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By Shana Esselburn 

 Ever since 1888,  

Loudonville has always 

been famous for its annual 

free street fair, otherwise 

known as “The Annual Har-

vest Celebration”. The Lou-

donville Fair started out in 

1876 in a field located out-

side of town along Mount 

Vernon Avenue by the Lou-

donville Independent Agri-

culture Association. In 

1888, the field was not har-

vested, so the annual har-

vest exhibit could not be 

held. Immediately the vil-

lage council willingly 

agreed to have it on the 

streets of town. When the 

annual event was located in 

the field, it was not free. 

People either had to pay for 

admissions or pay to get a 

pass. 

  This event became 

so popular that the Pennsyl-

vania Railroad scheduled 

special fares and excursions 

to Loudonville so that they 

would not miss out on the 

event. Back in the day, this 

event was such a big deal 

that people actually dressed 

up for it unlike what we do 

today. 

  One of the annual 

traditions of the fair has 

been the Charles F. Kette-

ring Scholarship. Charles 

Kettering personally pre-

sented scholarships to Lou-

donville High School stu-

dents. He did it to reconnect 

with his old roots and to 

help support kids with their 

future education. As the fair 

grew more popular and 

more profitable, the Agri-

culture Society began to 

hire more acts from around 

the country to entertain 

Loudonville on the main 

stage down town.   There 

was so much success on the 

streets of Loudonville, that 

it was decided to be perma-

nent. To this day the Lou-

donville Free Street Fair 

remains on the streets and 

we are still keeping up with 

some of the older traditions. 

 “There is plenty in 

store for this years fair,” 

said Kendra Carnegie Lou-

donville Agricultural Soci-

ety Member. 

 “Since it is the 125th 

fair, there will be special 

auctions to help raise 

money because of it being a 

free fair,” she said. “There 

will be a quilt auction, and a 

hat/lapel pin auction, the 

pins are crafted by 

Lingenfelters Jewelers and 

are sterling silver.” 

 According to Carne-

gie, the biggest attraction at 

the fair that would be 

greatly missed would be the 

power pulls. 

 “The town doubles 

in people when it comes to 

town,” she said. “One of the 

biggest changes in the fair 

is the participation. The par-

ticipation has declined 

throughout the years.” 

125 years of harvest celebration: The 

Loudonville Street Fair 
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By Madison Mosher 

 Stadium lights cast shadows 

across the football field, as marching 

band members find their first spots. 

Each member gives their band mates 

a look of confidence, even though 

they all know how nervous the other 

is. Each member quickly returns to 

attention, their posture is that of a toy 

solder. No emotion is present on 

their face, except for determination. 

They all know what they came here 

for. All of their hard work will pay 

off, when they see their score and 

know how they place. Judges begin 

to swarm the field. They know its 

time. The music begins and 

they step off towards vic-

tory. 

 Joe Barone, the 

band director for Loudon-

ville High School has de-

cided to enter the LHS 

marching band in a band 

competition on September 

28th. It has been five years 

since he took the marching 

band to a competition. 

 “I decided to take 

the band this year, because 

it gave us an opportunity to create a 

new art form,” Barone said. “We can 

be more creative with this show, than 

we could with the Friday night half-

time show. We are able to create a 

unique show that no one has seen 

before. This competition will help us 

stay fresh.” 

 The competition show is 

based off of Quidam, a Cirque de 

Soleil performance from 1996. 

Quidam is about a young girl named 

Zoé. Her parents are distant, apa-

thetic, and ignore her. With her par-

ents ignoring her, she loses meaning 

in her life. Seeking to fill the void in 

her existence, she slides into an 

imaginary world, the world of 

Quidam. In Quidam she meets char-

acters who encourage her to free her 

soul. 

 “I first found the music for 

Quidam four years ago,” Barone 

said. “ The music intrigued me, I 

couldn't get it out of my mind. I de-

cided that I needed to find out where 

the music came from. I came across 

the DVD of the performance of 

Quidam. While I watched it, I knew 

that we had to do this in band.” 

 Quidam means somebody 

who is unknown. It could be anyone, 

anybody. Someone coming or going 

at the heart of our anonymous soci-

ety. A member of the crowd, one of 

the silent majority. The one who 

cries out, sings, and dreams within us 

all. This is the “quidam.” The show 

of Quidam is a place for dreaming 

and genuine relations where all quid-

ams, by proclaiming their individual-

ity, can emerge from anonymity. 

 “It's a place where a group of 

diverse people can come together, 

and bring out the best in one an-

other,” said Zslona Mosher the color 

guard adviser. “The Quidam show is 

where so many people who were 

once outcasts can have their voices 

heard, and they won't muffled. It's 

where you can live out your child-

hood dreams, and how far you can 

go with your imagination.” 

 The music of Quidam was 

composed Benoît Jutras. In the 

Cirque de Soleil show there were 14 

songs that appeared in it. With the 

marching band arrangement there are 

only four songs that are played. 

These songs are Atmadja, Ninkou 

Latora, Quidam, and Incantation. 

 “These songs are extremely 

artistic,” said Barone. “These songs 

are so different from one another. 

One song can be soft and relaxing, 

than the next is powerful and loud. 

These songs are fresh, I haven't heard 

anything like them in a long time.” 

 Designing the drill for the 

show can be difficult. There are 

many aspects that have to be thought 

of as the show is being created. The 

number of members, 

counts, and the design 

plan must be taken in to 

account by the band direc-

tor. The music also plays 

an important part. 

 “I was inspired by 

the DCI drum corps,” said 

Barone. “ I often steal 

moves, or designs from 

their past shows, this is 

the highest form of flat-

tery for them. Plagiarism 

is often encouraged in the 

sport of marching. It was hard to im-

plement all of my ideas. I could pic-

ture what I wanted, but it was hard to 

produce the actual affect.” 

 With this competition there 

are high hopes from the students of 

placing, and doing well in the com-

petition. They want something to 

show for their work. 

“ I would love to place in the compe-

tition, but in the end if we don't place 

I won't be torn up about it,” said Bar-

one. “I care more about the journey. 

The students are learning a great les-

son from this. They will find out that 

if you put your mind to something, 

and try your hardest that great things 

will come from it.” 

 

Second to none: LHS band competition 
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By Draven Beans 

 Mr. Bates is a new teacher 

at LHS. He is from Smithville, 

Ohio and went to college in Mari-

etta. “In high school I played foot-

ball, basketball, and baseball in 

high school. I played basketball at 

Marietta College for 1 year,” he 

said 

 He became a teacher be-

cause of his experiences with 

teachers as a student. 

 “Many of my teachers were 

positive influences and great role 

models for me growing up, so I 

have always had a great amount of 

respect for educators and hoped to 

one day join that profession.” Mr. 

bates teaches four geometry 

classes. 

 “My favorite subjects are 

Algebra and Geometry, so when 

the option presented itself to teach 

four Geometry classes, I felt 

blessed to have that opportunity.” 

 He hopes to spend a long 

time in the classroom, as a teacher 

since that is what he loves to do. 

Some time in the future he might 

accept a job as a principal or an 

athletic director if he gets the 

chance. 

 He is also the head coach 

for the girls varsity basketball team. 

He got his interest in coaching girls 

basketball from college. 

 “This past year at Marietta 

College I had the opportunity to be 

an assistant coach for the women's 

team and really enjoyed myself. 

When the opportunity presented 

itself to coach here at Loudonville, 

where such a rich tradition and 

great support system is in place, I 

did not think twice. I feel very con-

fident about coaching. Although I 

am pretty young as far as head var-

sity coaches are concerned, I have 

been a head coach for many years, 

at many different levels, so this is-

n't a completely new experience for 

me,” said Mr. Bates. 

 He plans to bring enthusi-

asm energy and a winning attitude 

to the girls basketball team this 

year. He hopes that his competitive 

personality will rub off on the pro-

gram. 

 Between coaching and 

teaching Mr. Bates likes teaching 

more than coaching. 

 “It's hard to enjoy coaching 

at times because of the constant 

win/loss mindset associated with 

sports. With that being said, teach-

ing is my favorite job because each 

day I have the chance to help over 

100 students learn something new.” 

 When asked if he plans on 

teaching at LHS for a long time, he 

said, “I have total trust in God if 

this is where I belong, I would love 

to be here at LHS for a long time. 

The support that I have received as 

a new teacher and coach has been 

great and I really appreciate it”. 

 He enjoys teaching and 

coaching very much. When not 

teaching or coaching he likes to 

play video games and card games 

with his friends and family. 

Mr. Bates brings new coaching and teaching 

By Maria Vermilya 

 In mid-August Loudonville 

High School purchased a $2,000 

3D printer to be used by the STEM 

students for years to come. 

 STEM stands for Science 

Technology Engineering Mechan-

ics. The classes are engineering ori-

ented, giving students the knowl-

edge to use internet engineering 

software. 

 The use of the 3D printer 

will be for the production of com-

ponents, such as gears or levers, 

needed for construction of robots 

and similar projects. As of yet the 

printer has been used to make small 

bracelets and a twelve sided die. 

 Ownership of a  3D printer 

is unique to Loudonville High 

School, there are no other schools 

in the immediate area in possession 

of a similar piece of technology. 

 The technology behind the 

3D printer is modern and complex. 

 “There is a spool of plastic 

that is fed into the printer, around 

the thickness of fishing line. The 

plastic melts and the printer head 

which is about the size of a pen tip 

builds up the plastic. Then the plas-

tic instantly cools leaving the 3D 

object,” said STEM teacher Mr. 

Miller. 

 During the 2012-13 school 

year the STEM program began at 

LHS with two courses, Introduction 

to Engineering and Principles of 

Engineering. The following year a 

third course was added, Digital 

Electronics. Mr. Miller hopes to 

next year offer a fourth course, 

Aerospace Engineering. If a student 

completes all four courses he or she 

will be eligible for college credit. 

 Class sizes for the STEM 

program range from 6 to 15. Mr. 

Ron Lance along with Mr. Miller 

both hope for an increase in class 

sizes and more classes could be 

added at the interest of students. 

New technology at LHS 
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By Maria Vermilya 

 Standing center stage is a tall, 

brown haired boy. His face is curled 

up in a sneer as he pushes back his 

leather jacket to put his hands on his 

hips. The spotlight beams down on the 

actor, watching as he swaggers over to 

his fellow characters in the scene. 

“Hey, good-lookin', miss me?” he 

says. Somewhere down in the audience 

a voice yells cut and the actors reset. 

The boy swaggers back to his position 

and puts the same bemused look on his 

face. 

 “Chuck Cranston from Foot-

loose was my favorite role,” Bala Fo-

dor said. “It caused me to get out of 

my comfort zone and put everything I 

had on the line. I was always to shy to 

dance in public. I have slowly eased 

my shyness, and now a little tango 

won't phase me at all.” 

 Fodor first began dancing with 

ballroom lessons, learning waltz, 

rumba, cha cha, swing, and foxtrot. 

Now he has added ballet and tap to the 

mix. These lessons he takes at Shining 

Stars Dance Studio in Loudonville in-

structed by April Spreng. 

 Though Bala first began play-

ing the trombone in Loudonville's 

sixth grade band, he appreciates dance 

most of all. 

 “Dance is just music you can 

see,” he said. 

 Growing up Michael Jackson 

has been very influential in his passion 

for the arts. 

 “He's been a huge inspiration. 

His dance moves are so effortless and 

smooth,” Fodor said. “The dance that 

caused me to start dancing is the Latin 

Tango. Watching two people dance the 

tango will give you a taste of every-

thing dance has to offer. It's a mixture 

of class, high energy and the intimacy 

of two people.” 

 Bala Fodor has a unique style 

that embodies his artistic personality. 

He is high energy like disco on some 

days and calm like a waltz on others. 

Usually Fodor can be found wearing 

button up shirts in vibrant colors that 

add to his persona, creating a distinctly 

individual person. 

 “The beauty of dance and mu-

sic is the ability to take it wherever 

you go,” Bala said. 

 Fodor's plans after high school 

are about as concrete as snow. It's 

more likely you'll see me in some 

European city he said. 

 “I have ideas [about my fu-

ture], but I want to get out into the 

world first before I spend one hundred 

grand on a degree,” Bala Fodor said. 

 The brown haired boy began 

speaking his lines as Chuck Cranston 

standing on the stage doing what he 

loves best. 

Inspired to dance 

By Carson Chipner 

 Today's teenagers are more 

insecure than ever. With this insecurity 

comes questions. Questions about rela-

tionships, personal issues, and some-

times questions about their “changes”. 

But the larger problem stems from the 

unwillingness to talk about these prob-

lems. Yes, I'm talking about communi-

cating each other in real life. But to-

day, kids only seem to want to talk 

over the “inter-webs” and through 

their “txt” messages and what not. I 

can't blame them. It really is a lot more 

comfortable to talk about things over a 

message board than to talk about prob-

lems with another human. I knew it 

would only take a matter of time be-

fore someone decided to put this teen-

age insecurity to profit. Thus, Ask.fm 

was born! 

 Ask.fm is a type of “social 

networking” site that allows people to 

ask questions with the option of ano-

nymity. It sounds like a great concept 

since most people who feel insecure 

about themselves can branch out and 

ask difficult questions. But, there is 

one problem. 

 Cyber-bullying has taken over 

the Ask.fm site. There is at least one 

negative comment in each of the an-

swers. Trying to find a good answer 

for a questions is like trying to find 

hay in a needle stack; you're going to 

have a bad time. 

 The problem stems from the 

anonymity for the people who answer 

questions. With the power of anonym-

ity, there is always going to be some 

“wise guy” who will think, “Hey. If no 

one knows who I am, I can do what-

ever I want!” Someone will always 

abuse the power of disguise, no matter 

what the conditions. That is my pro-

posed solution for cyber-bullying on 

Ask.fm and other websites that allow 

anonymity. The people who answer 

the questions or the people who chat, 

should not be allowed anonymity. 

 While you could pull the 

counter argument that if there is an 

absence of anonymity, some people 

may be driven away from answering. 

You may also say that some people 

who answer anonymously may lose 

the security that the site offers. To 

which I say, if they have a problem 

with not answering with anonymity, 

they were probably the ones that 

needed to go in the first place. 

 The anonymity shouldn't 

stretch to both the people who ask 

questions and the people who answer 

them. It should only stretch to the peo-

ple who ask questions. After all, they 

were the ones who wanted or possibly 

even needed help in the first place. 

 A person in disguise will al-

ways abuse their power. That's why 

most (smart) bank robbers wear masks, 

so no one can see who they are. All the 

while the same thought is going 

through their head, “If no one knows 

who I am, I can do anything!” 

Editorial: Ask.fm– helpful or hurtful? 
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By Kendall Pagani 

Some may think it is wrong 

for kids that are in FFA, agriculture 

classes, 4-h or other things that are 

related to the fair that they should 

not be able to leave school to go to 

the fair to either help set up or ei-

ther show a animal. 

People think that when kids 

get out of school to go to the fair 

that they are doing it to just get out 

of school but in reality they are ac-

tually learning out of school about 

their animal and agriculture . 

Students should be allowed 

to miss school for the fair, they not 

only put a lot of money into the fair 

by either helping with fair entries 

and they also put a lot of money in 

to the animals. They also put a lot 

of time and effort into trying to get 

put good stuff in the fair.  

Taking animals to the fair 

or fair entries like crops, it teaches 

students or adults to have more rea-

sonability. It teaches kids to have 

discipline in their life by actually 

having to work with the animals or 

making sure that their crops don’t 

die or picking the best crops to take 

the fair.  

If people didn’t bring their 

animals or other fair entries to the 

fair would the fair be as good as it 

is. If you think about it would the 

fair honestly be the same without 

the animals or the crops or the trac-

tors or stuff like that. I mean that is 

one of the biggest contributing fac-

tors to the fair is everything besides 

the fair food and the rides and the 

games. We look past all that would 

the fair be the same? 

There is a few disadvan-

tages of kids missing school for a 

couple day they might miss a lot in 

their classes and some may fall be-

hind but also the parents should 

make sure that they get all of their 

kids work. 

Teachers should not be get-

ting mad at their students if they 

miss a couple days of school. Kids 

should be allowed to miss school 

for the fair. 

Editorial: Should kids miss school for the fair? 

By Shana Esselburn 

 To all the students out there, 

do you feel like you being tested 

more than you are taught? If your 

opinion is yes, do not feel ashamed, 

you are not the only one. A new 

analysis shows that students spend 

60 to 110 more hours in test prep 

for high-stakes testing grades. Stan-

dardized testing has been one of the 

main focuses in the modern school 

reform ever since George W. 

Bush's No Child Left Behind law in 

2002, and still continuing through 

Barack Obama's administrations 

Race to the Top initiative. Not only 

has the time spent on these stan-

dardized tests have risen, the costs 

of these tests have increased and 

there has been a decrease in in-

structional time. 

 Why is America so ob-

sessed with students testing so 

much? It is not fair for students 

who do well academically but fail 

at testing. Standardized tests should 

not reflect what abilities a student 

has. It stresses them out more than 

anything. A student could have a 

decent grade point average, but 

could fail the Ohio Graduation 

Tests and would not be able to 

graduate on time. Teachers are 

forced to shove so much knowl-

edge down our throats before the 

dates of the tests rather than taking 

the time to make sure everyone is 

clear on what is going on in class. 

  The analysis of the time 

and money invested in standardized 

tests found out that test preparation, 

and the actual testing took away 

around 19 full school days in less 

tested grades. In the more heavily 

tested grades, it takes away a 

month and a half. On those days, 

students and teachers can be focus-

ing on more class work and making 

sure that students understand what 

they are being taught. 

 If standardized testing were 

to be taken away, then it would al-

low students to be able to gain 

more knowledge and teachers less 

stress on making sure that students 

are understanding the material that 

is being taught to them. It is getting 

ridiculous on how much testing stu-

dents are put through. If people 

really think about it, students and 

teachers are losing time and there-

fore are not gaining as much 

knowledge that they could be. 

Editorial: Testing more, teaching less 
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By Draven Beans 

 MUGS, a new social cafe 

business opening in Loudonville 

that has been anticipated for a 

while now, is expected to open in 

February. 

 “The main goal for MUGS 

is community development,” said 

the owner, Bethany Paterson. 

MUGS will provide space for 

classes such as personal finance or 

meetings. “At MUGS, we want to 

help people know better to be bet-

ter,” said Paterson. 

 “As for the menu at MUGS, 

it isn't just coffee,” said Paterson 

“In fact, I don't even drink coffee”. 

The drinks on the menu are stan-

dard coffee house drinks such as 

coffee, smoothies and other items 

like mochas and lattes. 

 On the food side of the 

menu, soups, salads and sand-

wiches will be sold. Also, Paterson 

wants to partner with established, 

local artisans to serve breakfast 

items or pies. 

 MUGS is getting start up 

money from donations and some 

unknown investors instead of a 

bank loan. In result, start up has 

been slower than other businesses. 

 Mugs is about at it's half-

way point when it comes to open-

ing, said Paterson. 

Paterson wants to get all of the nec-

essary funds soon so that the reno-

vation and construction can be 

started. 

 Paterson said, the architect 

said that the construction could be 

completed in four to six months.. 

The building has never been used 

for food and drink retail, so renova-

tions are definitely necessary. 

 “If we can get all our funds 

in September, then MUGS will 

probably open around February,” 

said Paterson.  

MUGS: Almost ready to open 

By Caelin Young 

 Clothing is not only a fash-

ion statement; it is a form of ex-

pression. Students should be able to 

express themselves through what 

they wear. Clothing should not be 

the sole reason that one judges an-

other's character, rather one's integ-

rity and work ethic. 

 Societal norms say that 

males and females should cover 

different body parts, so each males 

and females should have certain 

areas of the body that should have a 

minimum amount of area covered. 

“Bro-tanks” for example, are a tank 

top that covers a lot more skin than 

a halter top dress does, yet girls are 

allowed to wear this dress and boys 

are restricted from this tank top on 

a hot summer day. Having these 

certain body parts covered are for 

reasons 

 Fashion is very important to 

high school students.  We are told 

all through our years of school that 

we should express ourselves and 

should not let others change who 

we are. So why are we told what 

we can and cannot wear? 

 Once a student graduates 

from high school, they have the 

freedom to wear what they want, 

knowing that what they wear will 

effect how they will be evaluated. 

People who want to regulate the 

way students dress say that students 

need to be formal. They think that 

students should be prepared for the 

rest of their life where people will 

judge them for acting out of what is 

out of the normal and they should 

be used to dressing appropriately 

for the workforce. Well, with the 

rising amount of online occupations 

arriving, many companies don't 

care at all what the employee 

wears, just as long as he/she works 

their hardest. Schools should focus 

on student's work ethic rather than 

what they wear. 

 Freedom of expression is 

something Americans value and if 

people want to judge you for the 

way you dress or act, let them. 

They are only making themselves 

look dumb. There are different 

brands and different styles of cloth-

ing for a reason. Some people have 

an opinion of a dress that others 

feel differently about. It is just peo-

ple's opinions. Do not let others 

influence your decision. Think 

about what they are saying and then 

decide whether they have any idea 

what they are talking about or not. 

Editorial: Dress code 
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By Jordan Wright 

 The 2013-14 school year at 

Loudonville High School brings 

new excitement and more opportu-

nities. Students at Loudonville who 

are looking forward to going to col-

lege might have a chance at getting 

ready for it. Post-secondary is the 

right choice to take if any one is 

planning on going to college. Any 

student, in any grade is allowed to 

take it. 

“Post-secondary allows a 

student to go to Ashland, North 

Central, and Akron to take full time 

classes; students can also stay in 

Loudonville to take college classes 

as well,” said guidance counselor 

Carol Peacock. “Post-secondary 

also has more courses this year to 

which include geology, algebra, 

and basic composition which is a 

college English,” said Peacock. 

 Post-secondary would be 

more beneficial to help get ready 

for college. It helps with the tran-

scripts of those who take it, and 

helps students earn college credits 

as well. Not only that, but students 

can get used to how to take notes 

for college, and helps them under-

stand how a college professor 

teaches. 

  “The great thing about post-

secondary is that everything is free, 

and is paid for,” said Mrs. Peacock 

 Along with post secondary 

comes more responsibility, but also 

more benefits as well. 

“Post-secondary is benefi-

cial because it shows that you 

worked with harder classes and 

goes on your transcripts, what col-

leges look at. Also it gets you ready 

for college because your getting 

used to a college professor, and 

your getting used to taking notes,” 

said LHS sophomore Alex Beran 

Students who think about 

pursing college in the near future 

should think about taking post-

secondary courses next semester, or 

even next year. 

Post secondary at LHS 

By Madison Mosher 

 D's Dari-Ette, owned by 

Grace Arnholt, located in down-

town Loudonville will be closing 

on September 29, after 51 years of 

business. 

 The Loudonville dairy was 

originally built in 1951. Grace 

and her late first husband, 

Herschel Derrow, bought the 

dairy in 1962. It was formally 

part of the Dari-Delite franchise. 

They quickly renamed it D's (for 

Derrow) Dari-Ette, dropping the 

franchise name. 

 Two years ago Arnholt 

sold the property to Dan Coles, 

the owner of Mickey Mart. With 

this business transaction there 

has been speculation about the 

future of the Dari-Ette. 

 These rumors included 

the expansion of the Micky Mart, a 

KFC, a Taco Bell, and a parking 

lot. 

 “Dan does not have any 

plans for it at the moment,” Arnholt 

said. 

 Arnholt has her reasons for 

selling the dairy. 

 “I have three daughters, and 

if I bought one of them something, 

I would have to give my other 

daughters something that is equal,” 

she said. “I didn't want to see my 

daughters fight over the dairy after 

I passed.” 

 Grace does have hopes for 

the future of the property. 

 “We need a good family 

restaurant, where people can sit 

down, that has great prices,” she 

said. 

 Grace, who is now 92, 

will now live at McMullen As-

sisted Living. Over the years she 

has met many different people, 

She enjoyed this part the most. 

Dari-ette closes after 51 years of business 
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By Caelin Young  
 Selling over $1 billion within 

the first three days of release, major 

video game developer Rockstar Gam-

ing recently released the biggest enter-

tainment sensation of the decade, 

Grand Theft Auto V. Production, 

alone, for this game cost $265 million 

to make, nearly matching the price of 

Hollywood blockbuster movies such 

as Avatar and Pirates of the Caribbean 

3. 

 Rockstar Gaming North, a 

subsidiary of Rockstar Gaming, is and 

has been a very prominent game com-

pany in the past decade and a half. 

Producing series of games such as the 

Grand Theft Auto series, Midnight 

Club series, Red Dead series, and the 

Max Payne series, Rockstar North's 

newest installment to the GTA series is 

a hot commodity right now. 

 Grand Theft Auto V is a third-

person, open world action-adventure 

video game released on September 

17th. The play time for this massive 

and immersive experience is over 100 

hours long. Allowing for the explora-

tion of the city of Los Santos in San 

Andreas, GTA V's new world allows 

for the player to experience the in-

credible story of three main characters: 

Michael, Trevor, and Franklin. Each 

character has his own story of which 

all will eventually intertwine with each 

other's stories. This connection with 

each character allows for one of the 

most incredible displays of character 

development in gaming in quite some 

time. 

 The realism in GTA V allows 

for many activities and missions for 

the player to perform. From cycling in 

the hills of Los Santos to skillfully 

executing heists. One of the more real-

istic and funny things about this game 

is the ability to take “selfies” of your-

self. You can pull out your phone and 

take a picture of yourself – why would 

you not want to do that?! Players can 

also immerse themselves in the new 

system of economy set in place in this 

game. The economy allows for the 

purchase and sale of stocks and bonds 

for different companies with fluctuat-

ing values. 

 The almost unfathomable de-

tail of this game is so impressive that 

the world is almost the exact size of 

San Francisco. Players are able to free-

roam this vast landscape for days on 

end. The amount of activities you are 

able to do is so amazing and the time 

they spent on this game is well worth 

their while. 

 Rockstar plans to release 

Grand Theft Auto Online on October 

1, on both Xbox Live and Playstation 

Network, as down loadable content. 

Review: Grand Theft Auto V 

By Maria Vermilya 

 Ever since 2007 when Brian 

K. Vaughan co-produced hit series 

LOST, fan's have been riveted by his 

ability to conceptualize complex plots 

riddled with cliff hangers, shocks, and 

mysterious disappearances. Now he is 

the writer for CBS's breakout sci-fi 

thriller based on a Stephen King novel 

Under the Dome. 

 Episode one catches mystery 

guy Dale Barbara, or “Barbie” as he is 

referred to throughout the show inside 

the small town of Chester's Mill. The 

town is trapped suddenly and com-

pletely; stuck in an unexplainable 

dome that encompasses the entire area, 

cutting it off from the rest of the 

United States. 

 As tensions rise, how will the 

community and local government han-

dle the situation? Rattling the structure 

of the town even more, the Sheriff of 

Chester's Mill, Duke, dies early on in 

the season. The power struggle that 

ensues puts young deputy Linda 

Esquivel, whose firefighter fiancé is 

stuck on the other side of the dome, in 

the position of taking over her men-

tor's position as Sheriff of the panicked 

town. Councilman, Big Jim Rennie 

attempts to seize the opportunity and 

place himself as the “man in charge”. 

 But it seems that the Dome has 

another idea for its monarch. Town 

youth start experiencing seizures and 

the phenomenon continues throughout 

the season calling four teens to protect 

the dome that captured them. Which 

poses the question: is the dome pro-

tecting Chester's Mill? Or trapping it? 

 Series star Rachelle Lefevre 

has given a stunning performance epi-

sode after episode as main character 

Julia Shumeway, wife of the town doc-

tor and mouthy reporter. Other roles 

she has played include Victoria in 

Stephanie Myer's  Twilight series. Julia 

is a strong yet nurturing woman that 

falls right into Lefevre's wheelhouse. 

 Under the Dome has been 

wonderfully constructed. It boasts a 

cast of talented  actors and a staff of 

fantastic writers, directors, and produc-

ers. The special effects enhance what 

is already a can't miss show. While 

some fans are worried about the direc-

tion of the show; as season one follows 

Stephen King's novel faithfully until 

the end. Season two and beyond will 

further the story at the hands of writer 

Brian Vaughan. The show will con-

tinue to shock and entertain viewers 

until it's last episode. 

Review: Under the Dome 


