they know that 

they have to play smart baseball or 

we will capitalize. One thing that is 

very impressive, our team has 65 

steals this season, and we have not 

been thrown out once. This is a re-

flection on our team's ability to 

play smart and read the pitcher,” 

said head coach Mr. Grimes. 

 Loudonville has one more 

league game and a win will clinch a 

league championship. Next 

Wednesday, Loudonville will play 

their first tournament game at Dal-

ton. Dalton has a record of 11 wins 

and 9 losses. 

 “I feel very confident for 

next Wednesday. Our team had 

high expectations coming into this 

year. We started slow but we are 

playing at our best right now. We 

are slowly becoming a team that 

can win if the players go out on the 

field everyday and play like they 

know how to play. Dalton will be a 

challenge but I believe in our 

guys,” said Coach Grimes. 

 Following this season the 

baseball team looks to continue 

their improvement. They will have 

some holes to fill in the loss of 

Coleman Quay and Will Henley. 

Go Birds! 

Softball: Sliding into Home  
By Madison Mosher 

 The Loudonville High 

School softball team has had a 

good season so far. The varsity has 

a record of 16-4, and the junior var-

sity has a record of 7-6. Both the 

varsity and the junior varsity teams 

have six games left in their season. 

 “This season has gone very 

well,” said  JV coach Mrs.Beck. 

“We had a lot of inexperienced 

girls going into this season. That 

could have caused the season to be 

a disaster, but the girls worked very 

hard and played very well. I am 

very proud of them.” 

 This season there was only 

one basic problem that the teams 

had to face and overcome. This 

problem was the poor weather and 

amount of rain that we have been 

receiving. 

 “It is hard to work around 

the rain,” said Beck. “We watch the 

weather, but we do not know when 

it will come for sure. We hope that 

it does not interfere with our prac-

tices and games.” 

 The junior varsity will be 

playing in Wellington on Friday 9th. 

This will be a six game tournament. 

Then, on Saturday the 10th the Var-

sity team will be playing a double 

header in Elyria. Then the junior 

varsity will be playing against 

Elyria at home. The varsity is now 

MBC champions. 

Baseball: Walking the bases 
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Area schools begin random drug testing 
By Tyler MacQueen 

 For three high schools in 

Northeast Ohio, students will 

begin next year with random 

drug tests. The three schools, 

Gilmor Academy, St. Edward 

and St. Ignausus, with a com-

bined 2,820 students have been 

notified through assemblies and 

emails sent to parents that the 

students will be required to per-

form drug tests at the start of 

the 2014 – 2015 School Year. 

 And with a few weeks 

left until the school year ends, 

school administrators an-

nounced it at this particular time 

for some reason. School offi-

cials say that their hope's are for 

the students to clean up their 

acts before another years rolls 

around after the summer break. 

 Officials are saying the reason 

for this newly inaugurated re-

quirement lies in statistics that 

show a rising heroine epidemic 

in the area, with nearly 500 peo-

ple dying from overdose every 

year. Administrators hope to 

also teach the students of the 

dangers and risks of the drug. 

 “The most powerful thing to 

me is that this gives a kid a le-

gitimate chance to say no,” said 

Jim Kubacki, president of St. 

Edward in Lakewood. “It gives 

them an out.” 

  “This is about deterrence 

-- it’s not about catching any-

body,” said Psychemedics’ 

George Elder, who instituted 

mandatory drug testing as a 

school administrator in Mem-

phis, Tennessee before joining 

the company several years ago 

as vice president of schools and 

colleges.“We got less than 1 

percent [positive tests] the first 

year and every year after.” 

 “Mandatory, random 

drug testing will be new for the 

more than 1,500 students at St. 

Ignatius on Cleveland's West 

Side, but drug testing itself is 

not,” said the Rev. William 

Murphy, the school's president.  

 “Sometimes a parent will 

ask us to help test [their child]. 

Sometimes a student’s behavior 

will encourage us … but this 

hasn’t happened very often.” 

 Editorial: Protect everyone with drug tests 
By Tyler MacQueen 

 Okay, it may be contro-

versial and its merits may be 

debatable, but drug tests, in 

my opinion, are a good thing 

for school districts in general. 

 People are scared of 

drug tests, afraid that they will 

be caught with traces of drugs 

in their systems. Drug tests 

can be a very positive thing to 

perform in the long run be-

cause of the fear it instills in 

people's minds. If they are go-

ing to be tested for drugs at 

any time, then it would be the 

push for them to stop using 

the drugs in the first place. If 

you have nothing to fear, you 

have nothing hide. 

 School officials are not 

trying to ruin lives, but to pro-

tect them. There are those cer-

tain individuals that would 

wish the school would not get 

into their private lives, and 

who believes that what they 

do with drugs is their busi-

ness. But on the contrary, they 

are not trying to pry into your 

private lives and destroy all 

you care about, but they do it 

because they want to make 

sure that you, a human being, 

is safe from the mind-killing 

drugs that are so easily acces-

sible in today's modern world. 

 And one final note: 

drugs kill you. Drugs are the 

worst possible thing that you 

can do to your body, and these 

drug tests are suppose to be 

there to make sure you are not 

harming your body. There are 

people that are suffering be-

cause of drugs, there are peo-

ple that are dying right now 

because of their decision to 

use drugs. Those in charge are 

putting these tests in your way 

to prevent you from putting 

yourself at risk. They do it be-

cause they care. 
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A-B-C-…….F 
By Hank Bee 

 San Mento school un-

ion in New Jersey is want-

ing to push their students to 

success by raising their stu-

dent's efforts of their grades 

and wanting to be more 

harsh with learning. But the 

way that they are wanting to 

do it is by completely taking 

out the D letter grade. The 

San Mento will be deleting 

the letter grade and in its 

spot F will be taking over 

making F from a range of 69 

to 0. People are torn up be-

tween if it is right or if it is 

wrong. People on the con 

side say that a D represents 

a student that is about to fail 

and a warning to keep up 

their grades or they will re-

ceive an F. While people on 

the pro side believe that the 

students need this as a push 

to raise their level of learn-

ing to better themselves. 

 “I just don't think a D 

in this time and place repre-

sents enough learning to 

make a difference," said 

schools trustee Peter Han-

ley, who over the years has 

advocated eliminating that 

letter grade. Taking away 

the D has started to spread 

throughout America for 

schools to create a harder 

work ethic and for students 

to take schooling more seri-

ously. For the students 

thought they are given three 

extra days to improve their 

grades and to make up work 

so they can reach a C stan-

dard. The D may seem like a 

pointless grade, but it has a 

greater part than what peo-

ple give it. 

Editorial: The D is here to stay 
By Hank Bee 

 The letter grade D is a 

major part in the school. 

Even if it doesn’t stand for 

excellence, it warns the stu-

dents that they are falling 

behind and need more work 

to catch up and improve. If 

this rule starts to take over, 

taking out the D letter grade 

and having the F letter grade 

take over it will cause more 

problems for the students 

and the teachers. Teachers 

will gain more pressure 

from the students and the 

parents of the students an F 

to most parents would be 

upsetting and some times 

filled with disappointment  

but if the students parents 

sees a D it doesn’t mean a 

fail but it means they need 

more work and studying.  

 For the students it will 

cause them to have more 

stress from parent and 

teachers. Yes it may push 

the students to try to get 

higher grades ,but school 

should be about wanting to 

learn not being scared into 

failing. Instead of terminat-

ing the D they should work 

harder on trying to motivate 

students to learn. Some stu-

dents try their hardest and 

all they get a D, which is 

still passing. If schools want 

to improve the learning they 

should find a way that is not 

so stressful on the students 

and the teachers. 
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Editorial: The downward spiral of coddling 
By Madison Mosher 

 You are number one!...... 

In reality there is only one person 

that is number one, and that is 

probably not you. This may sound 

harsh to some people, but I am 

only speaking the truth. Although 

many of you have been gently 

placed on the pedestal of defeat by 

your coaches, parents, and friends. 

This type of coddling may help 

the self-esteem of a child, but it 

does not help their life skills, and 

how they will react when they are 

introduced into the real world. 

 For example, young Billy 

lost his first race in track by three 

minutes. This caused him to come 

in dead last. As he sadly sauntered 

off the track, his coach did some 

coddling of his own. He looked at 

Billy and said, “You didn't lose, 

you were just the last winner.” 

 Really? Does he really be-

lieve that is best thing to do for 

Billy. He could have told the truth, 

but that could have caused Billy to 

feel worse. Well, Billy is going to 

feel really bad once life kicks in. 

What would happen if Billy de-

cided not to study for the final for 

his history class, and this final 

happens to be 40% of his grade? 

Well, of course Billy failed, which 

caused his grade to fall drastically. 

Is this getting a little too real for 

you Billy! Of course he could not 

handle this and broke down in 

tears. Welcome to the real world 

BILLY! 

 Perhaps Billy forgot to 

write his articles for the school 

paper, the Cardinal, and it is being 

printed that day. What is he to do? 

Should he quickly write a horrible 

article? Or should he sit in dark 

corner and cry? Tears don't solve 

anything BILLY! Well, turns out 

Billy did not get his articles done 

at all. This caused him to fail the 

class, which set off a chain of 

events. Failing the class caused 

him to be held back a grade, 

which brought great shame to his 

family. This shame was so great 

that his family disowned him. Is 

this too hard to handle BILLY! 

The news of Billy's shame reached 

his girlfriend, who promptly 

crushed the pieces of his already 

shattered heart. The final blow to 

his crippled heart was that his fa-

vorite dog, Fluffy decided he 

could not stand to look at Billy 

anymore. So, Fluffy sprinted into 

the lights of an oncoming semi. 

You lost everything BILLY! 

2014 State FFA Convention 
By Shana Esselburn 

 On May 1st and 2nd, the 

Loudonville FFA attended the 

86th State FFA Convention in Co-

lumbus at the State Fairgrounds 

along with over six thousand 

other fellow members and guests 

from across the state. 

 On the first morning, the 

freshmen and sophomores were 

sent down to kick off the trip 

with presenting their AgriScience 

Fair projects that they have been 

working on diligently for a cou-

ple months. Later on the rest of 

the group arrived to watch key-

note speaker, Cliff Cody at the 

second session. 

 We had three participants 

do extremely well and had the 

chance to walk across stage at the 

fifth session of convention and 

earn an award. Hannah Brightbill 

and Hannah Purdy both earned a 

silver rating, and Isabelle Rush 

earned a gold. Miranda Ricketts 

also had the chance to walk 

across the stage for earning a 

gold rating on her Reporters 

book. The group started off the 

second day of convention by go-

ing to Cabella's and touring the 

store. 

 “I did not think I would do 

as well as I did on my science fair 

project. It was so exciting to be 

able to walk across the stage and 

shake hands with a couple of the 

state officers,” said Freshman 

Isabelle Rush. 

 After that, the group went 

to SkyZone, which is a recrea-

tional facility that has trampo-

lines that you can jump on the 

floor or even off the walls. There 

was also a separate section for 

dodgeball and a foam pit. After 

jumping for a couple hours, the 

group then headed back to the 

convention center to watch the 

fourth and final fifth session of 

the convention. 

 “FFA State Convention 

was a great adventure because I 

got to meet many new people and 

make great memories with my 

fellow FFA members,” said 

Sophomore Tyler Frazee. 
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The Amazing Spider-Man 2 review 
By Carson Chipner 

 Let's get this straight off the 

bat, The Amazing Spider-Man 2 

was a film that I massively enjoyed 

and only had a few minor com-

plaints about it. The film was re-

leased world-wide on May 2nd, 

2014 and is a direct follow-up to 

2012's Spider-Man reboot, The 

Amazing Spider-Man. 

 The story is a direct follow-

up to the previous film and now 

that the origin story is out of the 

way, director Mark Webb has room 

to stretch his wings and give us an 

even more enthralling story than 

the last movie. Exploring themes 

like sacrifice and putting yourself 

before others, the 142 minute film 

successfully engages you as the 

web-slinging hero battles new vil-

lains from the Spider-Man uni-

verse. The story only suffers from a 

bit of a pacing problem during the 

middle of the film that sometimes 

made me want to scream, “Get on 

with it!” But the film then pulls it-

self out of the lull and finishes with 

a climactic and harrowing finale 

that stuck in my mind long after I 

left the theater. 

 Andrew Garfield reprises 

his role as Peter Parker/Spider-

Man, the awkward high school sen-

ior who has given up most things in 

his life for others. Also following 

in cast returns is Emma Stone as 

Gwen Stacy and Sally Fields as 

Aunt May. Both do a great job re-

prising their roles from the first 

film. Joining the cast are Jamie 

Foxx as Electro and one of my fa-

vorite up and coming actors Dane 

DeHaan as Harry Osborn. All of 

the cast does a superb job at por-

traying their individual roles. 

 The movie is also abso-

lutely stunning. The cinematogra-

phy is extremely well done and is 

only capitalized during a scene in 

Times Square where Electro and 

Spider-Man face off for the first 

time. Electro's powers are ex-

tremely impressive. They are styl-

ish and some how retain their 

threatening demeanor. Even Jamie 

Foxx himself is a special effect as 

his powers turn him perpetually 

blue. 

 The Amazing Spider-Man 2 

isn't just a worthy successor to the 

original reboot, but just a great 

movie overall and one I would be 

happy to pick up and watch on Blu-

Ray once it comes out. With a few 

pacing problems towards the mid-

dle, the film is still worthy of the 

Spider-Man brand. Hopefully The 

Amazing Spider-Man 3 doesn't end 

up like Sam Rami's Spider-Man 

3.... 

Editorial: America needs more ostriches! 
By Draven Beans 
 Many people are on welfare 

or are just poor and or homeless 

without government aid. Two years 

ago the poverty rate was at fifteen 

percent and it has not improved. 

Here in Ohio two years ago the 

poverty rate was at twelve percent. 

Many of these people live off of 

food stamps or go to soup kitchens 

for their food. These people could 

be fed with one large fowl. The 

largest living bird on this planet to 

be specific. It's my favorite animal, 

the ostrich. 

 Even though these African 

natives usually prefer a savanna 

turf, they can live relatively any-

where on the planet. These birds 

were popular in the 90's when a 

health craze hit America. Ostriches 

are massive creatures that grow to 

be 6 to 8 feet tall and weigh about 

300 pounds. Now the big reason 

muscle heads loved this bird was 

because it's fat content is only 2%. 

That's 98% lean meat, and a lot of 

it. Not only that but surprisingly the 

ostrich is red meat even though its 

a bird. 

 Now, lean, red meat, in bulk 

sounds like a pretty good food 

source. Aside 

from the meat, 

one ostrich lays 

40 to 100 eggs 

per a year. Each 

egg is equal in 

volume to 24 

chicken eggs. 

That's quite a bit of food in one 

year. Now each ostrich can live up 

to fifty years. That is a lot of eggs. 

Four ostriches can live on about ¼ 

to ½ of an acre. You may think, 

“Where do we get ostrich food?” 

Well ostriches eat dark green leaf 

vegetables like spinach or kale. 

Also, alfalfa and corn are choice 

foods of theirs. They get their water 

from the plants that they eat. 

 So, we have an easy to 

manage food source that can de-

fend itself from a lion with one 

kick. Not that we have lions but 

you get that they are incredibly 

powerful. We need ostrich farms 

people! This can solve hunger 

problems. Not only in America but 

all over the world! 
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Ask the Fode 

  

Dear Fodor, 

 I write this question 

while I look out the window 

during class. To be honest I'm 

getting tired of all this school 

work and can't wait for sum-

mer. How can I get through 

this last month? 

 

Sincerely, Every kid since 

the beginning of time. 

 

Dear Every kid since the be-

ginning of time, 

 …................................a

hzfhljerhalijwreaflkjtliasytlksd

kfnlsfnpqu Oh whoops! Sorry 

about that. I kind of dozed of 

there on my laptop for a min-

ute. But luckily, it's May so it's 

not that big of a deal. Since, 

you know, the official motto 

for the month of May is 

“There's always next year.” 

Which coincidentally is also 

the official motto for the 

Cleveland Indians. 

 There are so many 

things to like about summer 

that I don't know how you 

could not be tired of school. So 

let's take a look at what makes 

summer so special 

and...........aslhjsdalfupoi$^slfd

kfjs!@*sd 

 Sorry, I need to stop do-

ing that. Okay, when I think 

about summer, there are some 

things that instantly pop into 

my mind. Each one makes me 

wish for the long summer days 

where I can lay down in the 

sun and fall asleep, without the 

fear of failing a class. Since 

we’re on the topic of sun, the 

one thing that I love about 

summer is...Sunburn! There's 

nothing like a nice patch of red 

flaky skin that feels like a 

thousand knives stabbing you 

whenever a gust of wind blows 

by. Sunburn is a social state-

ment; whenever people see 

sunburn they instantly know 

that you’re on vacation and my 

God you're going to enjoy it! 

So if you don't have sunburn 

this summer, you're doing 

something wrong. 

 Now I don't want to 

give sunburn all the credit for 

a fabulous summer. You can't 

have a good summer camping 

trip without....mosquitoes! 

Honestly, what's more summer 

like than mosquitoes? Nothing 

really. These little buggers 

spend there lives in and around 

campsites waiting for some 

foolish chap to go camping in 

the great outdoors. Then, when 

the tents are set up and the fire 

is burning, they go in for the 

kill. They will land on the 

campers arm, wait a few sec-

onds, then stick there heads 

into their arm to suck their 

blood. They do this until the 

camper begins to notice pecu-

liar red bumps on his arm. For 

a few minutes, the camper will 

worry that maybe he has hives. 

But then, a mosquito will get 

careless and land on the 

camper when he's looking. 

This then causes the camper to 

break out the industrial 

strength bug spray and he will 

begin to spray the whole camp 

yard so that every mosquito in 

a five mile radius will die from 

chemical poisoning. 

 The biggest and best 

time of summer is the 4th of 

July. This is a holiday that 

celebrates some part of our 

country's history, but the main 

attraction for people is....... 

Fireworks. Fireworks are great 

because, well, they're explo-

sions, and they're only legal 

one day of the year. Any other 

time people would call the po-

lice for a public disturbance, 

but on the fourth day of July, 

it's all fair game.  

 I can't help you how to 

get through the last month of 

school, but I hope I gave you 

something to look forward to. 

Now stop looking out the win-

dow and do your work. 
 


